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Tzipi  Livni’s  failure  to  build  coalition 
could  help  or  hurt  in  new  Israeli  elections 


By  Leslie  Susser 
JERUSALEM  (JTA)  - With  Is- 
rael now  headed  for  new  general 
elections,  supporters  and  opponents 
of  Tzipi  Livni  are  putting  a very  dif- 
ferent gloss  on  her  failure  to  fonn  a 
governing  coalition. 

Opponents  say  Livni’s  inability 
shows  she  is  not  yet  seasoned 
enough  to  lead.  Supporters  counter 
that  the  reasons  for  her  failure  show 
precisely  why  she  is  the  best  candi- 
date. •’ 

Livni  says  that,  had  she  been 
willing  to  give  in  to  excessive  polit- 
ical and  budgetary  demands  by 
prospective  coalition  partners,  she 
easily  could  have  formed  a govern- 
ment. Instead  she  took  a stand. 

The  foreign  minister,  who  won 
the  Kadima  primary  in  September 
to  succeed  party  leader  Ehud 
Olmert,  portrays  herself  as  a tough- 


minded  patriot  who  sacrificed  the 
premiership  to  stave  off  demands 
that  would  have  hurt  Israel’s  nation- 
al interest. 

Her  opponents  suggest  a less 
high-minded  narrative:  They  say 
Livni  bungled  coalition  negotia- 
tions because  of  a fundamental  lack 
of  experience. 

Livni’s  coalition  effort  was 
badly  .hurt  by  the  adept  political  ma- 
neuvering of  opposition  leader  Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu,  the  head  of  the 
Likud  Party. 

Netanyahu  was  able  to  convince 
three  of  Livni’s  prospective  coali- 
tion partners  - the  Sephardic  Or- 
thodox Shas  Party.  United  Torah 
Judaism  and  the  Pensioners’  Party 
- that  he  probably  would  win  in 
a general  election  campaign 
and  would  be  more  amenable  to 
their  political  and  budgetary 


Election  set  for  Feb  10 


(JTA)  - Israel’s  election  has 
been  set  for  February  10. 

Knesset  Speaker  Dalia  Itzik  an- 
nounced October  30  that  most  of 
Israel’s  political  parties  agreed  on 
the  date. 

Israel's  next  general  election 
was  supposed  to  be  in  2010,  but 
Prime  Minister  Ehud  Olmert’s  res- 
ignation announcement  in  July  set 
in  a motion  a chain  of  events  lead- 
ing to  early  elections,  which  will 
be  held  for  the  entire  1 20-member 
Knesset. 

The  move  toward  early  elec- 
tions came  after  Olmert’s  succes- 


sor as  Kadima  leader,  Tzipi  Livni, 
failed  to  assemble  a coalition  gov- 
ernment needed  to  govern  follow- 
ing her  election  by  the  party  in 
September. 

Livni  announced  that  her  main 
rival  in  the  primary  campaign, 
Transportation  Minister  Shaul 
Mofaz,  would  be  her  party’s  cam- 
paign chairman. 

Along  with  Livni,  the  foreign 
minister,  the  main  contenders  for 
prime  minister  are  Defense  Minis- 
ter Ehud  Barak  of  Labor  and  Likud 
opposition  leader  Benjamin 
Netanyahu. 


demands  than  Livni. 

Netanyahu  focused  on  Shas,  the 
largest  of  the  three  with  12  Knesset 
seats.  The  former  prime  minister 
spoke  of  renewing  the  “historic  al- 
liance” between  Likud  and  the 
right-wing  Shas,  declaring  that,  if 


he  won  the  election.  Shas  would  be 
the  first  party  he  would  ask  to  join 
his  coalition. 

Shas  probably  would  have  been 
a difficult  nut  for  Livni  to  crack  in 
any  situation.  Insiders  say  party 
leader  Eli  Yishai  made  a strategic 


decision  several  months  ago  to 
force  early  elections  and  pre-empt  a 
looming  leadership  challenge  from 
his  charismatic  predecessor,  Arye 
Deri. 

Indeed,  there  were  serious 
(Continued  on  page  2} 


Youngster  meets  the  heroes  of  the  cave 


Pive-year-old  Liam  Carroccetto  was  excited  to  hear  that  the  Stermer  family  of  Montreal  would  be 
coming  to  Ottawa  to  tell  their  story  of  surviving  the  Holocaust  by  hiding  in  a Ukrainian  cave  for  344 
days.  The  boy  knew  of  the  Stermers  from  the  book  for  young  people,  The  Secret  of  the  Priest’s  Grot- 
to: A Hohcaust  Survival  Story,  and  considers  them  his  personal  heroes.  He  was  disappointed, 
though,  that  their  presentation  at  the  launch  event  of  the  2008  Holocaust  Education  Program  would 
take  place  after  his  7 pm  bedtime. 

Learning  of  the  young  boy’s  interest  in  their  story,  the  Stermer  family  readily  agreed  to  meet  Liam 
and  his  sister,  Mananna,  earlier  in  the  day. 

Pictured:  Liam  and  Marianna  Carroccetto  with  (left  to  right):  Sima  Blitzer,  Sam  Stermer,  Bella  Ster- 
mer (wife  of  Sam),  Pearl  Stermer  (wife  of  the  late  Missel  Stermer),  Saul  Stermer,  Czarna  Stermer  (wife 
of  Saul)  and  Yetta  Katz.  See  story  on  page  4.  (Photo:  Peter  Waiser) 
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Livni  now  faces  Netanyahu  and  Barak  in  election 


Kadima  Party  leader  Tzipi  Livni  asked  Israeli  President  Shimon  Peres  for  new  gener- 
al elections  in  a meeting  on  October  26  at  the  President's  Residence  in  Jerusalem. 

(Photo:  GPO/BRH  Images) 


(Continued  from  page  1) 

doubts  as  to  whether  he  had  negotiated  with 
Livni  in  good  faith.  Yishai  made  two  key  de- 
mands: an  allocation  of  one  billion  shekels  - 
approximately  $260  million  U.S.  - for  child 
allowances;  and  a promise  that  Jerusalem 
would  not  be  up  for  negotiation  with  the 
Palestinians.  On  Jerusalem.  Yishai  demanded 
that  Livni  actually  sign  a letter  vowing  to  ex- 
clude the  city  from  future  peace  talks. 

Even  if  she  had  been  ready  to  meet  the 
budgetary  demands,  the  written  commitment 
on  Jerusalem  was  out  of  the  question, 

”‘No  American  president  would  return  a call 
from  any  Israeli  prime  minister  who  signed 
such  a letter,”  Kadima  negotiator  Yisrael  Mai- 
mon,  a former  Cabinet  secretary,  declared. 

Other  challenges  also  made  it  difficult  for 
Livni  to  cobble  together  a coalition. 

Such  negotiations  typically  lake  place 
after  elections,  with  a full  four-year  term 
looming.  But,  because  of  Olmert's  resigna- 
tion. Livni  came  in  mid-term  with  elections 
no  more  than  two  years  away. 

The  notion  of  spending  an  abridged  term 
in  the  opposition  was  less  of  a deterrent  for 
prospective  coalition  partners,  and  they  con- 
sequently raised  their  coalition  demands. 
Even  the  Pensioners'  Party  produced  a docu- 
ment with  some  $786  million  U.S.  worth  of 
new  demands. 

In  the  end,  Livni  said,  she  had  no  choice 
but  to  stop  the  horse  trading  and  go  for  early 
elections. 

Olmert  likely  will  stay  on  as  the  caretaker 


prime  minister  until  a new  government  is 
formed  after  the  elections.  Though  he  is  a 
lame  duck  - and  a disgraced  one  at  that,  hav- 
ing resigned  under  a cloud  of  corruption  in- 
vestigations - Olmert  may  press  ahead  with 
his  peacemaking  efforts  to  turn  the  next  elec- 
tion into  a referendum  on  peace. 

Olmert  also  could  step  down  and  hand 
over  the  premiership  to  Livni,  giving  her  the 
incumbency  advantage  going  into  the  next 
election.  Some  Kadima  leaders  are  talking 
openly  about  urging  Olmert  to  make  such  a 
move,  but  Olmert  has  not  offered  any  indica- 
tion that  he  is  willing  to  consider  it. 

Livni  wants  to  hold  new  elections  quickly. 
According  to  law.  a majority  in  the  Knesset 
could  have  coalesced  around  another  candi- 
date for  prime  minister  and  thereby  averted 
the  need  for  early  elections,  but  President 
Shimon  Peres  announced  October  27  that, 
after  meeting  with  party  leaders,  no  such  pos- 
sibility existed. 

Livni  likely  will  base  her  campaign  on  her 
squeaky-clean  image  in  an  era  of  political 
corruption  and  argue  that,  of  all  the  candi- 
dates, only  she  can  restore  the  public’s  confi- 
dence in  its  government  and  politics. 

She  will  cite  her  failure  to  form  a coalition 
as  evidence  of  her  high-principled  approach, 
and  her  refusal  to  sign  the  Jerusalem  letter 
with  Shas  as  proof  of  her  sincere  commitment 
to  peacemaking  with  the  Palestiriians. 

Netanyahu  will  emphasize  his  experience, 
political  smarts  and  special  economic  skills  - 
he  is  a former  finance  minister  - in  light  of 


the  global  financial  crisis.  He  also  will  claim 
to  be  the  only  candidate  who  can  be  counted 
upon  to  preserve  a united  Jerusalem. 

Labor  Party  leader  Ehud  Barak,  who  was 
pilloried  in  the  media  for  demanding  special 
powers  in  his  coalition  talks  with  Livni,  will 
stress  his  experience  as  a former  prime  minis- 
ter as  well  as  Labor’s  long  leadership  tradition. 

Labor  and  Kadima  are  facing  a serious 
tactical  dilemma;  They  will  be  competing  for 
the  same  centre-left  political  space,  but,  if 
they  attack  each  other  too  viciously,  Ne- 
tanyahu will  be  the  main  beneficiary. 

In  the  latest  polls,  Livni  is  slightly  ahead 
of  Netanyahu,  with  Barak  a very  distant  third. 

A Yediot  Achronot  poll  gives  Kadima  29 


seats,  Likud  26  and  Labor  11;  Ma'ariv  has 
Kadima  earning  3 1 seats,  Likud  29  and  Labor 
11. 

In  the  Yediot  poll,  the  left-centre  and  right- 
religious  blocs  are  tied  with  60  seats  each  in 
the  120-member  Knesset;  Ma'ariv  has  the 
left-centre  ahead,  61-59.  The  next  prime  min- 
ister needs  a minimum  of  61  seats  in  his  or 
her  coalition. 

Both  polls  show  that  the  three  large  secu- 
lar parties  - Kadima,  Likud  and  Labor  - 
could  easily  form  a national  unity  govern- 
ment of  66  to  71  seats  on  their  own. 

That  means  Yishai,  who  sparked  the  elec- 
tion by  refusing  to  join  Livni’s  coalition, 
could  find  himself  out  in  the  cold. 


Around  the  Jewish  world 


Choice  of  female  rabbi  makes  history 

(JTA)  - Rabbi  Julie  Schonfeld  was  named  October  29  as 
the  new  executive  vice-president  of  the  Rabbinical  Assembly, 
the  Conservative  movement’s  rabbinic  group.  She  will  suc- 
ceed Rabbi  Joel  Meyers,  who  will  step  down  July  1. 

Rabbi  Schonfeld  is  the  first  female  rabbi  to  serve  in  the 
chief  executive  position  of  an  American  rabbinical  associa- 
tion. The  Reconstructionist  Rabbinical  Association  had  a 


Universal  life 
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insurance  protection  and  a tax-sheltered  investment 
component,  can  be  customized  to  your  needs  with  four 
coverage  options  and  nine  investment  funds. 

And  every  Perspecta  policy  is  backed  with  Standard  Life's 
$33.1  billion  in  assets  and  an  exclusive  6-month 
satisfaction  guarantee. 
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woman  who  was  not  a rabbi  in  its  top  administrative  position 
while  the  Reform  Central  Conference  of  American  Rabbis  has 
had  a woman  rabbi  as  president. 

A graduate  of  Yale  University  and -ordained  in  1997  by  the 
Jewish  Theological  Seminaiy,  Rabbi  Schonfeld  is  currently 
the  Rabbinical  Assembly’s  director  of  rabbinic  development. 

Secure  playground  slated  for  Sderot 

(JTA)  - A secure  indoor  playground  is  being  constructed  in 
Sderot. 

The  secure  recreation  facility,  funded  by  donations  to  the 
Jewish  National  Fund,  will  be  protected  against  rocket  attacks 
from  Gaza.  A JNF  mission  dedicated  the  first  stage  of  the  pro- 
ject on  October  30.  The  project  is  due  to  be  completed* in  Jan- 
uary 2009. 

The  facility,  a former  textile  factory,  is  designed  with  mul- 
tiple reinforced  shelters  that  also  serve  as  play  areas  that  pro- 
vide instant  protection  when  entered  after  a 15-second  ad- 
vance warning  of  a rocket  attack.  An  additional  shelter  is 
being  constructed  outside  the  site  for  children  and  their  fami- 
lies waiting  to  get  in. 


With  a capacity  of  up  to  500  people,  the  indoor  site  for 
children  is  divided  into  two  areas  for  different  age  groups. 
Psychologists  will  also  be  on-site  with  intervention  for  chil- 
dren and  families  in  need  of  their  services.  A medical  station 
will  also  be  available. 

About  5,000  children  live  in  Sderot  and  surrounding  com- 
munities. 

Schalit  gets  letter  from  family 

(JTA)  - Hamas  said  it  delivered  a letter  to  captive  Israeli 
soldier  Gilad  Schalit  from  his  family.  The  letter  to  Schalit. 
which  was  sent  via  French  President  Nicolas  Sarkozy,  is  the 
first  Hamas  said  it  allowed  through  to  Schalit,  though  Schalit 
has  sent  several  messages  since  he  was  captured  on  the  Gaza- 
Israel  border  in  a 2006  raid. 

The  letter  went  from  Schalit’s  father,  Noam,  to  Sarkozy, 
who  gave  it  to  Qatari  officials,  who  passed  it  on  to  Syrian  of- 
ficials, who  gave  it  to  Hamas  leader  Klialed  Meshaal  in  Dam- 
ascus. Schalit  also  holds  French  citizenship. 

Negotiations  facilitated  by  Egyptian  mediators  have  failed 
to  yield  an  agreement  between  Hamas  and  Israel  over  the 
number  of  Palestinian  prisoners  Israel  would  exchange  in  re- 
turn for  Schalit's  liberation. 
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MITZVAH  DRAWING  CONTEST 

Grades  K-4 

Send  us  a drawing  of  your  favourite  Mitzvah!  Is  there  something  that  you  have  done  for 
someone  that  involves  tzedekah,  feeding  the  hungry,  or  doing  something  unselfishly  for 
someone  else.  Send  us  a colourful  drawing  of  what  you  did. 


MITZVAH  ESSAY  CONTEST 

Grades  5-8 

Have  you  done  something  good  for  someone  recently?  In  250  words  or  less,  tell  us  about 
your  Mitzvah!  Be  sure  to  include;  why  you  chose  that  Mitzvah  who  the  Mitzvah  was  for,  where 
and  when  you  did  this  Mitzvah. 


CONTEST  RULES 

• Must  submit  entries  by  November  26th. 

• Submit  entries  to  your  school  office  or  to  the  Jewish  federation  of  Ottawa  office 
Attention:  Lindsay  Rothenberg. 

• Entries  MUST  fall  within  the  appropriate  word  count  and  age  category  to  be 
considered  eligible. 

• The  selection  committee  is  the  Mitzvah  Day  Planning  committee. 

• Contest  winners  and  prizes  will  be  announced  at  the  Mitzvah  Day  Opening  Ceremonies. 

GOOD  luck! 


For  more  information  contact  Lindsay  Rothenberg  at  (613)  798-4696  ext.  270 
or  lrothenberg@jewishottawa.com 
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Chuppah 
for  Rent 
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Well  look  no  further!! 
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take-away 
and  a white  canopy. 

NOTE: 

The  flowers  and  tulle 
shown  in  the  picture 
are  not  included. 

2008  Season 
Special  Pricing 

$250 

www.randrarchcreations.ca 
email:  rlreid(S)sympatico.ca 
phone;  613^45-0838 


Stermer  family  survived  the  Holocaust 
hiding  in  cave 


By  Diane  Koven 
The  Stermer  family  of 
Montreal  holds  a world 
record  that  nobody  would 
ever  aspire  to. 

For  nearly  a full  year 
during  the  Second  World 
War,  the  Stermers  and  two 
other  families  lived  under- 
ground to  escape  the  Nazi 
killing  machine.  Although 
the  males  occasionally 
snuck  outside  to  hunt  for 
food  and  other  necessities, 
the  women  aqd  children 
never  once  left  their  cave, 
giving  them  the  record  of 
living  underground  for  344 
days  in  a row. 

Four  surviving  members 
of  the  family  told  their  story 
at  the  Soloway  Jewish 
Community  Centre  at  the 
launch  of  Ottawa’s  2008 
Holocaust  Education  Pro- 
gram on  October  26. 

The  Stermers’  story  was 
by  now  familiar  to  many  in 
the  audience  who  had  fol- 
lowed journalist  Andrew 
Duffy’s  eight-part  series  in 


the  Ottawa  Citizen  last  year, 
or  who  had  seen  them  inter- 
viewed by  Matt  Lauer  on 
the  Today  Show  on  NBC. 
Seeing  them  in  person  and 
hearing  their  recollections 
first-hand  and  in  their  own 
voices  was,  however,  com- 
pelling and  extremely  mov- 
ing for  those  in  the  packed 
auditorium. 

Sima  Blitzer,  who  had 
been  a young  child  in  the 
cave,  introduced  the  audi- 
ence to  the  many  family 
members  of  the  next  gener- 
ation who  had  accompanied 
the  senior  Stermers  to  Ot- 
tawa for  the  presentation. 

'T  am  here  this  evening 
to  give  testimony  of  what 
happened  more  than  67 
years  ago  so  that  Holocaust 
deniers  cannot  say  that  this 
never  happened  ...  we  have 
to  tell  the  story  so  that  our 
children,  our  grandchildren 
and  the  world  will  know 
how  we  fought  to  survive,” 
she  said. 

The  children  and  grand-. 
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Members  of  the  Stermer  family  came  to  Ottawa  to  tell  their  story  of  survival  at  the 
launch  of  the  2008  Holocaust  Education  Program  on  October  26.  Pictured  (left  to  right) 
are  Sima  Blitzer,  Saul  Stermer,  Yetta  Katz  and  Sam  Stermer.  (Photo:  Peter  Waiser) 


children  of  the  Stermers  are 
productive,  talented,  con- 
tributing members  of  Cana- 
dian society;  people  who 
would  not  have  existed  had 
the  Nazis  succeeded  in  their 
goal  of  killing  every  Jew. 

Though  grateful  for  the 
lives  they  have  led  in  Cana- 
da, the  Stermers  might  not 
have  had  to  endure  their  or- 
deal in  the  caves  if  Canada 
had  been  more  welcoming 
to  refugees.  In  1938,  with 
war  looming  in  Poland,  the 
family  applied  to  immigrate 
to  Canada  to  save  their 
lives. 

Canadian  officials  dragged 
their  feet,  taking  their  time  to 
assess  the  family  and  issue 
travel  permits.  In  the  end, 
Hitler’s  army  invaded  Poland 
just  a week  before  the 
Stermers  were  set  to  leave. 
Their  immigration  to  Canada 
was  thus  delayed  by  several 
years  and  much  hardship. 

Though  the  ordeal  was 
treacherous  and  arduous, 
brothers  Saul  and  Sam  re- 
galed the  audience  with  sto- 
ries and  anecdotes  that 
made  it  seem  like  a wonder- 
ful adventure.  Each  of  them 
praised  their  late  mother’s 
strength,  courage  and  inge- 


nuity' in  orchestrating  the 
survival  of  38  people  in  the 
cavcz 

They  described  the 
chores  everyone  had,  in- 
cluding their  sister,  Yetta 
Katz,  also  present,  who  did 
the  cooking.  She  is  now 
known  in  the  family  as  “the 
best  cook  in  the  world.” 

According  to  Blitzer, 
there  were  several  ‘mira- 
cles’ that  helped  them  to 
survive. 

“One  of  the  miracles  was 
that  nobody  ever  got  even  a 
cold.  If  one  person  had  been 
sick,  we  would  all  have 
died.  Truly,  we  felt  it  was 
the  hand  of  God.  It  didn’t 
just  happen  by  itself,”  she 
said. 


Toby  Herscovitch,  co- 
chair  of  the  Shoah  Commit- 
tee, MCed  the  evening  and 
praised  the  courage  of  the 
Stermer  family. 

“Today,  there  are  shows 
like  Survivor,  but  this  is  a 
real  survivor  story.  The 
Stemier  family  was  under 
threat  of  death  every  day 
and  showed  tremendous 
courage,”  she  said. 

“Thanks  to  their  sur- 
vival, there  are  so  many 
bright,  talented  family 
members  contributing  to 
Canada  and  the  communi- 
ties where  they  live.” 
Duffy’s  Ottawa  Citizen 
articles  about  the  Stermers 
can  be  read  at 
tinyurl.com/5tk2xl. 


Allan  Taylor 


I GROUP  PLANS 
I LIFE  INSURANCE 
I DISABILITY  INSURANCE 
I PENSION  and  RRIFs 

613-244-9073 


COLDUieiX 


bankcru 


SARAZEN  REALTY,  b«okei»ge 

Shayna  Shuster 

Sales  Representative 

613-596-4133 
www.shaynashuster.com 


WELLINGTON  VILLAGE 

Today's  colours  and  reno’s  in  a luxury  townhouse.  Custom 
kitchen  with  island.  Large  bathroom,  with  separate  shower. 
Hardwood  floors,  gas  FFP.  Walk-out  family  room  to  private 
stone  patio  and  beautifully  landscaped  garden.  Two  balconies. 
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Stephen  Scheinberg  argues  that  some  groups  who  claim  friendship  with  Israel  do  not 
always  have  the  best  of  intentions.  (OJb  Photo:  Liana  Shlien) 


Scheinberg:  neo-con  Iraq 
agenda  was  bad  for  Israel 

By  Liana  Shlien  He  said  the  Christian  Right  has  befriended  - 

Israel  today  is  more  in  need  of  friends  than  Israel  mainly  because  its  theology  dictates  the 
ever,  but  some  groups  and  individuals  who  second  coming  of  their  messiah  requires  that 
profess  strong  support  actually  harm  Israel’s  all  Jews  return  to  Israel  and  build  a Jewish 
long-term  interests  because  their  support  is  theocratic  state.  The  friendship  is  compro- 
tied  to  furthering  their  own  agendas,  accord-  mised  if  non-Jews  control  part  of  the  ancient 
ing  to  Stephen  Scheinberg,  national  co-chair  Land  of  Israel,  as  that  would  thwart  their 
of  Canadian  Friends  of  Peace  Now  (CFPN).  prophecy.  Hence  their  support  for  Israeli 
Scheinberg,  a professor  emeritus  of  histo-  rightists  and  settler  groups,  even  though  West 
ry  at  Concordia  University  in  Montreal,  has  Bank  settlements  are  counterproductive  for 
studied  right  wing  extremism  and  anti-Semi-  Israel,  he  said. 

tism,  and  is  a former  national  vice-president  Turning  from  religion  to  politics,  Schein- 
of  B’nai  Brith  Canada  (BBC)  and  twice  berg  blamed  “the  crusading  outlook  of 
chaired  BBC’s  League  for  Human  Rights.  He  George  W.  Bush’’  and  the  neo-cons  in  his  ad- 
was  the  co-editor  of  the  1997  book,  The  ministration  who  pose  as  Israel’s  “true 
Extreme  Right:  Freedom  and  Security  at  friends”  for  pushing  the  Iraq  war,  which,  he 
Risk.  said,  was  bad  for  Israel  According  to  Schein- 

Scheinberg  spoke  at  the  Soloway  Jewish  berg,  Saddam  Hussein  had  contained  Iran  and 
Community  Centre  on  October  19.  His  talk,  his  removal  upset  the  region’s  balance  of 
Who  are  Israel’s  Real  Friends?  The  Christ-  power  “making  Iran  the  unchallenged  power 
ian  Right,  Dubya  and  Other  Pretenders,  was  in  the  Middle  Easf  ’ as  it  funds  Hezbollah  and 
a salon  event  sponsored  by  CFPN  and  Out-  Hamas  and  strengthens  terrorism. 
look  magazine.  “An  absolute  fraud,”  was  how  Scheinberg 

Scheinberg  began  by  saying  that  true  described  current  Israeli-Palestinian  peace 
friends  are  not  only  supportive,  but  also  hon-  discussions,  which,  he  said,  only  served  to 
est.  He  cited  the  approach  taken  by  French  corrupt  the  Fatah  movement.  “We’re  in  a 
President  Nicolas  Sarkozy  who  told  Israel’s  crunch  situation  in  the  next  two  years.  Tlie 
Knesset  in.  January  that  France  is  Israel’s  time  window  for  the  two-state  solution  that 
friend  and  will  always  stand  by  when  its  se-  Peace  Now  has  always  advocated  is  closing.” 
curity  or  existence  is  threatened.  Sarkozy  If  the  two-state  solution  dies,  said  Schein- 

then  called  for  all  settlement  constniction  to  berg,  only  two  options  will  remain:  a one- 
stop  immediately,  offered  European  help  in  state  solution,  which  he  called  an  “absolute 
bringing  settlers  back  within  the  1 967  bor-  disaster”  and  “impossible,”  or  a situation  he 
ders,  and  said  Jerusalem  must  be  the  capital  referred  to  as  “ethnic  cleansing,”  in  which 
of  both  Israel  and  a Palestinian  state.  Palestinians  would  be  transferred  to  Jordan. 

According  to  Scheinberg,  there  are  five  Anticipating  a victory  by  the  Democratic 
policy  positions  typically  adopted  by  conser-  candidate.  Senator  Barack  Obama,  in  the 
vative  “friends”  of  Israel:  expanding  Jewish  American  presidential  election,  Scheinberg 
settlements  on  the  West  Bank;  insisting  that  said  the  next  president’s  Israel  policies  will  be 
Jerusalem  remain  entirely  under  Israeli  con-  conditioned  by  the  American  Israel  Public 
trol;  ignoring  human  rights  violations  within  Affairs  Committee,  which  Obama  addressed 
Israel;  refusing  to  talk  to  enemies  like  Hamas;  in  June. 

and  continuing  to  provide  financial  aid  to  Is-  “I  believe,  I hope,  that  Barack  Obama  will 
rael  that  is  diverted  to  West  Bank  settlements,  be  a real  friend,”  Scheinberg  said.  I 


Fundraising  for  your  community  and  global  Jewish 
community  takes  work.  Hard  work.  It  requires  many  hours, 
many  phone  calls,  one-on-one  canvassing  - and  much  more. 


The  Jewish  Federation  of  Ottawa's  2009  Annual  Campaign 
has  again  enlisted  the  support  of  IDT  - a reputable 
telemarketing  firm  based  in  Israel  - to  help  complete 
more  than  2,000  outstanding  cards. 

Their  success  will  be  our  success. 

Throughout  the  month  of  November,  IDT  will  once  again  make 
calls  to  YOU  for  donations  and  will  ask  for  credit  cards  numbers 
payment;  an  option  you  may  or  may  not  want  to  utilize. 

Whether  you  give^  a lot  or  a little  ... 
what  matters  i^’that  you  give. 

For  further  Information  please  contact  Jack  Silverstein 
at  613-798-4696  ext.246 


www.jewishottawa.com 


Live  Generously.' 


IT  DOiS  A WORLD  OF  GOOD 
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The  magic: 

Editor's  note:  JFO  Chair  Jonathan 
Freedman  has  arranged  to  share  his  col- 
umn, on  occasion,  with  the  chairs  or  pres- 
idents of  the  community’s  major  benefi- 
ciary agencies  or  committees  so  they 
can  provide  some  insight  into  their  oper- 
ations. 

Yom  Kippur  and  Rosh  Hashanah  have 
recently  come  and  gone.  Once  again,  we 
were  given  the  task  of  self-reflection,  of 
reviewing  the  deeds  of  the  past  year,  the 
good  and  the  not-so-good,  the  selfless 
and  the  selfish  acts  that  will  help  to  guide 
our  conscience  in  the  year  ahead. 

At  this  time  of  year,  many  begin  to 
plan  their  succor,  making  a conscious  de- 
cision to  give  tzedakah,  to  volunteer 
time,  to  give  more  of  themselves  for  the 
benefit  of  others.  Others  vow  to  be  more 
cognizant  of  those  around  them  and  to 
put  forth  an  effort,  on  a daily  basis,  to 
‘do  good’  with  more  spontaneous  acts  of 
kindness. 

Whatever  the  deed,  and  however  it 
comes  to  be,  we  feel  compelled,  as 


That’s  what 


human  beings  and  as  Jews,  to  help,  to 
give,  to  care. 

On  December  7,  the  Jewish  Federation 
of  Ottawa  will  be  holding  our  fourth  auT 
nual  community-wide  Mitzvah  Day  and 
1 have  the  honour  of  being  this  year’s 
Mitzvah  Day  chair. 

Our  committee  has  had  a busy  few 
months  of  planning.  We  began  by  con- 
tacting agencies  and  organizations  around 
the  city,  and  beyond,  to  find  out  how  we 
might  help  make  someone’s  day  a little 
bit  better,  a little  bit  brighter,  or  a little 
bit  easier. 

The  number  of  requests  we  received 
for  support  was  overwhelming:  celebra- 
tion kits  for  children  in  shelters,  food  for 


Mitzvah  Day 

the  homeless,  security  blankets  and 
stuffed  friends  for  children  in  crisis,  and 
winter  clothing  for  low-income  children 
and  youth,  to  name  a few. 

Through  generous  donations  from 
Friends  of  Mitzvah  Day,  we  will  once 
again  be  able  to  help  meet  some  of  the 
most  basic  physical  and  emotional 
needs  of  individuals  in  the  Ottawa 
commimity. 

But  Mitzvah  Day  isn’t  simply  about 
tzedakah.  Mitzvah  Day  is  also  about 
chesed  and  rachamim:  loving  kindness 
and  compassion. 

As  Rabbi  Jonathan  Sacks  wrote, 
'"Chesed  exists  only  in  virtue  of  emotion, 
empathy  and  sympathy,  feeling-with  and 
feeling-for.  We  act  with  kindness  because 
we  know  what  it  is  like  to  be  in  need  of 
kindness.” 

The  kindness  and  compassion  of  the 
Ottawa  Jewish  community  is  evidenced 
by  the  growing  number  of  Mitzvah  Day 
participants  each  year.  I have  no  doubt 
that  this  year’s  numbers  will  surpass  the 
last  and  will  prove,  once  again,  that  even 


is  all  about 

the  smallest  hands  can  make  a world  of 
difference  to  someone  in  need  of  kind- 
ness. 

My  four-year-old  asked  for  a magic 
wand  for  her  last  birthday.  Truthfully,  so 
did  I.  Sadly,  neither  of  us  received  one. 

1 explained  to  her  that,  while  there  are 
no  such  things  as  magic  wands,  there  is, 
indeed,  magic  within  us  all. 

The  things  that  we  are  able  to  do  with 
a few  simple  words,  with  outstretched 
hands  (small  and  large),  with  a smile  or 
with  spare  change  never  cease  to  amaze 
me. 

To  me,  this  is  what  Mitzvah  Day  is  all 
-about  - feeling  good  by  doing  good.  It’s 
addictive,  it’s  contagious  and  it’s  ab- 
solutely magical. 

My  daughter  will  create  her  own 
magic  on  December  7 when  she  cuts  off 
10  inches  of  her  hair  to  donate  to  Locks 
of  Love. 

1 hope  you  will  partake  in  some  of  the 
magic  as  we  celebrate  the  compassion 
that  lies  within  us  all.  because  that  is 
what  Mitzvah  Day  is  all  about. 


Discarding  ideological  differences  in  the  name  of  unification 


He  became  king  over  Jeshunm  when  the 
numbers  of  the  nation  gathered  the  Tribes  of 
Israel  in  Unity.  (Deuteronomy  33:5) 

Rashi  comments  that  Hashem  is  the  king  of 
the  Jews  when  there  is  unity  and  peace  among 
His  people.  However,  if  there  is  dissension  among 
them,  then  Hashem  does  not  rule  over  them. 

Could  you  imagine  a Jewish  community 
that  is  united?  An  impossible  dream?  What 
would  happen  if  ideological  differences  were 
discarded  in  the  name  of  unification  with  the 
intention  of  benefiting  all  in  the  Jewish 
community?  While  the  model  of  Jewish 
communal  life  has  been  based  on  the  concept 
of  unity  through  diversity,  too  often  diversity 
disintegrates  into  discord  and  divisiveness. 

Specifically,  examining  the  day  school 
educational  system  in  Ottawa’s  Jewish 
community  with  the  intention  of  building  if 
and  growing  it  requires  vision  and  direction 
for  the  next  number  of  years  in  terms  of 
maximum  development  and  unity  of  spirit.  At 
present,  there  are  three  different  elementary 
day  schools  serving  the  Jewish  community  of 
Ottawa.  While  one  is  the  community  school, 
the  others  serve  the  Chabad  and  Haredi 
communities  respectively,  each  with  dwindling 
enrolment  and  rising  costs. 

What  would  happen  if  the  two  ultra- 
Orthodox  schools  merged  with  the  combined 
numbers  of  students  creating  a strong, 
powerful,  critical  mass?  Are  the  ideological 
issues  that  separate  the  two  schools  today  so 
enormous  that  they  overpower  the 
commonality  of  teaching  Torah  and  Halacha 
from  an  Orthodox  perspective  that  is  relegated 
to  each?  Can  there  not  be  room  for  designated 
time  release  instruction  for  ideological 
instruction  for  each  of  the  communities 
represented  in  these  schools?  Think  of  the 
benefit  that  would  accrue  to  this  new 


From  the 
pulpit 


Orthodox  institution,  which  would  have 
approximately  1 50  students  with  the 
concomitant  result  that  classes  would  not  have 
to  be  combined  in  order  to  make  them  viable. 
Think  of  the  impact  that  a large  Orthodox 
institution  could  have  on  our  community. 

In  regard  to  the  community  day  school, 
could  there  not  develop  a second  stream  of 
religious  instruction  that  would  be  attractive  to 
the  modem  Orthodox  community  which  may 
not  feel  comfortable  in  the  ultra-Orthodox 
schools?  It  is  somewhat  disconcerting  to  hear 
that  there  are  modem  Orthodox  families  that 
are  choosing  to  send  their  children  to  public 
schools,  because  the  day  schools  do  not  meet 
their  religious  needs.  One  has  to  wonder  how 
the  public  schools  can  provide  those  religious 
needs  for  these  parents. 

Two  streams  of  Judaic  instruction  at  Hillel 
Academy  would  strengthen  its  student  base 
and  provide  for  growth  in  the  future.  To 
attenuate  its  Judaic  program  would  serve  to 
further  weaken  its  attractiveness  as  an  option 
for  parents  considering  Jewish  educational 
possibilities  for  their  children. 

By  definition  and  by  extension,  the 
community’s  high  schools  would  benefit  from 
the  strengthening  of  our  elementary  schools. 
The  introduction  of  a merged  Orthodox  school 
and  the  creation  of  a new  religious  stream  at 
Hillel,  in  addition  to  its  present  program, 
would  send  a strong  message  to  the 


community  about  the  importance  of  Jewish 
education  in  Ottawa.  The  emphasis  on  strong 
elementary  day  school  education  would  set  the 
tone  for  an  increased  awareness  of  the 
importance  of  the  next  phase  of  instruction 
which  would  be  high  school  education. 

Our  community  high  school,  Yitzhak  Rabin 
High  School  (YRHS),  and  the  Ottawa  Torah 
Institute  can  only  benefit  from  the  presence  of 
strong  elementary  Jewish  schools  in  Ottawa.  If 
ultra-Orthodox  families  can  gain  from  the 
presence  of  a large  merged  Orthodox  day 
school,  there  would  be  no  need  for  these 
people  to  contemplate  sending  their  children 
out  of  town  for  high  school  education. 
Naturally,  the  new  student  body  would 
gravitate  to  the  Jewish  high  schools  in  town 
which  would  be  open  to  all  students 


expressing  an  interest  in  continuing  their 
Jewish  education  regardless  of  ideology. 

The  development  of  a strong  Hillel 
Academy  with  its  emphasis  on  two  streams  of 
Judaic  instruction  will  prove  beneficial  to 
YRHS  as  the  Hillel  students  will  want  to  con- 
tinue their  Jewish  education  on  a higher  level 
as  well.  At  present,  high  school  Jewish  edu- 
cation is  seen  by  many  as  superfluous  at  best. 

The  rabbis  of  the  Talmud  warn  us  to 
anticipate  the  future  in  terms  of  our  planning. 
That  is  the  essence  of  wisdom.  While  larger 
Jewish  population  centres  can  afford  the 
plethora  of  Jewish  educational  institutions, 
Ottawa  cannot.  At  the  end  of  the  day,  the 
question  has  to  be  asked  when  it  comes  to 
Jewish  education:  What  is  in  the  best  interests 
of  our  students? 
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Canadian,  U.S.  and  Israeli  elections  make  this  a 


fascinating  time 


This  season  has  - and  will  continue  to 
be  - a fascinating  time  for  those  of  us 
who  are  highly  interested  in  politics. 

As  1 write,  we’re  about  two  weeks  past 
the  Canadian  federal  election  and,  in  a 
few  days,  Americans  will  head  into  their 
voting  booths.  And  the  Israeli  election 
date  has  now  been  set  for  February  10. 

By  the  time  you  read  this  column,  the 
results  of  the  U.S.  election  will  be  known. 
If  the  polling  data  available  three  days  be- 
fore the  election  holds  up  - and  I’ll  be 
highly  surprised  if  it  doesn’t  - Senator 
Barack  Obama  of  Illinois  will  be  the 
president-elect. 

Obama’s  election  will  be  a watershed 
moment  in  American  history  - a moment 
whose  great  hope  and  promise  Obama 
will  have  to  work  hard  to  fulfil  in  the 
coming  years. 

The  question  has  been  raised  often  dur- 
ing the  very  long  presidential  campaign 
about  what  an  Obama  presidency  will 
mean  for  Israel.  No  less  an  authority  than 
Joe  the  Plumber,  a man  Republican  candi- 
date Senator  John  McCain  called  his 
“hero,”  was  quick  to  agree  with  the  pop- 
pycockish  statement  that  “a  vote  for 
Obama  is  a vote  for  the  death  of  Israel.” 

Obama  has  been  a great  friend  to  Israel 
and  I’ve  no  doubt  he  will  continue  to  be. 
His  promised  engagement  in  the  Middle 
East  peace  process,  from  the  very  begin- 


Acting 

Editor 


Michael 

Regenstreif 


ning  of  his  mandate  - as  opposed  to 
George  W.  Bush,  who  engaged  only  at  the 
tail  end  of  his  already-failed  presidency  - 
is  the  best  hope  for  peace  since  Yitzhak 
Rabin’s  tragic  assassination. 

Ambassador  Dennis  Ross,  a highly  re- 
spected veteran  of  Middle  East  peace  ne- 
gotiations in  the  administrations  of  the 
first  George  Bush  and  Bill  Clinton,  is 
Obama’s  top  adviser  on  Middle  East  is- 
sues. He  will  be  in  Ottawa  on  November 
24  to  deliver  the  keynote  address  at  the 
Negev  Dinner.  It  should  be  fascinating  to 
hear  what  he  has  to  say  at  this  important 
time. 

Of  course,  much  will  depend  on  who 
wins  the  Israeli  election  (and  whether 
there  will  be  a Palestinian  leadership  able 
to  act  authoritatively  on  behalf  of  its  peo- 
ple). Will  Israelis  choose  Kadima’s  Livni 
or  Likud’s  Netanyahu?  They  have  very 
different  agendas. 

And,  given  Israel’s  proportional  repre- 
sentation system,  to  whom  will  the  next 
Israeli  prime  minister  be  beholden  when  it 


comes  to  putting  together  a governing 
coalition? 

Speaking  of  proportional  representa- 
tion, it’s  been  pointed  out  that,  if  Canada 
had  such  a system,  rather  than  our  first- 
past-the-post  system.  Parliament  would 
look  very  different  than  it  does  today.  The 
October  14  election  results  would  have 
given  us  fewer  Conservative  and  Bloc 
members  and  more  from  the  Liberals  and 
NDP.  The  Green  Party,  with  nearly  seven 
per  cent  of  the  popular  vote,  would  have 
elected  about  21  MPs. 

Taking  the  logic  to  its  limit,  a party  with 
one-third  of  one  per  cent  of  the  vote  could 
be  entitled  to  an  MP.  Imagine  all  the  sin- 
gle-interest groups  who  could  gamer  one- 
third  of  one  per  cent  of  the  vote.  While  Is- 
raeli electoral  law  demands  that  a party 
gamer  two  per  cent  of  the  vote  to  be  repre- 
sented in  the  120-seat  Knesset,  the  percent- 
age in  Canada,  with  308  parliamentary 
seats,  would  have  to  be  much  lower. 

Having  watched  Israeli  politics  for 
many  years,  and  having  seen  how  the 
major  Israeli  parties  have  had  to  dicker  for 
the  support  of  narrowly  focused  or  single- 
issue parties.  I’d  think  long  and  hard  be- 
fore introducing  such  a system  here. 

There  have  been  some  exciting  devel- 
opments recently  in  Ottawa’s  Jewish  edu- 


cation sector,  which  we  began  to  cover 
with  a story  I wrote  in  our  September  1 5 
edition,  featuring  an  interview  with  Donna 
Palmer-Dodds,  the  newly  appointed  head 
of  both  Hillel  Academy  and  Yitzhak 
Rabin  High  School  (YRHS),  and  about 
the  renovations  to  the  school  building 
being  done  so  that  YRHS  and  Cheder 
Rambam  could  join  Hillel  Academy  on 
the  Jewish  Community  Campus. 

We’re  following  that  story  up  with  a 
series  of  articles  about  those  and  other  de- 
velopments. The  series  is  being  written  by 
Nicola  Hamer,  a frequent  Bulletin  contrib- 
utor and  Hillel  Academy’s  new  communi- 
cations director.  The  first  article  appears 
on  page  11.  Watch  for  more  over  the  next 
several  issues. 

Speaking  of  education,  this  issue's  vol- 
unteer spotlight,  on  page  13,  is  about 
Marlene  Rivier.  a longtime  volunteer  with 
the  Ottawa  Modem  Jewish  School.  The 
series  of  volunteer  spotlights  Benita 
Siemiatycki  of  the  Jewish  Ottawa  Info- 
Centre  has  been  writing  for  the  Bulletin 
over  the  past  several  months  has  proven 
to  be  a popular  feature  of  the  paper. 

Community  organizations  and  agencies 
who  would  like  to  suggest  volunteers  for 
future  spotlights  are  encouraged  to  contact 
Benita  at  613-798-4644. 


Dion’s  promise  got  trumped  by  a deficit  of 


On  the  evening  of  December  2. 2006,  in 
a wide  corridor  of  Montreal’s  Palais  des 
congres,  I bumped  into  a political  lobbyist 
of  my  acquaintance. 

Both  of  us  were  trudging  slowly  through 
the  middle  of  a large,  loud  and  excited 
crowd  of  people,  everyone  leaving  the  main 
hall  of  the  convention  centre  and  heading 
out  the  doors  toward  the  charms  of  a down- 
town Montreal  Saturday  night. 

Not  too  much  earlier,  inside  the  main 
hall.  Stephane  Dion  stood  on  a confetti- 
laden stage,  flanked  by  Jean  Chretien  and 
Paul  Martin,  two  former  residents  of  24 
Sussex  Drive. 

As  the  music  blared  and  Dion  waved  to 
the  thousands  of  convention  delegates  who 
had  just  elected  him  as  the  newest  - and 
perhaps  unlikeliest  - leader  of  the  Liberal 
Party  of  Canada,  he  had  every  reason  to  be- 
lieve he  would  one  day  also  live  in  the  same 
house,  and  hold  the  same  title  of  prime  min- 
ister, as  had  the  two  men  on  either  side  of 
him. 

After  all,  of  the  10  Liberals  who  preced- 
ed Dion  as  leader,  only  one  - Edward  Blake 
- had  failed  to  become  prime  minister  of 
Canada.  And  Blake’s  leadership  came  to  an 
end  in  1887. 

Dion  had  just  won  a job  that  had  provid- 
ed a surefire  ticket  to  the  Prime  Minister’s 
Office  for  almost  12  decades  straight. 


The  delegates  seemed  as  united  as  could 
be  expected  after  a dramatic,  emotion-laden 
convention  that  saw  Dion  go  from  fourth  to 
first  place  over  two  days  and  four  ballots. 

He  had  come  into  the  convention  with 
the  estimated  support  of  about  1 5 per  cent 
of  the  delegates,  well  behind  front-runner 
Michael  IgnatielTs  28  per  cent. 

But,  on  the  final  ballot,  with  only  Dion 
and  Ignatieffleft  standing,  he  beat  the  for- 
mer front-runner  55  to  45  per  cent. 

He  was  a compromise  candidate,  sure, 
coming  up  the  middle  of  a bitter,  divisive  ri- 
valry between  Ignatieff  and  Bob  Rae.  But, 
as  they  streamed  out  of  the  convention  hall, 
most  delegates  seemed  happy  with  the 
choice,  many  of  them  won  over  by  Dion’s 
fresh  message  of  change,  integrity  and  envi- 
ronmentalism. Some  felt  they  had  dodged  a 
bullet  by  picking  the  best  candidate  to  unite 
the  party  behind  a new  kind  of  politics  and 
a new,  greener  vision  of  Liberalism. 

My  hard-bitten  acquaintance  in  the 


crowded  hallway  wasn’t  buying  any  of  it. 
He  had  come  to  the  convention  as  a Rae 
supporter,  and  was  departing  it  shaking  his 
head,  unmoved  by  the  victory  of  the  book- 
ish Dion. 

“The  Liberals.”  he  said  to  me  moments 
after  I offered  my  greetings,  “just  had  their 
Joe  Clark  moment.” 

Almost  two  years  later,  the  comparison 
has  proven  apt.  Dion,  like  Clark  three 
decades  earlier  when  he  won  the  Progres- 
sive Conservative  leadership,  had  few  allies 
in  his  party,  won  the  leadership  by  default 
when  more  charismatic  and  prominent  ri- 
vals failed  to  earn  enough  delegate  trust, 
and  promptly  developed  a reputation  as  an 
honourable-but-bumbling  leader  with  big 
ideas  but  few  political  smarts  to  implement 
them. 

After  leading  his  party  in  last  month’s 
federal  election  to  one  of  the  worst  electoral 
defeats  in  its  history,  and  then  reluctantly 
announcing  he  was  stepping  down  from  the 
leadership,  Dion  has  joined  Edward  Blake 
as  the  answer  to  a political  trivia  question: 

Who  were  the  only  two  Liberal  leaders 
who  failed  to  become  prime  minister? 

In  his  electoral  campaign.  Dion  resem- 
bled not  so  much  Joe  Clark,  but  more  John 
Tory,  the  Ontario  PC  leader  who  crashed 
and  burned  in  last  year’s  provincial  election 
campaign. 


political  skills 

Both  Dion  and  Tory  ran  big  policy 
ideas  up  the  flagpole  for  voters  -•  Tory’s 
was  public  funding  for  non-Catholic  faith- 
based  schools  and  Dion’s  was  the  so-called 
Green  Shift,  which  promised  income  tax 
cuts  to  balance  out  a new  carbon  tax  that 
would  help  fight  climate  change  - but 
neither  leader  bothered  to  check  before- 
hand if  members  of  his  own  party  were 
saluting. 

After  Tory  lost  the  election  last  year, 
here’s  what  I wrote  about  his  campaign  in 
this  space: 

“Conviction  does  matter,  of  course.  And 
yes,  principles  and  policies  also  matter.  But, 
in  the  absence  of  politics  - the  process  by 
which  those-who-would-lead  persuade 
those-who-would-be-led  to  follow  them 
down  any  particular  path  - conviction  and 
policies  can  be  as  hollow  as  ...  well ...  as 
boUow  as  John  Tory’s  campaign  turned  out 
tb  be.” 

The  description  fits  Dion’s  campaign, 
too. 

Sadly  for  Dion,  he  will  not  get  a second 
chance.  The  political  promise  that  won  the 
hearts  of  Liberal  delegates  on  December  2, 
2006  got  trumped  by  a deficit  of  political 
skills  perceived  that  day  by  at  least  one 
clear-eyed  observer  in  the  crowd. 

Alan  Echenberg  is  TVOntario 's 
Parliamentary  bureau  chief. 
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Obama’s  leading  Middle  East  adviser  to  speak  at  Negev  Dinner 


By  Ron  Kampeas 

Editor 's  Note:  The  fol- 
lowing is  excerpted  from  a 
JTA  analysis  focusing  on 
who  the  leading  Middle 
East  advisers  were  to  the 
Barack  Obama  and  John 
McCain  campaigns  for  last 
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week’s  U.S.  presidential 
election.  The  article  was 
written  in  late-October. 
This  issue  of  the  Bulletin 
went  to  press  before  Ameri- 
can voting  day  on  Novem- 
ber 4.  so  M’e  didn 't  yet  have 
the  election  results.  Howev- 
er. unless  all  the  polls  were 
incorrect  or  there  u’ax  a 
massive  shift  in  the  final  two 
days  before  the  election,  it 
is  likely  that  Obama  will  be 
the  president-elect  when 
you  read  this  article. 

Dennis  Ross,  who  is  pro- 
filed in  this  excerpt,  will  he 
in  Ottawa  on  November  24 
as  keynote  speaker  at  the 
Jewish  National  Fund  of 
Ottawa  Negev  Dinner  hon- 
ouring Barbara  Crook  and 
Dan  Greenberg.  Call  613- 
798-2411  for  information 
on  the  dinner.  ■ 

Barack  Obama’s  cam- 
paign insists  that  the  Demo- 
cratic nominee’s  top  adviser 
on  Israel  and  Iran  is  Dennis 
Ross,  who  played  a lead 
role  in  peace  talks  during 
the  first  Bush  (senior)  and 
Clinton  presidencies.  Ross 


is  now  at  the  pro-Israel 
Washington  Institute  for 
Near  East  Policy,  where  he 
is  joined  by  a staff  that  has 
leaned  more  toward  neo- 
conservatism - and  Repub- 
licans - than  he  has.  Ross’s 
position  at  the  institute  is  a 
testament  to  his  ability  to 
cross  the  aisle  - an  ap- 
proach that  is  in  sync  with 
Obama’s  insistence  that  he 
will  be  a bipartisan  presi- 
dent. 

Ross  is  widely  respected 
in  the  Jewish  community, 
but  has  been  criticized  in 
more  conservative  circles 
for  what  critics  say  was  his 


failure  to  hold  Yasser  Arafat 
accountable  for  failing  to 
live  up  to  Palestinian  com- 
mitments. 

In  his  2004  book.  The 
Missing  Peace:  The  Inside 
Stoiy  of  the  Fight  for  Mid- 
dle East  Peace.  Ross  made 
it  eminently  clear  that  at 
times  he  found  former  Is- 
raeli prime  minister  Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu  to  be  un- 
trustworthy. But  Ross  also 
has  insisted  that  the  United 
States  and  Israel  should 
have  done  more  to  hold  the 
Palestinians  to  their  agree- 
ments - and  has  consistent- 
ly blamed  Arafat  for  the 


failure  to  reach  a final  set- 
tlement at  the  end  of  the 
Clinton  administration. 

Ross  has  criticized  the 
Bush  administration  for  not 
being  engaged  enough  in 
peace  talks  - but  also  for 
announcing  urmealistic 
goals  for  achieving  a two- 
state  solution. 

By  contrast,  he  told  JTA, 
an  Obama  administration 
would  play  a more  hands-on 
role  in  Israeli-Palestinian 
peacemaking  - but  also 
steer  clear  of  any  “artificial” 
timelines.  He  says  the  cre- 
ation of  a Palestinian  state  is 
impossible  so  long  as 


Hamas  controls  Gaza. 

For  these  reasons,  Ross 
has  suggested,  Obama’s 
emphasis  would  be  more  on 
Iran.  Ross  is  one  of  the  prin- 
ciple architects  of  Obama's 
Iran  policy:  engagement  in- 
duced through  tough  sanc- 
tions. His  laundry  list  of 
possible  new  sanctions 
aimed  at  getting  Iran  to 
stand  down  from  its  sus- 
pected nuclear  weapons 
program  - the  re-insurance 
industry,  refined  petrol  ex- 
porters, central  bank  - 
echoes  exactly  those  of  Is- 
rael and  the  pro-Israel 
lobby. 


Dennis  Ross,  Barack  Obama’s  chief 
Middle  East  adviser,  will  speak  at  the 
Negev  Dinner. 

(Photo:  Washington  Institute  for  Near  East  Policy) 


Dan  Greenberg  and  Barbara  Crook  are  this  year’s  honourees  at  the 
Jewish  National  Fund  of  Ottawa  Negev  Dinner  being  held  Monday, 
November  24  at  the  Museum  of  Civilization. 
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Working  for  you!  / Au  travail  pour  vous! 


1 am  pleased  to: 

• provide  assistance  with  federal  agencies 

• arrange  letters  of  greetings 
for  special  occasions 

• answer  questions  about  federal  legislation 

• listen  to  your  feedback 


Je  suis  heureux  de: 

• vous  aider  a trailer 

avec  les  organismes  federaux 

• vous  ecrire  des  lettres  de  felicitations 
pour  des  occasions  speciales 

• repondre  a vos  questions 
sur  les  lois  federales 

• vous  ecouier 


Considering  Aliyah? 

Experience  our  new  Aliyah  Planning  Workshop 


Short  & Long  Term  Aliyah  Planning 

• Muiti*n>edia  infoimoHonoi  session 

• Employmcnl  & Rclirnmcnt  in  Isrod 

• Comnxmih'ej,  Taxes,  ScIkx^Is  ond  mofe 

Tuesday  December  9*  • 7:30  ■ 9:30pm 

Temple  isroel,  130T  Prin<e  ot  Wales  Drive,  Otfowa 
For  mof#  infomnolion  and  to  r«gi$l«r:  www.nbn.org.H/workshops 
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Aliyah:  Live  the  drMm 
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Ottawa  JNF  2008  Negev  Dinner  honouring 
Dan  Greenberg  and  Barbara  Crook 
nearly  sold  out  - Get  your  tickets  now! 

The  2008  Ottawa  Negev  Dinner  on  November  24  at 
the  Museum  of  Civilization  is  now  almost  sold  out, 
thanks  to  the  dedicated  work  of  our  campaign  chairs  led 
by  Ron  Prehogan  and  all  of  our  JNF  volunteers.  Our 
fundraising  campaign  is  a success  thanks  to  the  generous 
support  of  the  Ottawa  Jewish  community  and  the  entire 
Ottawa  business  community.  The  evening  promises  to  be 
a splendid  event,  topped  off  by  the  well-deserved  recog- 
nition of  this  year’s  Honourees,  Barbara  Crook  and  Dan 
Greenberg. 

Dan  and  Barbara  are  well  known  and  widely  admired 
in  the  Ottawa  community  for  their  enthusiastic  and  active 
involvement  and  for  their  outstanding  personal  and  finan- 
cial support  of  a wide  range  of  community  organizations 
and  institutions  in  the  arts,  health  care  and  sports.  They 
have  given  much  to  Israel  and  to  our  community  and  their 
generosity  and  leadership  is  setting  new  standards  for  Ot- 
tawa. 


Our  Honourees  have  shown  the  same  personal  care 
and  attention  they  give  all  of  their  commitments  in  their 
selection  of  the  2008  JNF  Negev  Dinner  project  in  Israel. 
The  Barbara  Crook  and  Dan  Greenberg  Reservoir  at 
Mishmar  HaYarden,  located  north  of  Lake  Kinneret,  is  vi- 
tally needed  to  help  address  the  drought  that  has  thrown 
Israel  into  its  most  severe  water  crisis  since  independence 
in  1948.  Their  choice  is  a true  reflection  of  their  love  and 
understanding  of  the  State  of  Israel  and  the  needs  of  its 
population. 

This  year,  JNF  is  also  marking  the  important  milestone 
of  Israel ’s  60th  year  as  an  independent  State.  We  are  very 
pleased  to  welcome  our  kejmote  speaker  for  the  evening. 
Ambassador  Dennis  Ross,  a man  who  is  uniquely  quali- 
fied. through  his  extensive  diplomatic,  academic  and  por 
litical  activities,  to  inform  and  enlighten  us  about  the  cur- 
rent situation  of  Israel  and  its  neighbours.  His  current  role 
as  a key  Middle  East  adviser  to  Senator  Barack  Obama 
will  mean  this  is  a not-to-be-missed  opportunity  to  learn 
about  what  lies  ahead  for  the  entire  region. 

The  Dinner  looks  like  it  will  be  sold  out  again  thjs 
year,  but  some  tickets  are  still  available.  Please  RSVP 
your  invitation  by  mail  or  call  our  office  at  the  above 
number  as  soon  as  possible  to  be  sure  you  can  join  us  for 
what  promises  to  be  a very  special  evening. 


Sefer  Bar/Bat  Mitzvah  inscriptions 

Racheli  Esther  .Alufa  Mandelker  by  her  proud  par- 
ents Barbara  Veder  and  Barry  Mandelker;  Michael 
Ruevin  Rappoport  by  his  proud  parents  Miriam  and 
Jeftrey  Rappoport;  Sabrina  .Alexis  Engel  by  her  proud 
parents  Bonnie  and  Bruce  Engel;  Mara  Lily  Bosloy  by 
her  proud  parents  Judy  and  Jonathan  Bosloy;  Yitzhak 
Tsvi  Kamil  by  his  proud  parents  Ellie  and  Arie  Kamil; 
Hannah  Leah  Silver  by  her  proud  parents  Susan  Marcus 
and  Mark  Silver 


On  a daily  basis  you  can  plant 
trees  for  all  occasions.  An  attrac- 
tive card  is  sent  to  the  recipient. 
To  order,  call  the  JNF  office 
(613.798.241 1). 


Experience  of  being  different  informs 
the  writing  of  acclaimed  new  author 


By  Michael  Regenstreif 

Once,  author  Rebecca  Rosenblum's 
acclaimed  first  book  of  short  stories,  is 
filled  with  the  kind  of  characters  - stu- 
dents. office  workers,  waitresses, 
labourers,  street  hustlers,  etc.  in  their 
20s  - that  you’d  only  encounter  in 
urban  settings.  So,  it’s  surprising  to 
hear  her  say  she  grew  up  in  Mount 
Hope,  Ontario,  a small  farming  com- 
munity near  Hamilton. 

“I  was  usually  the  only  Jewish  kid 
in  my  school,”  she  told  the  Bulletin 
while  in  town  for  a featured  appear- 
ance at  Library  and  Archives  Canada 
during  the  Ottawa  International  Writ- 
ers Festival  last  month. 

“There  was  another  Jewish  family 
that  lived  down  the  road,  but  their 
daughter  was  older. 

“My  Jewishness  does  not  inform 
my  writing  a great  deal,”  Rosenblum 
said,  “but  that  experience  of  being 
something  other  than  what  everybody 
else  was  really  does.  No  one  was  ever 
mean,  but,  every  Christmas,  we  had 
to  have  a day  where  I had  to  go  the 
front  of  the  room  and  explain  what 
Chanukah  is  because  the  teachers 
didn’t  know.” 

Being  set  apart  by  the  uniqueness 
of  being  Jewish  in  her  school,  Rosen- 
blum believes;  helped  give  her  the 
tools  she  needs  to  create  and  develop 
unique  characters  who  are  of  the  urban 
landscape,  but  set  apart  from  the  main- 
stream. 

Rosenblum,  30,  left  Mount  Hope  at 
19  for  Montreal  where  she  studied 


Author  Rebecca  Rosenblum  is  en- 
joying critical  acclaim  for  Once,  her 
first  collection  of  short  stories. 


(Photo;  Dave  Starrett) 

English  and  creative  writing  at 
McGill. 

She  then  moved  to  Toronto,  earn- 
ing a certificate  in  publishing  from 
Ryerson  and  an  MA  in  English  and 
creative  writing  from  the  University 
of  Toronto. 

She  now  works  in  Toronto  as  a 
text  book  editor  by  day  and  fiction 


writer  by  night. 

Over  the  past  several  years. 
Rosenblum  took  her  observations 
from  riding  Toronto  buses,  sitting  in 
restaurants  and  walking  down  city 
streets  and  turned  them  into  rich  short 
stories.  Her  then-unpublished  manu- 
. script  of  1 6 stories  won  her  the  presti- 
gious Metcalf-Rooke  Award  in  2007. 
In  addition  to  a prize  of  $1,500.  the 
award  also  included  publication  of 
the  book  this  fall. 

In  selecting  her  for  the  award, 
noted  authors  John  Metcalf  and  Leon 
Rooke  wrote;  “Rebecca  Rosenblum’s 
first  story  collection  was  an  exciting 
experience  for  us.  She  has  succeeded 
brilliantly  in  creating  new  and  involv- 
ing shapes  for  her  stories. 

“She  sees  the  world  through  a 
prism  absolutely  hers.  Her  dialogue  is 
flawlessly  performed.  And  the  charac- 
ters and  lives  she  presents  us  with  are 
bleakly  fascinating.  Her  hustlers  and 
students  and  waitresses,  her  adoles- 
cents, her  ineffectual  fathers  - all  in- 
habit precisely  observed  worlds.” 

Rosenblum  is  clearly  enjoying  the 
response  to  her  first  book.  The  early 
reviews  have  been  uniformly  strong 
and  she’s  in  demand  at  authors’  festi- 
vals and  other  literary  events.  Last 
week,  she  was  one  of  the  authors  fea- 
tured in  the  Cool  Jews  Cabaret  during 
Toronto’s  annual  Jewish  Book  Fair. 

Rosenblum  is  also  a busy  blog- 
ger. Her  musings  on  various  topics 
can  be  accessed  at  rebecca- 
rosenblum.blogspot.com. 


RETIRE 


Discover  an  independent  lifestyle 
which  is  erdumced  by  our  superb  service. 

We  do  the  work,  so  you  can  have  the  leisure  time  to 
ertjory  everything  Central  Park  has  to  offer. 


CENTRAL  PARK  LOUUE.S 

RETIREMENT  RESIDENCES 


'^itAaiicin^  id 


2370  & 2374  Carling  Avenue  (613)820-7333 
www.reveraliving.com 
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Promoting  quality  of  life 
for  persons 

with  deveiopmental  disabiiities 
in  a Jewish  environmnent 


Tamir  acknowledges  with  sincere  thanks  the  following 
donations,  which  were  received  as  of  October  16,  2008. 


Bar  Mitzvah  celebrant  twinned 
with  boy  who  died  in  the  Holocaust 


By  Liana  Shlien 

On  October  25,  Ian 
Jason-Byerley  shared  his 
Bar  Mitzvah  at  Temple  Is- 
rael with  another  young 
Jewish  boy  who  never  had 
the  chance  to  celebrate  his 
own.  Steffen  Wreschner,  a 
Dutch  Holocaust  victim, 
was  twinned  with  Ian  in  a 
special  memorial  program. 

As  part  of  its  Names  Re- 
covery Campaign,  Yad 
Vashem  in  Jerusalem  oper- 
ates a twinning  program  to 
remember  the  1.5  million 
children  who  died  in  the 
Holocaust  before  reaching 
Bar  or  Bat  Mitz\'ah  age.  The 
idea  is  to  “remember  the 
person  specifically,  not  just 
as  a number,”  Ian  told  the 
Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin. 

It  was  his  grandfather, 
Marvin  Jason,  who  thought 
of  the  idea,  said  Ian.  “My 
poppy  thought  it  was  the 
appropriate  thing  to  do.” 

Ian's  grandmother  is  a 
Holocaust  survivor,  and  a 
few  of  the  Bar  Mitzvah 
guests  also  lived  through 
that  era,  he  said,  so  incorpo- 
rating a Holocaust  com- 
memoration was  “nice  for 


Ian  Jason-Byerley  holds  a poster  including  photos  of 
Steffen  Wreschner,  his  Bar  Mitzvah  twin,  and  a certifi- 
cate from  Yad  Vashem  acknowledging  that  Ian  shared 
his  Bar  Mitzvah  with  Steffen,  who  died  in  the  Holocaust. 

(OJB  photo:  Liana  Shlien) 


Muzi'liov  to: 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stan  Katz  on  their  wedding  an- 
niversary by  Bcrl  Palmer 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mark  Zundcr  on  their  grand- 
I daughter's  Bat  Mitzvah  by  Betty  and  Jay  Dover 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rick  Zipes  on  the  birth  of  their 
twin  grandchildren  by  Evelyn  and  Norman 
Potechin  and  by  Diane  and  Gary  Arkin 

Mr  and  Mrs.  Gaby  Terkcl  on  the  birth  of 

I their  grandson  by  Linda  and  Stephen  Weiner 

Mrs.  Nadine  Mordfield  on  her  60lh  birthday 
by  Susan  Hcisel 

Mr.  Norm  Fcrkin  on  his  special  birthday  by 
Lois  and  Jerry  Nudclman 

Arlene  and  Norm  Glubc  on  their  40lh  wed- 
ding anniversary  by  Sharon  and  Carey  Stevens 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morris  Schachnow  on  their 
50ih  wedding  anniversary  by  Jerry  and  Lily  Penso 
Jean  and  Frank  Chalk  on  (heir  50ih  wedding 
anniversary  by  Esther  and  Abe  Tarasofsky 

Mrs.  Maureen  Katz  on  her  60th  birthday  by 
Lesley  and  Jack  Cramer 

Mr.  Barry  Bokhaul  and  Ms.  Barbara 
Greenberg  on  their  5lh  wedding  anniversary  by 
Deb.  Norm  and  Vicky 

Joan  and  Russell  Kronick  on  becoming 
grandparenfs  by  Debbie  and  Norm  Ferkin 

Mrs.  Freda  Lithwick  on  her  90ih  birthday  by 
Sharon,  Sol.  Noah  and  Kayla  Reichslein 

Sam  and  Sandra  Zunder  on  their  56ih  wed- 
ding anniversary  by  Evelyn  and  Norm  Potechin 
Sand!  and  Eddy  Cook  on  the  birth  of  their 
grandson  by  Evelyn  and  Norm  Potechin 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stan  Katz  on  their  granddaugh- 
ter’s engagement  by  Evelyn  and  Norm  Potechin 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  Moskovic  on  their  SOlh 
wedding  anniversary  by  Evelyn  and  Norm 
Potechin 

Jackie  and  Burt  Gorensicin  on  Joanne's  en- 
gagement by  Esther  and  David  Kwavnick 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  Moskovic  on  the  Bar 
Mitzvah  of  their  grandson  and  on  their  50th  wed- 
ding anniversary  by  Jerry  and  Lily  Penso 

Barbara  and  Gcrr>’  Slafsky  on  their  SOth 
wedding  anniversary  by  Lois  and  Jerry  Nudelman 
Mrs.  A1  Bernstein  on  her  90th  birthday  by 
Evelyn  and  Norman  Potechin 

Dodie  and  Bram  Potechin  on  the  recent  mar- 
riage of  Noah  and  Rajini  by  Judy  and  Seymour 
Berger 

Jerry  and  Lily  Penso  on  their  SOlh  wedding 
anniversary  by  Shirley  Dubinsky;  by  Cally  and  Sid 
Kardash;  by  Evelyn  and  Norm  Potechin;  by  Selma 
and  Barry  Davis;  Audrey,  Steven  and  Kyle  Taylor; 
by  Malca  Kahansky:  by  Shelley  and  Morris 
Schachnow.  by  Marjorie  and  Louis  Goldmaker; 
and  by  Louise  Sherman 

Refuah  Shlemah: 

Mrs.  Ethel  Taylor  by  Max  and  Ellie 
Greenberg 

Mrs.  Muriel  Benlolo  by  Debbie.  Norm  and 
Vicky  Feikin 

Rabbi  Gary  Kessler  by  Jerry  and  Lois 
Nudelman  and  by  Debbie,  Norm  and  Vicky  Ferkin 


Mrs.  Luya  Shahinsky  by  Deb.  Norm  and 
Vicky  Ferkin 

Mr.  Lcn  Farbcr  by  Dodie  and  Bram  Potechin 
Mrs.  Rhoda  Levitan  by  Dodie  and  Brain 
Potechin;  by  Sharon  and  Paul  Finn;  and  by  Evelyn 
and  Norm  Potechin 

Ms.  Nicola  Hamer  by  Evelyn  and  Norman 
Potechin 

Mr.  Norm  Potechin  by  Debbie.  Norm  and 
Vicky  Ferkin  and  by  Mr.  and  Mrs,  A.  Bernstein 

tn  Memory  of: 

Francis  Gilbert  by  Isaac  and  Hilda  Ginsburg 
David  Rolstein  by  Alexandra  and  Charles 
Wexler 

Lawrence  Weiner  by  Max  and  Ellie  Greenberg 
Earl  Blevis  by  Jerry  and  Lily  Pen.so 
Larrj’  Arron  by  Ed  and  Judi  Kerzner;  by 
Evelyn  and  Nomi  Potechin:  and  by  Paul  and 
Sharon  Finn 

Abe  Fleming  by  Debbie  and  Norm  Ferkin 
Father  of  Mrs.  Lisa  Barresi  by  Deb.  Norm 
and  Vicky  Ferkin 

Father  of  Mrs.  Rbona  Vincr  by  Lesley  and 
Jack  Cramer 

Tonia  Hirsch  by  Lesley  and  Jack  Cramer  and 
by  Esther  and  David  Kwavnick 

Brother  of  Sand!  Kwavnick  by  Esther  and 
David  KwavTiick  and  family 

Steven  Dworkin  by  Shirley  and  Dan  Gossack 
and  by  Sharon,  Sol,  Noah  and  Kayla  Reichslein 
Father  of  Heidi  Polowin  by  Dodie  and  Bram 
Potechin  and  family;  and  by  Norm  and  Evelyn 
Potechin 

Mother  of  Susanna  Dalfen  by  Evelyn  and 
Norm  Potechin 

Moisc  Benlolo  by  Esther  and  David  Kwavnick; 
by  Tamir  Participants,  Staff  and  Board  of  Direc- 
tors; by  Debbie.  Norm  and  Yicky  Ferkin;  by 
Richard  and  Marcia  Zuker;  and  by  Howard,  Seline, 
Aiexa  and  Dylan  Yegendorf 

Myer  Vexler  by  The  Vered  family  and  Anion 
Staff;  by  Barbara  and  Len  Farber;  by  Caregard 
Group;  and  by  Ian  Sadinsky  and  Joan  Bercovitch 
Shirley  Weiner  by  Jerry  and  Lily  Penso  and  by 
Tamir  Participants,  Staff  and  Board  of  Directors 

General 

In  appreciation  to  Stanley  Kershman  by  the 
Bronsiher  family 

On  the  Yahrzeil  of  a beloved  mother.  Anna 
Lazear  Saslove  by  Sonia  and  Sheldon  Shaffer 
Shana  Tova  wishes  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward 
Kerzner.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norm  Ferkin.  and  Dr.  Lome 
Weiner  and  family  by  Lois  and  Jerry  Nudelman 
Shana  Tova  wishes  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stephen 
Weiner.  Barbara  Greenberg  and  Barry  Bokhaut, 
Charlotte  and  Joel  Greenberg,  Robin,  Steve  and 
Brett  Ingram,  Linda  and  Murray  Greenberg,  Jerry 
and  Lois  Nudelman,  Judi  and  Ed  Kerzner,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Russell  Kronick,  Dr.  Ed  and  Betty  Rose,  and 
David  and  Barbara  Slipacoff  by  Deb.  Norm  and 
Vicky  Ferkin 

Congratulations  to  Chuck  Mcrovilz  on  a job 
well  done  by  Dodie  and  Bram  Potechin  and  family 


relatives.” 

His  mother,  Nina  Jason  added.  “These 
are  the  occasions  that  make  you  remember.” 

“Lots  of  people  do  this  in  Toronto,”  Ian 
said,  through  a program  offered  by  the 
Holocaust  Centre  of  Toronto,  though  his 
mother  noted  that  “it  hasn’t  caught  on  in 
Ottawa.” 

An  e-mail  was  sent  to  Yad  Vashem  re- 
questing the  name  of  a child  who  shared 
Ian's  birthday  of  December  2,  Steffen 
(1934-1945)  was  the  first  of  many  children 
whose  names  came  up. 

Margrit  Wreschner  Rustow,  Steffen’s 
aunt,  was  “completely  speechless”  and  “ab- 
solutely thrilled,”  said  Nina,  when  she  first 
called  about  twinning  Steffen. 

Rustow,  83,  who  resides  in  New  York 
City,  came  to  Ottawa  to  attend  the  Bar 
Mitzvah  and  speak  about  her  late  nephew, 
who  was  only  10  years  her  junior. 

Ian  prepared  a poster  that  included  pho- 
tos of  Steffen  and  a map  tracing  his  family’s 
path  of  migration  and  deportation. 

For  his  D'var  Torah,  Ian  read  a quote 
from  his  Torah  portion,  and  then  began 
telling  his  twin’s  story. 

Steffen  Wreschner  was  bom  in  1934  to 
an  Orthodox  Jewish  family  in  Amsterdam 
and  was  “treated  like  a prince,”  as  the  only 
boy  among  two  other  siblings.  He  lived 
close  to  his  relatives,  like  his  aunt  Margrit, 
who  took  walks  with  him  and  would  fre- 


quently come  for  Shabbat  dinners.  He  was 
described  as  a sensitive  child  with  a strong 
conviction  for  justice. 

Steffen’s  father  had  moved  his  family  to 
Amsterdam,  where  he  found  work  in  a 
metal  factory,  from  Frankftirt,  Germany, 
after  anti-Semitic  regulations  prevented 
him  from  practising  as  a lawyer  there. 

Inevitably,  the  Wreschner  family  was 
taken  away  by  the  Nazis.  They  had  pur- 
chased South  American  passports  before- 
hand so  they  were  in  a “better  camp,”  but 
conditions  soon  deteriorated  as  the  war 
drew  on. 

The  last  four  years  of  Steffen’s  child- 
hood were  spent  in  concentration  camps, 
first  at  the  Westerbork  holding  camp  in 
Assen,  Holland  and  then  at  Bergen-Belsen 
in  Germany,  where  he  died  of  scarlet  fever, 
a month  before  the  end  of  the  war.  at  age  1 0. 
Steffen  was  the  first  of  his  family  to  die.  His 
parents  and  siblings  died  shortly  after  the 
war  of  camp-related  illnesses. 

Ian  learned  about  the  Holocaust  at  He- 
brew school,  but  said  this  experience  has 
deepened  his  understanding  of  it. 

“Before,  it  was  just  numbers.  Now  I’ve 
researched  this  person,  1 know  his  story. 
I’ve  talked  to  his  living  relative.” 

Information  about  the  Yad  Vashem 
Bar/Bat  Mitzvah  twinning  program  is  avail- 
able at  tinyurl.com/5noz43. 


Donation  cards  can  be  purchased  for  a minimum  charge  of  $12.00  by  contacting  the 
Tamir  office  at  613-725-3519,  11  Nadolny  Sachs  Private,  Suite  218,  Ottawa,  On- 
tario. K.2A  1R9,  or  by  e-mail  to  aalmstedt@tamir.ca 
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Rambam  students  have  settled  into  their  new  classrooms  in  the  Hiiiei  Academy  building. 

(Photo:  Nicola  Hamer) 


Rambam  now  on  campus 
with  Hillel  Academy; 
YRHS  coming  soon 


By  Nicola  Hamer 

Hiliel  Academy  communications  director 

Jewish  education  in  Ottawa  is  being  trans- 
formed. Hillel  Academy,  the  largest  day 
school,  has  been  facing  declining  numbers  of 
students  over  the  past  few  years.  So,  too,  have 
other  Jewish  schools. 

The  Jewish  Federation  of  Ottawa  and  the 
school  administrators  decided  it  must  be  a pri- 
ority to  revitalize  Jewish  education  and  stop 
this  decline. 

At  the  same  time  as  Hillel  was  beginning 
to  look  for  ways  to  revitalize  itself,  Yitzhak 
Rabin  High  School  (YRHS)  was  looking  for 
a way  to  move  closer  to  the  Jewish  Commu- 
nity Campus. 

Last  spring,  the  two  boards  decided  that 
moving  the  high  school  into  the  same  campus 
building  as  Hillel  would  allow  the  two  schools 
to  share  resources  in  an  unprecedented  way. 

Plans  were  made  to  renovate  the  school  to 
accommodate  the  high  school.  At  the  same 
time,  Rambam,  a Chabad  elementary  day 
school,  was  also  looking  for  a new  space. 
They  agreed  to  use  part  of  the  basement  level 
of  the  school  building. 

So,  in  a remarkable  move,  the  three 
schools  worked  out  a plan  to  share  space  in 
one  building. 

The  renovations  began  immediately.  One 
wing  of  the  basement  was  completely  re- 
worked to  accommodate  Rambam.  Despite 
being  in  the  basement,  it  is  a bright  and  open 
space,  and  Rambam ’s  students  have  settled  in 
nicely  since  moving  into  their  new  space  in 
early  October.  Rambam’s  principal,  Rabbi 
Yehoshua  Botnick,  says  the  space  is  “ideal  for 
creating  a high-quality  day  school.” 

The  other  half  of  the  basement  is  also 
being  completely  overhauled.  It  will  have  a 
state-of-the-art  science  lab  and  a new  stalf 
room  for  the  teachers  of  all  the  schools.  The 
area  is  almost  ready  for  occupation,  which 
will  clear  out  the  second  floor  wing  YRHS 


will  be  using,  for  the  final  leg  of  the  renova- 
tions. Those  will  be  finished  in  December  so 
the  high  school  can  move  in  during  the  winter 
break  and  the  students  can  begin  the  second 
term  in  their  new  space. 

When  the  dust  settles,  YRHS  and  Rambam 
will  be  in  new  locations,  designed  exactly  to 
their  specifications,  and  Hillel  will  have  a new 
science  lab  and  stalf  room.  The  two  elemen- 
tary schools  will  share  the  science  lab,  gym, 
computer  lab  and  library.  Hillel  and  YRHS 
will  share  administrative  staff  and  some  pro- 
gramming. 

Sharing  resources  is  a financially-wise 
move  that  will  allow  the  teachers  of  the 
schools  to  have  joint  professional  develop- 
ment and  will  see  them  working  together  to 
improve  the  delivery  of  Jewish  education  to  a 
wider  cross-section  of  the  Jewish  community. 
Because  the  teachers  are  sharing  a staff  room, 
they  will  find  more  opportunities  to  speak  to 
other  Jewish  educators  about  different  teach- 
ing practices. 

The  staffs  of  Rambam  and  Hillel  have  al- 
ready found  the  experience  of  sharing  a build- 
ing to  be  surprisingly  positive.  Teachers  from 
both  schools  admit  to  having  been  nervous 
about  the  move,  but  each  school  has  gone  out 
of  its  way  to  accommodate  the  other.  As  Rabbi 
Botnick  says,  “Of  course,  we  expected  to  be 
tolerated  when  we  moved  here.  What  we  did 
not  expect  was  such  an  incredibly  warm  wel- 
come. The  staff  at  Hillel  has  done  everything 
they  can  to  help  us  settle  in.” 

We  believe  it  is  important  to  have  choices 
in  the  Jewish  education  parents  can  find  for 
their  children.  But  variety  does  not  mean  that 
different  educational  institutions  shouldn’t 
work  together  to  ensure  that  they  are  each  pro- 
viding the  best  education  possible  for  their  stu- 
dents. The  way  these  three  schools  are  coming 
together  proves  that  co-operation  is  possible 
and  that  we  can  help  each  other  in  providing 
our  students  with  the  best  we  have  to  offer. 


bJEWSH  NATIONAL  FUM>  i 
[ OFCANAOA  I 


JEWISH  NATIONAL  FUND  OF  OTTAWA 
^ NEGEV  DINNER  2008 


HONOURING 


Barbara  Crook  & 
Dan  Greenberg 

MONDAY,  NOVEMBER  24,  2008,  6PM 
MUSEUM  OF  CIVILIZATION 


KEYNOTE  SPEAKER 

Ambassador  Dennis  Ross  ^ ' ^|l  * 

Special  Adviser  to  Senator  Barack  Obama  c 

Lead  Negotiator  on  Israeli-Palestinian  Issues 
for  Presidents  George  H.  W.  Bush 

and  William  Clinton  t-.M 


PATRONS  OF  HONOUR 


Carol  Greenberg  • Shirley  Greenberg 


DINNER  CHAIRS 


Mike  Cullen  • Colleen  McBride-O'Brien 
Jeff  Polowin  • Ron  Prehogon 


rJTJii 


I , (riTww 
t n/i;\ 


BARBARA  CROOK  & 

DANGREENBERG 

I 1 HniZ('an.S(>ilf“r 


OPL  Renial  Communities  l™OLGWRGSf« 


For  further  information,  coll  Margo  at  (613)  798-241  1 
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Hillel  Lodge 

LONG-TERM  CARE  FOUNDATION 


In  support 
of  the  Bess  and  Moe 
Greenberg  Family 
Hillel  Lodge 
In  the  Joseph 
and  Inez  Zelikovitz 
Long  Term  Care  Centre 


Card  Donations 

Card  donations  go  a long  way  to  improving  the 
quality  of  life  for  our  residents.  Thank  you  for  con- 
sidering their  needs  and  contributing  to  their  well- 
being. 

On  behalf  of  the  residents  and  their  families,  we 
extend  sineere  appreciation  to  the  following  individu- 
als and  families  who  made  card  donations  to  the  Hil- 
lel Lodge  Long-Term  Care  Foundation  between 
October  3 and  20, 2008  inclusive. 

HONOUR  FUNDS 

Unlike  a bequest  or  gift  of  life  insurance,  which 
are  realized  some  time  in  the  future,  a named  Honour 
Fund  (i.e.,  endowment  fund)  is  established  during 
your  lifetime. 

By  making  a contribution  of  $ 1 .000  or  more,  you 
can  create  a permanent  remembrance  for  a loved  one, 
honour  a family  member,  declare  what  the  Lodge  has 
meant  to  you  and/or  support  a cause  that  you  believe 
in. 

A Hillel  Lodge  Honour  Fund  is  a permanent 
pool  of  capital  that  earns  interest  or  income  each  year. 
This  income  then  supports  the  priorities  designated 
by  you,  the  donor. 

B/ff  and  Leona  4d/er  Memorial  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Moshe  Bcniolo  by  Marilyn  Adler,  Neil  and 
Daniel  Blacher 

Harry  Torontow  by  Marilyn  Adler,  Neil  and 
Daniel  Blacher 
In  Honour  of: 

EsH  and  Shimon  Fogel  Todah  Raba  by  Elayne 
Adler,  Farley,  Jordan  and  Benjamin  Slenzler 

Eva  and  Jack  Minuk  Wishing  you  a Shana 
Tova  by  Elayne  Adler,  Farley,  Jordan  and  Benjamin 
Stenzler 

Barbara  Siegel  Mazal  tov  on  your  special  birth- 
day by  Elayne  Adler,  Farley.  Jordan  and  Benjamin 
Slenzler 

Samuel  and  Jean  Ackerman 
Memorial  Fund 
In  Honour  of: 

Irma  and  Harold  Sachs  Mazal  lov  on  the  birth 
of  your  grandson  by  Sheila  and  Larry  Hartman 

Jenny  and  Murray  Citron 
Bndowmenf  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Daniel  Yachnin  by  Dora  and  Bernard  Lipski 

Friedberg  and  Dale  Families  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Ben  Silverstone  by  Elaine  Friedberg,  Bob  and 
Jonathan  Dale 
In  Honour  of: 

Dr.  Yosef  Caytak  with  appreciation  by  the  Dale 
family 


Joe/  and  Sharon  Edelson  Famiiy  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Dave  Molot  by  Sharon  and  Joel  Edelson 
In  Honour  of: 

Bonnie  and  Chuck  Merovitz  Mazal  tov  and 
best  wishes  on  the  birth  of  your  grandson  by  Sharon 
and  Joel  Edelson 

Maicolm  and  Vera  Glube  Family  Fund 
In  Honour  of: 

Sandi  and  Eddy  Cook  Mazal  tov  and  best  wish- 
es on  the  birth  of  your  grandson  Jack  by  Vera  and 
Malcolm  Glube 

Nell  Gluck  Memorial  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Robbie  Appel  by  Maureen  and  Henry  Molot 
Toby  Appel  by  Barry,  Adrianna  and  Natalie 
Appel 

Micheal  Levenson  by  Maureen  and  Henry 
Molot 

David  Molot  by  Maureen  and  Henry  Molot  and 
Alex,  Adena,  Theo,  Edie  and  Shahar 

Beloved  Mother  of  Rena  Cederbaum  and 
Michael  Morris  by  Maureen  and  Henry  Molot  and 
Alex,  Adena,  Theo,  Edie  and  Shahar 

Ben  Silverstone  by  Maureen  and  Henry  Molot 
In  Honour  of: 

Morris  Kimmel  Mazal  tov  on  the  engagement 
of  your  granddaughter  Lcora  by  Maureen  and  Henry 
Molot 

Shelli  and  Steven  Kimmel  Mazal  tov  on  the  en- 
gagement of  your  daughter  Leora  by  Maureen  and 
Henry  Molot 

Nordau  and  Rostyn  Kanigsberg 
Family  Fund 
In  Memor>’  of: 

Alyce  Cohen  by  Roz  and  Nordau  Kanigsberg 

David,  Harvey,  Victor  Kardish  Family  Fund 
In  Honour  of: 

Max  Zelikovitz  Wishing  you  a very  happy  birth- 
day by  Sheryl  and  Harvey  Kardish  and  family 
R’fuah  Sbicma: 

Rhoda  Levitan  by  Sheryl  and  Harvey  Kardish 
and  family 

Dorothy  and  Maurie  Karp  Endowment  Fund 
in  Memory  of: 

David  Molot  by  Etta  Karp 

Morris  and  Lillian  Kimmel  Family  Fund 
In  Observance  of  the  Yahrzeit  of: 

Yehoshua  Heilman  by  Janet  Kalman 
In  Memory  of: 

Sophia  Friedberg  by  Brenda,  Nathan,  Jesse  and 
Daniel  Levine 
In  Honour  of: 

Brenda,  Nathan,  Jesse  and  Daniel  Levine 
Wishing  you  Shana  Tova  by  Lea  and  Yitzhak  Kalin 


Joan  and  Russell  Kronick  Family  Fund 
In  Honour  of: 

Joan  and  Russell  Kronick  Wishing  you  a happy 
and  healthy  New  Year  by  Ingrid  and  Gerry  Levitz 

Levenson-Polowin  Feeding  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Rabbi  Michael  Levenson  by  Inez  Zelikovitz; 
Angie  and  Jeff  Polowin;  and  Bev  and  Abe  Feinslein 

Ida  and  Sidney  Lithwick  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Sidney  Lithwick  by  Jean  and  Matt  McGrath 

Elliot  and  Helen  Marshall  Family 
Endowment  Fund 
In  Honour  of: 

Claire  and  Irving  Bercovitch  Mazal  tov  on  the 
birth  of  your  little  granddaughter  by  Helen  and  Elliot 
Marshall 

Shirley  and  Maurice  Rose  Memorial  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Matti  Wasserberger  by  Mavis  and  Simon 
Wasserberger 
In  Honour  of: 

Laura  and  David  Rose  Mazal  tov  on  your  30th 
anniversary  by  Mavis  and  Simon  Wasserberger 

Schachter/lngber  Family  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Beloved  mother  of  Eve-Lyne  Taylor  by  Anne 
Cote,  Heather  Norris,  and  Tina  Perrier  of  Allerhacare 
Ottawa 

Stephen  and  Debra  Schneiderman 
Family  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Albert  Dorland  by  Debra  and  Stephen 
Schneiderman 

Harry  Torontow  by  Debra  and  Stephen 
Schneiderman 
In  Honour  of: 

Ina  and  Mark  Golfman  Mazal  tov  on  the  Bar 
Mitzvah  of  your  son  Matthew  by  Debra  and  Stephen 
Schneiderman 

Shelli  and  Steven  Kimmel  Mazal  tov  and  best 
wishes  on  Leora’s  engagement  by  Debra  and 
Stephen  Schneiderman 
R'fuah  Shlema: 

Lillian  Laks  by  Debra  and  Stephen 
Schneiderman 

Label  and  Leona  Silver  Family  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Ida  Schleider  by  Millie  Schaenfield  and  family 
In  Honour  of: 

Barbara  Siegel  Mazal  tov  and  best  wishes  on 
your  special  birthday  by  Leona  and  Label  Silver 

Sarah  and  Amie  Swedler  Family  Fund 
In  Observance  of  the  Yabrtzeit  of: 

Ina  Swedler  McCarthy  by  Golda  Feig  and  Ned 
Steinman 
In  Honour  of: 

Freda  Lithwick  Wishing  you  a very  happy 
special  birthday  by  Sarah  and  Amie  Swedler 

Monica  and  Alvin  Stein  Mazal  tov  on  the  birth 
of  your  new  grandchild  by  Sarah  and  Amie  Swedler 
Sarah  Swedler  Mazal  tov  on  being  honoured  at 
the  Hillel  Lodge  Tea  by  Rhoda  Weinberg 

Carole  and  Norman  Zagerman  We  wish  you  a 


very  happy  anniversary  filled  with  good  health  and 
continued  happiness  by  Sarah  and  Amie  Swedler 

Harry  Torontow  Family  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Harry  Torontow  by  Jean  Naemark;  William 
Bloom;  Ruth  and  Irving  Aaron;  Bea  Torontow  and 
family;  and  Sylvia  Monson 

Eric  V/einer  and  Arlene  Godfrey 
Family  Fund 
In  Honour  of: 

Lily  and  Jerry  Penso  Mazal  tov  and  best  wish- 
es on  your  special  anniversary  by  Arlene  Godfrey, 
Eric,  Melissa  and  Laura  Weiner 

Carole  and  Norman  Zagerman  Family  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Alyce  Cohen  by  Carole  and  Norman  Zagerman 
R'fuah  Shlema: 

Laya  Shabinsky  by  Carole  and  Norman 
Zagerman 

Kiddish  Fund 
In  Honour  of: 

Dr.  Skippy  Kronick  with  great  appreciation  and 
best  wishes  to  you  and  your  family  for  a Shana  Tova 
by  Morris  Schachnow 


IN  MEMORY  OF: 

Moshe  Benlolo  by  Ruth  and  Irving  Aaron 
Alyce  Cohen  by  Ingrid  and  Gerry  Levitz 
Albert  Dorland  by  the  Residents,  Board  and 
Staff  of  Hillel  Lodge;  and  Catherine  and  Jim 
Montgomery 

Stephen  Dworkin  by  Andrea  and  Michael 
Malek  and  family;  and  Karen  and  Andre  Taylor  and 
family 

Max  Heller  by  Edith  Landen 
Bessie  Litvack  by  Lisa,  Sam,  Sarah  and  Joseph 
Feldberg 

David  Molot  by  William  Bloom;  Ruth  and 
Irving  Aaron;  and  Annette  and  Jack  Edelson 

Antonia  Steenbakkers  by  Bill,  Maria,  Hub, 
Michele.  Mya  and  Landen  Steenbakkers 

Max  Steinberg  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  AJ  Bernstein 
Harry  Torontow  by  the  Residents,  Board  and 
Staff  of  Hillel  Lodge 

Shirley  Weiner  by  Andrea  and  Michael  Malek 
and  family;  and  Laurie  and  Bill  Chochinov 

IN  HONOUR  OF: 

Irving  Farber  In  appreciation  by  Rose  and 
Morrie  Konick 

Joanne  Gorenstein  Mazal  tov  and  best  wishes 
on  your  engagement  by  Ingrid  Levitz 

Carol  and  Mark  Tolchinsky  Wishing  great  hap- 
piness to  you  all  on  the  occasion  of  Rayna  and  Ben's 
engagement  by  Laurie  and  Bill  Chochinov 

Rayna  Tolchinsky  and  Ben  Goldstein  Wishing 
you  both  many,  many  years  of  happiness  and  health 
together  by  Laurie  and  Bill  Chochinov 

R’FUAH  SHLEMA: 

Lillian  Laks  by  Reva,  David  and  Lyrui  Abrams 

A generous  donation  to  Hillel  Lodge  has  been 
made  in  observance  of  the  Yahrzeit  of  Esther 
Malka  Bruner,  a dear  mother  and  grandmother 
by  Albert  and  Eloise  Bruner  and  family. 


THE  LODGE  EXPRESSES  ITS  SINCERE  APPRECIATION  FOR  YOUR  KIND  SUPPORT 
AND  APOLOGIZES  FOR  ANY  ERRORS  OR  OMISSIONS.  DUE  TO  SPACE  LIMITATIONS,  THE  WORDING  APPEARING 
IN  THE  BULLETIN  IS  NOT  NECESSARILY  THE  WORDING  WHICH  APPEARED  ON  THE  CARD. 


GIVING  IS  RECEIVING  - ATTRACTIVE  CARDS  AVAILABLE  FOR  ALL  OCCASIONS 

Here's  a good  opportunity  to  recognize  an  event  or  convey  the  appropriate  sentiment  to  someone  important  to  you  and  at  the  same  time  support  the  Lodge.  Card  orders  may 
be  given  to  Debra  or  Rhonda  at  613-728-3900,  extension  111,  9:30  am  to  3:30  pm  Monday  to  Thursday,  9:00  am  to  2:00  pm  Friday.  You  may  also  e-mail  your  orders  to 
donations(^iUel‘Uc.com,  E-mail  orders  must  include  name,  address,  postal  code,  and  any  message  to  person  receiving  the  card;  and,  amount  of  donation,  name,  address  and 
postal  code  of  the  person  making  the  donation.  Cards  may  be  paid  for  by  Visa,  Mastercard,  American  Express,  Cheque  or  Cash.  Contributions  are  tax  deductible. 
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Volunteer  spotlight 


OMJS  bids  farewell  to  long-time  volunteer 


Volunteering  enables  one  to  live  their  life  in  a way  that’s 
consistent  with  their  values,  says  Marlene  Rivier. 

(OJ6  Photo:  Benita  Siemiatycki) 


By  Benita  Siemiatycki 

What  do  you  get  when 
you  combine  a Jewish  moth- 
er, a social  activist  and  the 
Energizer  bunny?  The  an- 
swer is  Marlene  Rivier,  who 
is  most  known  as  a febour 
leader,  and  who  was  the 
New  Democratic  Party  can- 
didate in  Ottawa-West  Ncr 
pean  in  the  recent  federal 
election. 

Less  well  known  is  her 
long-term  leadership  and 
volunteer  commitment  to 
Ottawa  Modern  Jewish 
School  (OMJS),  which  her 
three  children  attended.  This 
past  June  marked  her  retire-* 
menl  from  the  OMJS  Board 
of  Directors,  which  she 
joined  in  1999.  She  served 
as  president  from  2000  to 
2006  and  her  last  two  years 
on  the  board  were  as  an  ac- 
tive past  president,  even 
though  her  youngest  child 
graduated  in  2006. 

Raised  in  Ottawa,  Mar- 
lene and  her  sisters  are 
OMJS  alumni  themselves. 
iPhe  feels  a strong  affiliation 
to  the  school  because,' “for 
many  of  our  families,  we  are 
the  only  link  to  the  Jewish 


community.  For  some,  our 
school  becomes  a portal  and 
people  involve  themselves 
in  other  activities  within  the 
community,  or  Join  shuls,  or 


whatever.  We  feel  our  role  is 
very  unique.  And,  without 
OMJS,  we  would  lose  an  im- 
portant portal  for  people 
who  are  not  affiliated  to  the 
community.” 

Early  in  Marlene's  presi- 
dency, the  school  experi- 
enced a sharp  drop  in  enrol- 
ment, forcing  the  school  to 
examine  what  it  was  doing 
right  and  wrong.  She  led  a 
strategic  planning  exercise 
that  helped  put  into  place 
new  mechanisms  that  were 
effective  in  increasing  enrol- 
ment. Those  strategies  are 
still  being  used  today. 


www.freedmanfinancialsolutions.com 


Mark  W.  Freedman  b.a„  ma,  cfp 

Insurance,  Investments,  Financial  Planning 

Focusing  on  YOUR  needs 

Worried  about  the  markets  and  your  investments? 
Call  me  for  an  honest  evaluation.. 

613.614.5650 


What’s  happening  at 
Congregation  Beth  Shalom 


Monday,  November  17  Book  Club 

Sunday,  November  23  Street  Smarts  Program/Reptiles  Rock 
Saturday,  November  29  Saturday  Night  Fever  Dance 
Thursday,  December  4 Kibitz  Club  Luncheon 
Friday,  December  5 Kabalat  Shabbat  Service  and  Dinner 
Sunday,  December  14  Mad  Science  Hanukkah  Event 
Watch  for  more  upcoming  events.  Everyone  is  Welcome! 


For  more  information,  please  contact  the  synagogue 
at  613-789-3501,  ext.  223  or  info@bethshalom.ca 
www.bethshalom.ca 


One  major  decision  the 
board  made  under  Marlene’s, 
leadership  was  to  eliminate 
the  Wednesday  classes  and 
offer  a Sunday-only  pro- 
gram, largely  due  to  low  at- 
tendance on  Wednesdays. 
That  change  required  alter- 
ations to  the  curriculum. 

“If  people  aren’t  signing 
up.  you  have  to  be  respon- 
sive to  what  people  want,” 
Marlene  believes. 

Professionally,  Marlene 
is  a psychological  associate 
at  the  Royal  Ottawa  Mental 
Health  Centre.  Not  one  to  sit 
still,  it’s  her  community  ac- 
tivism that  draws  Marlene  to 
causes  that  “come  ultimately 
from  my  personal  philoso- 
phy and  my  approach  to  the 
therapy  work  1 do. 

“1  describe  myself  as  a 
narrative  therapist.  I look  at 
people  within  their  social, 
cultural  and  political  con- 
texts. Often  the  problems 
they  have  grow  out  of  some 
of  the  conditions  in  which 
they  live.  I need  to  speak  out 
on  these  issues  that  affect  so 
many  people  and  are  such  a 
detriment  to  their  quality  of 
life.” 

These  beliefs  have  led 
Marlene  to  be  chair,  since 
2006,  of  the  Ottawa  Health 
Coalition  which  represents 
the  public  interest  in  issues 
pertaining  to  health  care. 
Previously,  she  headed  up 
People  for  Public  Hospitals, 
which  was  concerned  with 
the  privatization  of  hospi- 


tals, and  fought  against  the 
private/public  partnership 
planned  for  the  Royal  Ot- 
tawa Hospital.  In  1996,  she 
organized  the  health  profes- 
sionals at  the  Royal  Ottawa 
joining  the  Ontario  Public 
Service  Employees  Union 
and  currently  sits  on  the  ex- 
ecutive of  the  Ottawa  and 
District  Labour  Council.  She 
has  also  volunteered  over 
many  years  for  anti-poverty 
and  enyironmenlal  groups. 

Volunteering  is  one  way. 
Marlene  believes,  for  people 
to  enhance  their  skill  sets. 
For  instance,  the  skills  she 
learned  during  the  strategic 
planning  exercise  at  OMJS 
and  through  organizing 
focus  groups  for  other  pro- 
jects has  benefited  her  in 
other  areas  of  her  life.  She 
also  derives  great  satisfac- 
tion from  the  work  she  does. 

“Volunteering  is  very  sat- 
isfying and  enables  you  to 
live  your  life  in  a way  that’s 
consistent  with  your  val- 
ues,” she  says.  “Tlte  interac- 
tion you  have  is  very  gratify- 


BLOOMFIELDS 

FLOWERS 


ing.  You  meet  wonderful 
people.  That  is  very  enrich- 
ing.” 

The  Jewish  imperative  of 
Tikkun  Olam  lies  beneath 
much  of  her  work,  she  says. 

“I  feel  I have  an  obliga- 
tion to  engage  in  Tikkun 
Olam  on  their  [her  chil- 
dren’s] behalf.  So  that  the 
world  they’re  in  is  an  in- 
creasingly healthy  and  better 
world.” 

Two  of  Marlene's  chil- 
dren attend  university  in  Ot- 
tawa. and  the  youngest  is  in 
high  School.  She  stresses 
that,  although  she  welcomes 
their  volunieerism  if  they 
choose  to.  “I  feel  strongly 
that  my  children  need  to 
make  their  own  choices  and 
not  feel  compelled  to  join 
my  causes.” 

Benito  Siemiatycki  of  the 
Jewish  Ottawa  InfoCentre 
profiles  community  volun- 
teers in  the  Bulletin.  Many 
organisations  are  in  desper- 
ate need  of  volunteers.  Call 
the  InfoCentre  at  613-798- 
4644 for  information. 


101  Fourth  Ave. 

The  Glebe 
Ottawa 

T:  613-230-6434 
F:  613-230-0551 

nivw.bloomriddsnowcrs.com 


With  Alterncare,  you  CAN  afford  more  home  care..,,^ 
^ for  your  loved  ones  than  you  think. 


Alternacare  provides  a wide 
range  of  services  including 
nursing  care,  personal  care  and 
companions  in  a variety  of 
settings  ...  at  home,  in  hospital, 
in  retirement  residences  or  long 
term  care.  Our  rates  are 
affordable. 

Alternacare  puts  the  human 
element  back  into  health  care. 


Call  today  for  a free  assessment 
■j  (613)  237-8888 

24  l^urs  a day  / 7 days  a week 

www.Altemacare.ca 

ALTERpACM^^ 
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Goldblum  resurrects  controversial  Holocaust  survivor 


By  Naomi  Pfcfferman 
Jewish  Journal 
of  Greater  Los  Angeles 
In  order  to  play  the  lead  in 
Adam  Resurrected,  Jeff  Goldblum 
said  he  spent  "months  crying  and 
crawling  around  on  all  fours.” 

In  the  movie  - adapted  from 
Yoram  Kaniuk’s  controversial 
1969  novel  - Goldblum  portrays  a 


German  circus  clown  who  survives 
the  Holocaust  by  entertaining  his 
concentration  camp’s  comman- 
dant: specifically  by  pretending  to 
be  a dog  and  even  sharing  a pen 
with  the  officer's  German  shep- 
herd. The  fictional  Adam  Stein 
also  proves  useful  by  serenading 
Jews  on  his  violin  as  they  march  to 
the  gas  chambers. 


After  the  war,  the  character  is 
suave  and  sexually  voracious  (al- 
beit with  a sadistic  streak),  but 
eventually  suffers  a mental  break- 
down. He  begins  to  heal  only 
when  he  bonds  with  an  abused  boy 
in  a rehabilitation  hospital  in  Is- 
rael. 

While  the  film  has  received 
mixed  reviews,  critics  have  so  far 


praised  Goldblum  for  what  many 
are  calling  a “tour  de  force”  per- 
forraance. 

Director  Paul  Schrader  has  said 
that  Goldblum  was  the  only  actor 
he  ever  had  in  mind  for  the  role, 
due  to  the  performer’s  ability  to  si- 
multaneously radiate  vulnerability 
and  a cavalier,  almost  glib  chann. 

Goldblum  has  demonstrated 
these  qualities  in  the  roles  that 
have  made  him  iconic  in  the  popu- 
lar culture:  a genius  who  morphs 
into  an  insect  in  David  Cronen- 
berg’s The  Fly:  a geeky  Jewish 
cable  guy  who  saves  the  world  in 
Independence  Day:  and  a mathe- 
matician with  the  charisma  of  a 
rock  star  in  Jurassic  Park. 

Although  he  has  not  made  a 
blockbuster  since  the  1990s,  Gold- 
blum said  he  has  been  content  with 
his  smaller  film  and  theatre  roles, 
recently  earning  stellar  reviews  for 
his  turn  in  David  Mamet’s  Speedr 
thc-Plow  in  London  and  has  just 
replaced  Chris  Noth  on  television’s 
Law  & Order:  Criminal  Intent. 

"What’s  the  word  from  the 
Passover  seder?  Dayenu  - if  noth- 
ing else  happened  it  would  be 
enough,”  he  said. 

Several  years  ago.  the  script  of 
Adam  Resurrected  arrived  at  his 
Hollywood  Hills  home. 

‘i  was  quickly,  entirely,  wildly 
mesmerized,”  he  recalled  of  his 
first  reading.  "The  character  is  so 
complicated  and  contradictory,  full 


Sound  of  the  shofar  heard  at  Merivale  High 


Student  Ethan  Calof  blows  the  shofar  at  a Rosh  Hashanah  gathering  of  the  Merivale  High  School 
Jewish  Culture  Club.  (Photo:  Irv  Osterer) 


Jewish  students  meet  with  Allan  Rock 


A delegation  from  Hitlel  Ottawa  and  the  Chabad  Student  Network  met  with  Allan  Rock,  the  newly  installed  president  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Ottawa,  on  October  27.  Among  the  items  discussed  was  the  fact  that  the  Jewish  students  share  Rock’s  vision  of  communi- 
ty, the  protection  of  Jewish  students  on  campus  and  kosher  food  services  for  students. 

Pictured  (left  to  right):  Mark  Friedman,  president  of  Univesity  of  Ottawa  Hillel;  Adam  Berkin,  president  of  Chabad  Student  Net- 
work; Rabbi  Dovid  Hayes;  Allan  Rock;  Rabbi  Chaim  Boyarsky,  director  of  Chabad  Student  Network;  Yocheved  Boyarsky;  Rachel  Guy 
Levine,  president  of  Jewish  Law  Student’s  Association;  and  Alana  Kayfetz,  executive  director  of  Hillel  Ottawa.  (Photo:  Peter  Waiser) 


of  towering  grief  and  rage  and  po- 
etry and  majesty.  And  the  story,  of 
course,  is  moving  and  provocative 
and  disturbing.” 

Goldblum  read  and  reread 
Kanuik’s  stream-of-consciousness 
novel  - which  was  among  the  first 
to  depict  the  Holocaust  and  its  af- 
termath with  biting  sarcasm  - with 
some  trepidation. 

"The  Holocaust  is  delicate,  hal- 
lowed ground,  so,  yes,  1 felt  ner- 
vous about  the  subject  matter  and 
was  aware  of  some  of  the  pitfalls,” 
he  said,  stammering  and  pausing 
in  his  idiosyncratic  way.  "A  life- 
time is  not  enough  to  really  under- 
stand or  know  the  events,  so  1 
spent  a year  immersing  myself  in 
the  era.” 

Goldblum  visited  the  Museum 
of  Tolerance,  spent  a month  in 
Germany  to  perfect  his  character's 
accent  and  interviewed  survivors 
in  Berlin  and  in  Los  Angeles  at 
Cafe  Europa,  a support  group  at 
the  Westside  Jewish  Community 
Center.  At  six-foot-four,  he  tow- 
ered over  the  elderly  Jews  with 
whom  he  talked  and  danced  at  a 
Purim  party. 

He  visited  the  Majdanek  con- 
centration camp,  where  he  peered 
into  the  gas  chamber,  and  he  spoke 
frequently  to  author  Kaniuk,  who 
laughed  when-the  actor  said  he  was 
taking  violin  lessons  for  the  role. 

"He  said  I had  better  learn  to 
bark  like  a dog,”  Goldblum  re- 
called. The  actor  promptly  emitted 
“yips  and  yaps”  into  the  receiver  - 
but  he  took  the  author’s  advice  se- 
riously, going  so  far  as  to  meet 
with  Cesar  Milan,  of  “The  Dog 
Whisperer,”  and  to  “spend  time 
with  German  shepherds.” 

Lest  one  think  this  was  overkill, 
he  pointed  out  that  his  character 
loses  virtually  everything  in  the 
Holocaust  - not  only  his  family 
and  his  circus,  but  also  his  very  hu- 
manity. 

“Paul  (Schrader)  describes  the 
film  as  a story  about  a man  who 
was  once  a dog,  who  meets  a dog 
who  was  once  a boy,”  Goldblum 
said. 

The  55-year-old  actor  is  as 
renowned  among  directors  for  his 
background  research  as  he  is  for 
his  quirky,  awkward  but  charming 
repartee.  He  spoke  to  the  Journal 
from  his  Law  & Order  dressing 
room  in  Manhattan,  where  he  was 
studying  a new  script  on  his  day 
off.  When  Goldblum  made  The 
Fly,  he  reportedly  caught  a fly  in  a 
bag  in  order  to  observe  its  habits. 

Goldblum  said  he  received  only 
a “smattering”  of  Holocaust  educa- 
(Continued  on  page  1 5) 


Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin  - November  10,  2008  - Page  15 


JARDINS  RIDEAU  GARDENS 

Retirement  Residence 


SUITES  AVAILABLE  ON  OUR  SECURE, 
ASSISTED  CARE  FLOOR 


Treat  yourself  to  comfort  and  security  in  an 
environment  where  you  can  enjoy  all  the 
attentions  for  which  Jaidins  Rideau  Gardens 
is  known. 

* Guaranteed  rate  for  life  available 

* Respite,  convalescent  and  trial  stays 

* Link  to  Ubraiy  Tni>rA 

* Studio,  1 and  2 bedroom 

open  house  every  Saturday  and  Sunday,  11:00  am  - 3:00  pm 
240  Friel  Street  Ottawa  (at  the  comer  ol  Ridean) < ® 


For  more  information,  call  613-789-7137 


Allegro 


New  Israeli  ambassador  to  speak  at  AoudaUi  Israel 

Israel’s  new  ambassador  to  Canada,  Miriam  Ziv,  will  be  the  keynote  speaker  at 
the  second  in  a series  of  Shabbat  dinners  being  hosted  by  Agudath  Israel  Con- 
gregation. The  event,  which  features  a Middle  Eastern  menu,  takes  place  on  Fri- 
day, November  21  at  Agudath  Israel  Synagogue,  1400  Coldrey  Avenue. 

A career  diplomat,  Ziv  enjoyed  a four  year  posting  as  vice-consul  to  the  Israeli 
Consulate  in  Toronto  in  the  1970s.  The  ambassador  is  seen  here  with  Governor  Gen- 
eral Michaelle  Jean  after  presenting  her  credentials  on  September  15  at  Rideau  Hall. 

Kabbalat  Shabbat  services  begin  at  4:05  pm.  Dinner  will  follow  at  6 pm.  The 
cost  for  the  dinner,  which  must  be  paid  in  advance,  is  $35  (adults),  $25  (students) 
$20  children  six-12;  children  under  six  attend  free.  Reservations  must  be  made  by 
November  18.  The  community  is  invited  to  attend.  RSVP  to  the  shut  office  at  613- 
728-3501.  Only  those  with  paid  reservations  will  be  admitted  to  the  dinner. 

^hoto:  MCpI  Jean  Fran^ois-NSron,  Rideau  Hall) 


a feel  for  the  real  thing 


circus  clown  who  survives  the  Holocaust  by  entertaining  his  concentration  camp’ 


Goldblum  wanted  to  get 


(Continued  from  page  1 4) 
tion  while  growing  up  the 
son  of  a physician  in  subur- 
ban Philadelphia.  He  attend- 
ed, an  Orthodox  synagogue 
where  he  became  Bar  Mitz- 
vah. 

Goldblum  said  he  lost  no 
relatives  in  the  Holocaust, 
although  an  uncle  he  closely 
-resembles  was  a pilot  who 
was  shot  down  and  killed  in 
the  Second  World  War.  The 
actor,  too,  has  experienced 
his  share  of  losses,  including 
the  deaths  of  his  father  in 
1983  and  a brother,  Rick, 
who  succumbed  to  a virus 
contracted  in  North  Africa 
when  Jeff  was  19, 

By  that  time.  Goldblum 
had  been  performing  piano 
professionally  for  five  years, 
finagling  gigs  by  telephon- 
ing numbers  listed  under 
“cocktail  lounges”  in  the  di- 
rectory. He  studied  acting 
with  the  legendary  Sanford 
Meisner  and  landed  the  role 
of  a rapist  in  1974’s  Death 
IVis/l 

The  Big  Chill  proved  to 
be  his  big  break  in  1983. 

But  Adam  Resurrected,  so 
far,  has  proved  to  be  his 
biggest  challenge  as  an  actor. 


Holocaust  scholar 
Michael  Berenbaum  was 
impressed  when  he  met  with 
Goldblum  to  talk  about  sur- 
vivors and  the  Nazi  era. 

‘it  was  quite  stunning 
how  seriously  he  prepared,” 
Berenbaum  said.  “He  want- 
ed to  get  the  feel  and  tension 
of  fhe  character  and  to  enter 
his  inner  world. 

“And  he  read  every  book 
1 gave  him,  from  Elie 
Wiesel’s,  The  Town  Beyond 
the  Wall,  which  deals  with 
how  a man  used  his  madness 
to  heal  from  existential  de- 
spair, to  Victor  FrankePs 
ideas  about  the  aftemiath  of 
the  Holocaust  - that  for 
spme,  liberation  came  much 
later  than  the  physical  liber- 
ation. 

“I  also  remember  him 
down  on  his  hands  and 
knees  as  a dog  - Jeff  Gold- 
blum in  his  Hollywood  Hills 
home  as  a damn  dog.  He  had 
lost  a lot  of  weight  for  the 
movie,  and  I was  struck  by 
how  tall  and  thin  he  was." 

“I  wanted  to  get  as  much 
a feel  for  the  real  thing  as  I 
could,”  Goldblum  ex- 
plained. “I  just  hope  I was 
worthy  enough  for  the  role.” 


Jeff  Goldblum  performs  as  a 
commandant. 

Adam  Resurrected  was 
screened  this  past  weekend 
at  the  AFI  Film  Festival  in 
Los  Angeles  and  in  Septem- 
ber at  the  Toronto  Interna- 
tional Film  Festival.  Wide 
release  is  expected  soon. 
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ROYAL  LePAGE 
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Team  Real^ 

200-I335  Carling  Avenue 
Ottawa,  Ontario  K1Z8N8 
Phone:  613-725-1171 
Private  Fax;  613-248^781 
Toll  Free:  1-800-307-1545 
Email:  greenjc{^magma.ca 


.7  MTONU. 

Tcf  mN«icn«Uy 


www;jeff reygrecnberg.com 


SsosafioDal 
3ar)d\s>icp2S 
by  Jams 

specializing  in  party  sandwiches 

(minimum  order  4 dozen  pieces) 

^lunches,  meetings,  shivas,  office  parties^ 
clubs,  showers,  conferences 


The  GISHUR  CENTER 
Rabbi  Ely  M.  Braun,  M.S. 

Psychotherapist,  Mediator,  Coach 


Churchill  Professional  Building 
725  Churchill  Avenue  N Suite  200 
Ottawa,  Ontario  K1Z5G7 
embraun@gishurcenter.org  61 3-721  -1262 
“ ...  Bridging  Heaven  and  Earth  ...”  Zohar 


ft 

Avi  Shelemay 

O.O.S,  M.Sc  iPsfio).  F.R.C  D (Cl 

IW 

Periodontics  & Implant  Dentistry 

10  Green  Street.  Suite  305 
Ottawa.  ON  K2J3Z6  (Barrhaven) 

Tel:  613-B43-0002 

Fax:  613-825-7033 
GmaihdrshelemayOrogers.com 

Getting  married,  celebrating 
a special  birthday  or  anniversary, 
just  had  a Bar  or  Bat  Mitzvah? 

Send  us  your  good  news 
(photo  too)! 

$50  + gst 

Mail  to: 

Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin 
21  Nadolny  Sachs  Private 
Ottawa,  Ontario  K2A  2R9 

Fax;  613-798-4730 

Email;  rsaslovemiller@ottawajewishbulietin.com 


For  more  information  caii 
Rhoda  Sasiove-Miiler  798-4696,  ext.  256 


Author  Michael  Petrou  to  discuss 
Canadians  in  the  Spanish  Civil  War 


By  Roslyn  Brozovsky  WoUock 

SJCC  Adult  Program  Manager 

The  Canadian  government  passed 
the  Foreign  Enlistment  Act  in  April 
1937  outlawing  participation  by  Cana- 
dians in  foreign  wars. 

Yet,  more  than  1,600  Canadian  vol- 
unteers defied  this  law  and  formed  the 
Mackenzie-Papineau  Battalion  - the 
Mac-Paps  - to  fight  with  the  XV  Inter- 
national Brigade  on  behalf  of  the  de- 
mocratically elected.  Republican  gov- 
ernment of  Spain  in  the  Spanish  Civil 
War. 

In  a prelude  of  what  was  to  come  in 
the  Second  World  War,  the  Spanish  Re- 
publicans were  facing  the  fascist  forces 
of  General  Francisco  Franco  who  were 
backed  by  Hitler's  Nazi  Germany  and 
Mussolini’s  Fascist  Italy. 

In  his  newly  released  book.  Rene- 
gades: Canadians  in  the  Spanish  Civil 
JVar.  author  Michael  Petrou  explains 
who  those  renegade  volunteers  were 
and  what  drove  them  to  aid  in  the  Span- 
ish war  effort. 

Petrou,  a senior  writer  at  Maclean 's 
Magazine,  will  be  in  Ottawa  to  discuss 
his  book  at  the  Soloway  Jewish  Com- 


Michael  Petrou  explains  what  drove 
the  Mac-Paps  to  aid  in  the  Spanish 
war  effort. 


munity  Centre  (SJCC)  on  Wednesday, 
November  19  at  7:30  pm. 

More  than  400  Canadians  were 
killed  in  the  Spanish  Civil  War.  How  did 
those  brave  men  and  women  live  and 


die  in  Spain?  And  how  did  the  Canadian 
government  and  the  Royal  Canadian 
Mounted  Police  react  to  their  decision 
to  join  another  country’s  war? 

In  answering  those  and  other  ques- 
tions, Petrou  has  drawn  on  previously 
secret  archival  material  that  has  been 
declassified  in  recent  years  and  con-, 
ducted  interviews  with  Canadian  sur- 
viving members  of  the  Mac-Paps.  He 
also  visited  the  Spanish  battlefields  in 
researching  this  account  of  Canadian 
participation  in  the  Spanish  Civil  War. 

Historian  Jack  Granatstein  has  de- 
scribed Renegades  as  “the  best  and  most 
complete  account  of  Canadians  in  Spain 
we  are  ever  likely  to  get." 

Most  of  the  Spanish  Civil  War  vol- 
unteers came  from  poor  immigrant 
communities  and  a disproportionate 
number  of  them  were  Jewish.  Petrou 
will  talk  about  and  read  from  sections  of 
Renegades  focusing  on  those  Jewish  in- 
dividuals in  his  talk  at  the  SJCC. 

If  you’re  interested  in  Canadian  his- 
tory, the  Spanish  Civil  War  or  the  fasci- 
nating battle  between  democracy  and 
totalitarianism  in  the  1930s,  this  book 
talk  is  one  you’ll  want  to  attend. 


Judge  upholds  order  to  revoke  citizenship 


(JTA/Ottawa  Jewish  Bul- 
letin) A Federal  Court  of 
Canada  judge  upheld  an 
order  to  revoke  the  citizen- 
ship of  a man  who  lied  about 
working  with  a Nazi  death 
squad  during  the  Second 
World  War. 

On  October  27,  the  court 
rejected  Helmut  Oberlan- 
der’s  claim  that  the  federal 
government  was  wrong  to 
find  that  he  had  been  com- 
plicit  in  atrocities  commit- 
ted by  the  Nazi  Ein- 
satzkommando  unit  with 
which  he  had  worked  as  an 
interpreter. 

Oberlander,  who  immi- 
grated to  Canada  in  1954 
and  became  a citizen  in 
1960,  argued  he  was  forced 
to  work  with  Nazi  forces 


that  invaded  his  native 
Ukraine  because  he  was  flu- 
ent in  German  and  Russian. 

Throughout  his  case, 
which  stretches  back  a 
decade,  Oberlander  argued 
that  the  only  factor  motivat- 
ing the  Canadian  govern- 
ment to  strip  of  him  of  citi- 
zenship was  suspicion  of 
complicity. 

However,  Judge  Michael 
Phelan  ruled  that  was  good 
enough  because  the  death 
squad  unit  was  a “mobile 
mass  killing  squad.” 

The  court  added  that, 
while  Oberlander  rriay  have 
led  a quiet  life  in  Canada, 
the  real  issue  was  that  he 
had  concealed  his  involve- 
ment in  a Nazi  death  squad 
in  order  to  illegally  gain 


Designs  by  Sharron 

Custom  designed  Kippahs  and  Jewellery^  for  women 
For  all  occasions 
Minor  Jewellery  repairs 
Knotting  of  pearls 

Sharron  Weinberger,  designer 

#602-100  Medhurst  Drive 
Ottawa,  ON  K2G  5W7 
6 1 3-422-3537  by  appointment  only 


Canadian  citizenship. 

Both  Canadian  Jewish 
Congress  (CJC)  and  B’nai 
Brith  Canada  (BBC)  were 
quick  to  applaud  the  court 
ruling. 

“Oberlander ’s  presence 
in  this  country  has  been  a 
continued  insult  to  the  priv- 
ilege of  Canadian  citizen- 
ship,” said  Keith  Landy, 
chair  of  the  War  Criminals 
Committee  of  CJC. 

“There  can  be  no  further 
delays  in  stripping  Oberlan- 
der of  his  Canadian  citizen- 
ship, which  should  be  fol- 


DJ  services 

K«Uv  Coughlin 
6n.7t4.81*4 


lowed  by  his  immediate  de- 
portation from  this  coun- 
try,” added  Frank  Dimant, 
executive  vice-president  of 
BBC. 

“Canada  must  demon- 
strate that  it  will  not  allow 
itself  to  be  a safe  haven  for 
those  complicit  in  Nazi-era 
atrocities  or  modern-day 
war  crimes.” 


Beautifully  designed, 
delicious- tasting 

Sten  ting  at 

$39-99 

order  online 
ottawafreshfmllbaskets.com 

or  call 

613-244-6000 

Kosher  Baskets  Available 


51  York  Street 

in  the  Byward  Market 
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Pane/  shows  need  for  Isreel  edvocecy  on  cempus 


It  may  not  have  all  the  drama  of  York  or  Concordia,  but 
Carlelon  University  is  certainly  no  stranger  to  anti-Israel 
activities  on  its  campus. 

Last  month,  the  university  sent  out  an  e-mail  to  all  stu- 
dents, staff  and  faculty,  promoting  an  upcoming  talk  called 
Israeli  Crimes,  Canadian  Complicity  — A Panel  Discussion 
with  Al-Haq  Human  Rights  Workers  from  the  Occupied 
West  Bank. 

The  message  began:  “Israel  has  officially  launched  a 
public  relations  campaign^to  ‘rebrand’  its  image,  and  is  pi- 
loting this  campaign  on  Canadian  soil.  The  image  Israel 
wants  the  world  to  see  is  at  odds  with  the  daily  reality  faced 
by  millions  of  Palestinians  living  under  military  occupation 

Hillel  Ottawa,  the  Jewish  student  association,  took  im- 
mediate action  and  the  university  administration  promptly 
issued  a clarification  stating  that  the  message  did  not  repre- 
sent an  official  position. 

The  evening  of  October  23  rolled  around  and,  despite  a 
few  security  vehicles  outside,  the  event  generated  less  con- 
troversy than  anticipated  - but  was  it  ever  crowded.  More 
than  200  people  filled  the  seats  and  spilled  over  onto  the 
steps  in  the  Azrieli  Theatre. 

The  sponsors  for  the  panel  were  Carleton’s  Human 
Rights  Program,  Solidarity  for  Palestinian  Human  Rights, 
Students  Against  Israeli  Apartheid  (SAIA),  Independent 
Jewish  Voices,  and  Not  in  Our  Name:  Jewish  Voices  Op- 
posing Zionism,  all  of  which  had  information  tables  out- 
side. 

John  Osborne,  dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Arts  and  Social 
Sciences,  introduced  the  event  by  noting  that  he  had  never 
before  received  “such  an  avalanche  of  e-mails,”  most  of 
which  requested  that  the  event  be  cancelled  or  substantial- 
ly modified.  He  went  on  to  stress  the  necessity  of  free 
speech  in  a university  setting. 

The  panel  consisted  of  two  human  rights  workers  from 
Al-Haq,  a West-Bank-based  organization  touring  Canada  to 
raise  awareness  of  legal  issues  and  human  rights  in  the 
Palestinian  territories. 

They  repeatedly  claimed  that  Israel  was  violating  inter- 
national law  through  the  displacement  of  Palestinians  via 


WINTER  SEASON  CHALET  RENTAL 
IN  MT.  TREMBLANT,  QC 


Beautiful,  3 bedrooms  plus  one, 
two  bathrooms,  wood-buming  fireplace.  Mod- 
ern, fully  equipped  in  the  old  village 
of  liemblant  over  looking  Lac  Merciec 
Six  minutes  from  the  Mountain.  Sleeps  6. 
$8500  inclusive  for  season.  Photos  available. 
Contact  us  at  613.761.5515 


Letters 

welcome 

Letters  to  the  Editor  are  welcome  if  they  are  brief, 
signed,  timely  and  of  interest  to  our  readership. 

The  Bulletin  reserves  the  right  to  refuse,  edit  or 
condense  letters. 

The  Mailbag  column  will  be  published  as  space 
permits. 

Send  your  letters  to  Michael  Regenstreif,  Ottawa 
Jewish  Bulletin,  2 1 Nadolny  Sachs  Private,  Ottawa, 
Ontario  K2A  1R9;  or  send  him  an  e-mail  at 
mregeslreif^ottawajewishbulletin.com. 
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Campus 

Life 

i 

Liana  Shllen 

‘illegal”  Israeli  settlement  in  the  West  Bank,  which  they 
said  denies  Palestinians  their  right  to  self-determination. 

The  building  of  Canada  Park,  a recreational  area  west  of 
Jerusalem,  was  cited  as  the  example  of  “Canadian  complic- 
ity.” The  7,500-acre  park  was  established  in  1973  with 
Jewish  National  Fund  of  Canada  money,  and  the  panelists 
said  the  tax  exemptions  for  those  donations  meant  the 
Canadian  government  was  complicit  in  crimes  because  the 
land  in  question  formerly  contained  three  Palestinian 


villages  destroyed  after  the  1967  war. 

After  the  two  speakers  were  finished,  the  audience  was 
allowed  one-minute  questions. 

Raphael  Szajnfarber,  Hillel  Ottawa's  city-wide  presi- 
dent, as  well  as  a few  others  from  Hillel  and  the  new  Israel 
Awareness  Committee  (lAC),  spoke  up,  calling  attention  to 
the  complete  one-sidedness  of  the  forum. 

In  response,  a spokesperson  for  SAIA  said  “you  can’t 
speak  of  balance  when  the  situation  there  is  so  not  bal- 
anced,” to  prolonged  applause  from  the  audience. 

Events  such  as  this  highlight  the  real  need  for  an  Israel 
advocacy  group  on  campus.  The  lAC,  whose  aim  is  “bring- 
ing about  awareness  of  the  many  contributions  that  Israel 
and  Israelis  alike  have  given  to  society,”  recently  set  up  its 
new  executive  and  co-hosted  a free  Israeli  Mini  Film  Festi- 
val last  week  at  Carleton  University. 

Also,  on  both  university  campuses,  Hillel  Ottawa  hosted 
a series  of  events  between  October  30  and  November  7 to 
mark  Holocaust  Education  Week. 


TaAir  Judaic  Outreach  Programs 

November  - December  2008 

fl  Adele  Horwitz,  Judaic  Program  Leader  • 613-592-8365 

^ iL  Alison  Caplan,  Judaic  Administrative  Assistant  • 613-725-3519 

Date 

Program 

Place 

Time 

Wednesdays 
Nov  4, 11, 18,  25 

Advanced  Judaic  Studies 
Adele  Horwitz 

Day  Program 
11  Nadolny  Sachs 

5:45  - 6:45 

Wednesdays 
Nov.  4, 11,18,  25 

Joys  of  Judaism 

Adele  Horwitz/Leo  Lightstone 

Day  Program 
11  Nadolny  Sachs 

6:45-7:45 

Thursdays 
Nov.  6, 13, 20,  27 

Tamir  Choir 
Cantor  Benlolo 

Day  Program 
11  Nadolny  Sachs 

6:15-7:15 

Thursdays 
Nov.  6,  13,  20,  27 

Sing  and  Play  Along 
Adele  Horwitz 

842  Broadview 

4:00  - 5:00 

Thursdays 
Nov.  6, 13,  20,  27 

Yiddishkeit  Delights 
Adele  Horwitz 

840  Broadview 

5:00-5:30 

Friday 
November  7 

Community  Shabbat 
RSVP  Alison  Caplan 

Tamir  Day  Program 
11  Nadolny  Sachs 

5:30-7:30 

Wednesdays 
Dec.  2,  9,  16 

Advanced  Judaic  Studies 
Adele  Horwitz 

Day  Program 
11  Nadolny  Sachs 

5:45-6:45 

Wednesdays 
Dec.  2,  9, 16 

Joys  of  Judaism 

Adele  Horwitz/Leo  Lightstone 

Day  Program 
11  Nadolny  Sachs 

6:45-7:45 

Thursdays 
Dec.  4, 11, 18 

Tamir  Choir 
Cantor  Benlolo 

Day  Program 
11  Nadolny  Sachs 

6:15-7:15 

Thursdays 
Dec.  4, 11, 18 

Sing  and  Play  Along 
Adele  Horwitz 

842  Broadview 

4:00-5:00 

Thursdays 
Dec.  4,  11, 18 

Yiddishkeit  Delights 
Adele  Honvitz 

840  Broadview 

5:00-5:30 

Sunday 
December  7 

JCC  Mitzvah  Day 
Contact  Alison  Caplan 

Soloway  JCC 

TBD 

Friday 
December  12 

Community  Shabbat 
RSVP  Alison  Caplan 

Tamir  Day  Program 
11  Nadolny  Sachs 

5:30-7:30 

Monday 
Dec.  22 

Tamir  Family  Chanukah  Party 
RSVPAUson  Caplan  by  Dec.  15 

Agudath  Israel 
1400  Coldrey 

6:00-8:00 

THE  MOST... 

%.T(WG  in  the  WORLD) 


SUNDAY 

10:00  am 


^Auii  Y SHOW  WITH 

musical  family  5H 

1 fNNY  GRAF 

hroo  • $5/CH.LD^ 


the  book  is  available  for  purchase  in 
advance  at  the  Vered  Israel  Cultural  and 
Educational  Programs  Centre 


OOCrSLKMa^US 
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2008  CHANNUKAH  GIFT  FAIR 


connections  and  let  m c.H«tln,  s.c^ 


For  more  information  please  e-mail  pnamer®jccottawa.com  or  call  613-798-9818  ext.  243 
EVERYONE  IS  WELCOME 


A Pulitzer  Prize-Winning  journalist 
examines  the  genesis  of  one  of  the 
greatest  political  struggles  of  our  time. 
Searching  for  the  origins  of  the 
Arab-lsraeli  conflict,  historians  for 
years  focused  on  the  British  Mandate 
period  (1920  - 1948). 

Amy  Dockser  Marcus:  however, 
demonstrates  that  the  bloody  struggle 
for  power  actually  started  much  earlier, 
while  Jerusalem  was  still  part  of  the 
Ottoman  Empire  when  the  rise  of 
Zionism  and  Arab  nationalism  laid  the 
groundwork  for  the  battles  that  would 
continue  to  rage  nearly  a century  later. 


THE  GREENBERG  FAMILIES  LIBRARY 

PRESENTS 


Mayer  Kirshenblatt  & Barbara  Kirshenblatt-Gimblett, 
"They  Called  Me  Mayer  July:  Painted 
Memories  of  a Jewish  Childhood  in  Poland 
Before  the  Holocaust”. 

Winner  of  the  2008  J.l.  Segal  Jewish  Book  Award 

Illustrated  lecture  and  author  talk  with  artist 
Mayer  Kirshenblatt  and  Barbara  Kirshenblatt-Gimblett, 
University  Professor  and  Professor  of  Performance 
Studies  at  New  York  University 


MONDAY,  NOVEMBER  10 
7:30PM  • SOLOWAY  JCC 

Mayer  Kirshenblatt.  who  was  born  in  1916  and  left  Poland  for  Canada  in  1934, 
taught  himself  to  paint  at  age  73.  Since  then,  he  has  made  it  his  mission  to 
remember  the  Polish-Jewish  world  of  his  childhood  in  living  colour,  "lest 
future  generations  know  more  about  how  Jews  died  than  how  they  lived." 


No  admission  charge. 

For  information  contact  Maxine  Miska 
at  613-798-9818  ext.  263  or  mmiska@jccottawa.com 


JEWISH  BOOK  MONTH 

Book  Talk  with  Michael  Petrou,  Senior  writer  with 
Macleans  magazine.  Michael  will  discuss  his  book 

"Renegades:  Canadians  in 
the  Spanish  Civil  War" 

Even  though  it  was  illegal  to  do  so,  over  1600  Canadians 
fought  in  the  Spanish  Civil  War  • among  them  a 
disproportionate  number  of  Jews.  Find  out  why  and  how 
this  came  to  be. 


WEDNESDAY,  NOV.  19 
7:30PM  • SOLOWAY  JCC 
NO  ADMISSION  CHARGE 
BOOKS  AVAILABLE  FOR  SALE. 

For  information  contact 
Roslyn  Brozovsky  Wollock 
at  613-798-9818  ext.  254 
or  rwollock@jccottawa.com 
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AT  MOMT  CASCADES 


$97.00  lifts  only  members  / $205.00  - with  bus 
$112.00  lifts  only  non  members  / $236.00  - with  bus 
$173.00  lessons  and  lifts  / $281.00  members  - with  bus 
$199.00  lessons  and  lifts  / $323.00  - with  bus 

Rentals  $120.00 

Bus  departs  12.45  pm  from  the  Soloway  JCC 
Bus  Returns  4.45  pm  to  the  Soloway  JCC 

Minimum  20  participants  required 


c 


For  more  information  please  call  Jon  Braun  at  613-798-9818  ext.  267  or  jbraun@jccottawa.com 


Vacation  time  is  a fun  time,  and  that  is  exactly  what  this  camp  offers.  Enjoy  Indoor  and  out  door  activities, 
games,  crafts,  science,  videos,  swimming,  field  trips,  and  more.  Please  send  a nut  free  and  pareve  lunch. 


Monday  Dec.  22 
Tuesday  Dec.  23 
Wednesday  Dec.  24 
Monday  Dec.  29 
Tuesday  Dec.  30 
Wednesday  Dec.  31 
Friday  Jan.  2 


8:30  am  to  4:00  pm  (after-care  available) 
8:30  am  to  4:00  pm  (after-care  available) 
8:30  am  to  4:00  pm  (no  after-care) 

8:30  am  to  4:00  pm  (after-care  available) 
8:30  am  to  4:00  pm  (after-care  available) 
8:30  am  to  4:00  pm  (no  after-care) 

8:30  am  to  3:00  pm  (no  after-care) 


SUPERSinERS 


Kindergarten  - Grade  6 


$35  M/day  $50NM/day 
$30  M/day  (additional  child) 
$45  NM/day  (additional  child) 


practical  elements  and  successfully  complete  a final  test  covering  both  areas  to  receive  their  certificate. 

Monday  December  29  • 9;00am  - 4:00pm  • $65  M / $85  NM  • Ages  11  + • Instructor:  St.  Johns  Ambulance  (minimum  of  10  participants  needed  per  class) 
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VOLUNTEER 

CORNER 


Volunteer  Corner  is  courtesy  of  the  Jewish  Federation 
of  Ottawa.  All  beneficiary  agencies  are  invited 
to  list  their  volunteer  opportunities. 

Volunteer  Opportunities 

TAMIR 

Tamir  is  need  of  volunteer!  to  a-ssist  with  participant  actiNitics,  special 
events  and  cicncal  duties,  For  more  information  please  vi^it  our  website  at 
blip:/,  www.tamir.ca/  or  contact  613-725-3519, 

JEWISH  FAMILY  SERVICES 

Can  YOU  make  the  difference? 

If  so,  contact  Lisa  Bogdonov,  Volunteer  Coordinator 

of  the  Thelma  Steinman  Seniors  Support  Services  unit: 

613-722-2225,  ext.  327  or  Lbogdono\iq<jfsonawa.c6m. 

• A disabled  woman  who  lives  downtown  needs  help  with  paperwork 
approximately  2-3  times  per  month  for  1-2  hours. 

• An  elderly  woman  who  lives  in  the  Byward  Market  area  needs  a 
fncndly  visitor  to  share  coffee  visits,  trips  to  museums,  art  galleries,  etc. 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  or  monthly. 

• An  elderly  lady  who  likes  crafts  & sewing  would  love  to  meet  some- 
one willi  similar  interests  to  help  her  gel  out  of  the  house  once  in  a while. 

• A gentleman  who  enjoys  long  walks  and  Torah  study  could  use  an 
occasional  companion.  Campus  area. 

• Transportation:  Drivers  are  always  needed  to  transport  seniors  to 
and  from  medical  appointments,  social  opportunities,  grocery  shopping, 
and  the  like. 

• Kosher  Meals  on  Wheels:  Drivers  who  can  deliver  on  short  notice 
arc  always  at  a premium.  Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Fridays. 

• Friendly  Visiting:  Requests  come  in  constantly  from  family  mem- 
bers needing  a visitor  for  a shut-in.  Weekly,  bi-weckly  or  ad-hoc  opMilu- 
nities  arc  waiting  to  be  filled  by  someone  with  a little  time  and  a lot  oi  heart 
Chat  over  coffee,  lake  in  a show,  go  bowling  ...  the  opportunities  arc  only 
as  limited  as  your  imagination. 

• TcIcShalom:  Wc  arc  currently  seeking  volunteers  to  place  weekday 
morning  reassurance  calls  to  isolated  seniors.  Each  call  takes  approximate- 
ly 2-3  minutes  and  can  be  done  from  your  home,  office  or  cell  phone. 

• Presenters:  JFS  host.s  several  monthly  seniors'  luncheon  programs. 
Wc  arc  always  on  the  lookout  for  specialists,  artists,  musicians,  and  others 
who  can  present  for  about  45  minutes  in  exchange  for  u hot  lunch  in  great 
company. 

• Share  Your  Expertise:  From  time  to  time,  we  receive  requests  for 
things  like  filling  out  forms,  putting  up  a Sukkah,  changing  dishes  for 
Passover,  and  the  like.  If  you  have  an  expertise  to  share  with  someone  in 
need,  please  let  us  know. 

• Miriam's  \Ncll:  This  monthly  distribution  program  needs  helpers  to 
pack  and  hand  out  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  on  the  1st  Monday  of  every 
month. 

Please  Note;  Mileage  incurred  by  volunteers  is  always  reimhursed  by  JFS. 

THE  BESS  AND  MOE  GREENBERG 
FAMILY  HILLEL  LODGE 

• Urgently  seeking  \ii1untecr  cashiers  from  12  to  I wcckdays  in  our 
kosher  dairy  cafe. 

• Interested  in  medicine,  nursing,  therapies,  hospitality?  . the  list 
goes  on  and  on.  Come  help  out  at  flillel  Lodge! 

• Bingo  anyone?  If  you're  free  on  Monday  nights,  join  us! 

• Love  computers?  Tc-ach  our  residents  a great  skill.  Flexible  timing. 
Contact  us! 

• Student  special:  Your  gain  is  our  gain:  Do  your  community  hours 
helping  our  residents!  Daily  or  weekly,  at  a time  that  suils  you!  University 
students  welcome  (please  note:  children  pndcr  the  age  of  14  require  adult 
accompaniment). 

• Special  mit/vah  anyone?  Bring  a resident  to  Shabbos  services  (Sat- 
urdays at  9: 1 5 am)  and  enjoy  ihe  fantastic  Oneg  with  friends.  Great  cholent! 

• Newly  retired?  Pul  Hillel  Lodge  volunteering  in  your  plan  Resi- 
dents welcome  visitors,  program  assistance,  all  kinds  of  options  Pick  a day. 
a lime  of  day.  a type  of  event  - whatever  suits  your  schedule.  Try  it  out  now. 

• Thirsty?  Serve  drinks  lo  rcsidenis  every  day  at  1 1 30  am  A half  hour 
gels  you  lots  of  smiles. 

• Free  on  Fridays?  Oneg  Shabbat  every  week  ai  10:30  am  and  bingo 
at  2:00  pm  come  join  us. 

• Culture  maven?  Accompany  our  rcsidcnLs  to  museums,  concerts  and 
plays  (Wednesday  and  Thursday  afternoons). 

• Ibesday  special:  Enjoy  our  special  events  every  week  at  2:15  pm 

• Shopping  experts?  Have  flin  while  accompanying  residents  lo  shop- 
ping at  a mall  (Monday  mornings). 

To  inquire  further,  please  call  6I3-72K-3900  ext.  191 
nr  email  judithwfa  hillel-ltc.com 
Siuilrnt\  wetcome  (please  noie:  children  under  ihe  age  of  14 
require  adult  accompanimcnl) 


Facebook  meets  Fiddler  on  the  Roof 


My  friends  and  family,  including  my  four-year-old  daugh- 
ter. know  that  I'm  a Facebook  addict.  Now.  no  addiction  is 
good  as  far  as  it  goes,  but  I d like  to  make  the  case  for  why  Pd 
like  you  to  join  Facebook.  if  you  haven't  already. 

Facebook.  the  social  networking  site  created  by  a Harvard 
University  student  in  2004  for  his  classmates,  and  now  open  to 
the  world,  boasts  more  than  100  million  users.  That's  five 
times  as  many  as  when  I signed  up  t\yo  years  ago.  At  that  time. 
I discovered  10  people  1 knew  on  the  site,  one  of  which  was 
the  son  of  my  summer  camp  cook  - a boy  I knew  at  eight  years 
old  who  is  now  a university  graduate  in  his  20s.  The  others 
were  my  younger  cousins.  Two  years  later,  I have  more  than 
400  Facebook  friends  ranging  in  age  from  13  lo  89  - a total 
number  that  rises  as  1 add  colleagues  or  cousins  or  old  student- 
council  schoolmates,  and  fails  if  people’s  postings  become  too 
sophomoric  or  otherwise  offensive  to  my  sensibilities. 

Now,  most  people  know  that  Facebook  is  an  effective  tool 
for  reconnecting  with  old  classmates,  and  being  able  to  display 
one’s  evolved,  post-high-school  self.  But  what  I think  is  a less- 
discussed  aspect  of  the  site  is  the  sense  of  traditional  commu- 
nity it  fosters.  And,  for  this  columnist,  who  desires  a more 
global  village  in  this  disconnected  postmodern  world  of  ours, 
a bit  more  sense  of  community,  where  people  keep  track  of  one 
another,  is  a good  thing. 

Long  before  the  telecommunications  revolution,  people 
congregated  in  the  town  square,  sharing  personal  news  and 
events  from  farther  afield.  Recall  the  scene  in  Fiddler  on  the 
Roof  where  a group  of  villagers,  one  wielding  a Russian  news- 
paper. tells  Tevye  about  nearby  pogroms.  Since  the  rise  of 
what  Benedict  Anderson  has  called  “imagined  communities" 
created  through  the  invention  of  the  printing  press,  more  peo- 
ple had  access  to  the  news,  and  generations  of  kids  were  able 
to  afford  a record  collection  by  delivering  the  morning  paper 
to  people’s  breakfast  tables. 

But  then  the  technology  revolution  happened,  coupled  with 
the  rise  of  the  automobile  and  the  creation  of  suburbs,  and  peo- 
ple now  converged  at  work  but  spent  their  leisure  hours  at 
home.  Robert  Putnam’s  Bowling  Alone  catalogues  the  decline 
of  communal  recreational  activities  and  the  subsequent  atro- 
phying of  civic  identity.  Add  to  that  family  obligations  keep- 
ing people  with  kids  at  home  or  in  the  car  - driving  older  chil- 
dren to  their  activities  - and  fewer  people  have  time  to  social- 
ize in  person  with  their  friends. 

Enter  faxes,  cell  phones,  e-mail  and  then  Facebook  which, 
at  first,  was  meant  to  tie  undergraduates  to  each  other  and  cre- 
ate more  community  in  what  is  sometimes  an  alienating  first- 
lime-away-from-home  campus  experience.  Broadened  to  in- 


Values,  Ethics, 
Community 


Mira  Sucharov 


elude  the  world-at-large,  Facebook  became  a tool  for  sharing 
perceptions  and  personas,  and  cultivating  artistic  and  intellec- 
tual outlets. 

My  almost-brother-in-law  is  a talented  recreational  photo- 
grapher whose  photographs  I would  otherwise  rarely  see.  hes- 
itant as  he  would  be  to  send  them  directly  because  of  the  po- 
tential hubris  that  would  be  implied.  But,  when  I log  on  to  my 
home  feed  on  Facebook.  I see  his  postings  replete  with  a dis- 
cussion of  the  technical  process  leading  to  his  inspiring  cre- 
ations. And  I comment  and  ask  for  more. 

My  husband  and  a distant  cousin  of  mine  in  California 
trade  urgent  political  missives  on  Facebook,  remarkable  since 
they  had  only  previously  met  for  30  seconds  at  a family  wed- 
ding and  probably  would  not  have  recognized  each  othef  on 
the  street.  These  are  relationships  that  existed  in  the  abstract, 
but  are  now  made  more  tangible  through  wall  postings,  inbox 
messages  and  photo  comments. 

Facebook  is  good-natured.  People  are  positive  and  support- 
ive and  excited  to  help  you  rejoice  in  the  larger  personal  trans- 
formations or  small  acts  of  meaning  with  which  we  try  to  in- 
fuse our  lives.  Mention  a self-help  group  and  spark  a conver- 
sation with  someone  who  might  never  have  had  the  where- 
withal to  inquire.  Build  a sukkah  and  decorate  it  with  fabric 
flowers  and  twinkle  lights,  post  a photo  on  Facebook  and  peo- 
ple will  help  you  celebrate  those  daily  bits  of  joyfulness  that 
make  you  want  to  get  up  in  the  morning.  Showcase  your  leafy 
lettuce  and  rosy  stalks  of  rhubarb  to  friends  across  the  country 
as  you  may  have  at  the  local  country  fair  before  we  all  moved 
around  for  jobs  and  other  economic  opportunities.  A virtual  in- 
stallation of  creative  expression  will  have  been  mounted.  Post 
that  you’re  heartbroken  and  others  will  ask  why. 

In  this  age  of  iPods  and  YouTube  - private  listening  and 
viewing  experiences  - coupled  with  economic  alienation  and 
political  disengagement,  a bit  more  community,  connection, 
and  simple  recognition  of  each  other’s-  existence  can  only 
serve  us  well.  So  come  to  the  virtual  town  square  that  is  Face- 
book  and  be  welcomed  for  who  you  are. 


Box  Office: 
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ZADiE's  Shoes 

BY  ADAM  Fettle 


Oct  21  - NOV  9,  2008 

“A  gamble  that  pays  off." 
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Fleischman^s  dark  tale  is  a must-read,  must-own  book 


The  Entertainer  and  the  Dyhbuk 
By  Sid  Fleischman 
Greenwillow  Books  2007 
J92  pages.  Ages  9-/4. 

In  recent  years,  a few  authors  and  filmmakers  have  been 
doing  what  once  would  have  been  unthinkable.  They  have 
added  humour  to  their  arsenal  of  techniques  used  in  Holo- 
caust storytelling.  Perhaps  they  subconsciously  felt  what 
Newbery  Medal-winning  author  Sid  Fleischman  put  in 
writing.  “The  Jewish  sense  humour  miraculously  sur- 
vived the  Holocaust.”  In  eftect,  he  is  sayihg  that  is  why  it  is 
OK,  to  use  humour  in  Holocaust  stories. 

Fleischman ’s  latest  book.  The  Entertainer  and  the  Dyh- 
buk.. is  dedicated  to  the  memory  of  the  million  and  a half 
Jewish  children  purposefully,  viciously  and  wantonly 
slaughtered  by  the  Nazis  during  the  Second  World  War. 
Telling  that  story  without  the  relief  provided  by  black  hu- 
mour would  have  been  have  too  horrendous  for  mentally 
strong  adults,  let  alone  young  readers. 

And  so  1 have  no  problem  describing  The  Entertainer 
and  the  Dyhbuk  as  an  exceptionally  funny,  hard-to-put- 
down,  gut-wrenching  book.  It  gives  a whole  new  meaning 
to  a cliche  popular  in  my  youth:  “I  laughed  until  1 cried.” 
For  Fleischman,  that  means  mission  accomplished.  Thanks 
to  him,  I and  every  other  reader  of  The  Entertainer  and  the 
Dyhbuk  will  never  forget  those  million  and  a half  Jewish 
children. 

What’s  a ‘dybbuk?’ 

When  I was  being  an  especially  unruly  kid,  my  mother 
would  put  her  hands  on  her  hips  and  yell.  “Stop  being  such 
a dybbuk!” 

Believe  it  or  not,  she  was  attributing  my  mischievous  be- 
haviour to  my  being  possessed  by  a wandering  spirit  who 
had  unfinished  business  here  on  earth.  Jewish  folklore  and 
mythology  are  chock-a-block  with  such  beings.  My  moth- 
er, a superstitious  woman,  accepted  them. 

For  the  purpose  of  this  book,  readers  will  also  have  to 
accept  dybbuks.  To  be  precise,  they’ll  have  to  accept  one 
dyybuk.  The  feisty,  smart-assed  spirit  of  “not  yet  thirteen 
years  old”  Avrom  Amos  Poliakov,  shot  six  times  by  the  in- 
famous Jewish  child  hunter  and  murderer,  SS  Colonel  Ger- 
hard Junker-Strupp. 

But  I’m  getting  ahead  of  myself  The  details  of  Avrom ’s 
death  and  the  deaths  of  his  sister.  Sulka.  and  other  Jewish 
children  gradually  emerge  at  different  stages  in  the  book. 

The  Entertainer  and  the  Dyhbuk  begins  in  post-Second 


Kid  Lit 


Deanna  Silverman 


World  War  Europe  in  1948  when  Freddie  the  Great,  a third- 
rate  ventriloquist  who  moves  his  lips  and  isn’t  especially 
funny,  finds  someone  hiding  in  the  closet  of  his  hotel  room. 
Short,  pithy  punch  lines  become  the  dialogue  between 
Freddie  and  the  polite  but  determined  dybbuk  who  is  about 
to  possess  him. 

By  the  end  of  the  first  chapter,  the  tone  of  their  relation- 
ship is  established,  though  Freddie  doesn't  know  it  yet. 
Which  leads  to  a question  readers  will  ask  themselves  again 
and  again:  Who  is  really  the  dummy?  Is  it  the  wooden  pup- 
pet Freddie  made  as  a prisoner  of  war?  Is  it  Freddie  him- 
self? Is  it  everyone? 

And  what  does  the  dybbuk  want  of  Freddie?  Indeed, 
why  did  the  dybbuk  specifically  choose  Freddie  to  be  his 
partner  in  completing  his  unfinished  business?  Layers  and 
layers  of  reality  and  fiction  blend  together  with  consum- 
mate skill  as  Fleischman’s  characters  wisecrack  their  way 
to  self-revelation,  romance  and  success  for  Freddie,  and  an 
amazing  true-to  character  finale  for  the  sharp-tongued, 
quick  witted  dybbuk. 

Along  the  way,  readers  also  get  a taste  of  anti-Semitism 
in  the  United  States,  Freddie’s  unsettled  feelings  when  he’s 
mistaken  for  a Jew,  the  kinds  of  chicanery  used  by  Nazis 
after  the  war  to  hide  their  true  identities,  the  devastation  of 
post-Second' World  War  Europe,  and  the  slow  rebuilding  of 
some  of  its  Jewish  communities. 

Written  in  21  short,  easy-to-read  chapters,  with  more 
than  enough  hilarious  repartee.  The  Entertainer  and  the 
Dybbuk  is,  quite  simply,  a must-read,  must-own  book.  I'm 
seldom  that  categorical  about  my  recommendations,  but, 
for  this  one.  I'm  making  an 
exception.  Yasher  Koach, 

Sid  Fleischman!  What  a 
menschl 

Note:  I’m  sure  many  of 
you  read  Barbara  Julian’s 
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Ottawa  Talmud  Torah  Atternoon  School 

Enriching  our  children  with  a strong  Jewish  education,  identity  and  community  values 

613-722-9297  - ottas@otlas.ca  - www.ottas.ca 

. Transportation  from  public  schools  available 


pe  Entertainer 


and  the 


Dybbuk 


By  Sid  Fleischman 

article.  Kid-lit,  unlahelled:  IVrilers  urge  publisher  not  to 
specify  age  groups  on  children 's  books,  in  the  September 
28  issue  of  the  Ottawa  Citizen. 

Although,  as  a guideline,  1 specify  age  groups  in  my  re- 
views, the  point  of  the  article  is  one  I’ve  made  many  times. 
Know  the  reader.  Know  his  or  her  reading  ability,  interests, 
likes  and  dislikes  and  choose  books  accordingly.  That's 
good  advice  for  every  aged  reader,  adults  included. 


KOSHER 

ROCK 


Celebrate  your  Bar/Bat  Mitzvah 
like  a rock  star!  Contact  our  event 
specialist  for  more  information. 
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Butternut  and  spaghetti  squash  are  easily  found 

Made 
with  Love 


There  are  an  impressive  number  of  squash  varieties 
available.  Today,  I’ll  focus  on  the  two  varieties  most  easily 


Spaghetti  Squash 
and  Tomato  Sauce 


Serves  6 

The  inspiration  for  this  recipe  came  from  Bob  Blumer, 
the  Surreal  Gourmet  on  the  Food  Network.  Here  is  a way 
to  have  spaghetti  in  a low  carb  way. 

2 spaghetti  squash  (each  about  3 pounds) 

1 tablespoon  extra  virgin  olive  oil 

2 cloves  garlic,  finely  minced 
2 shallots,  finely  diced 

1/4  - 1/2  teaspoon  chili  pepper  flakes 
28-ounce  can  Italian  plum  tomatoes 
1 5 large  basil  leaves,  finely  sliced 
Salt  and  freshly  ground  black  pepper,  to  taste 

1 tablespoon  butter 

2 tablespoons  extra  virgin  olive  oil 
2 cloves  garlic,  finely  minced 

Salt  and  freshly  ground  black  pepper,  to  taste 
1/2  cup  freshly  grated  Parmigiano-Reggiano  cheese 

Preheat  oven  to  400  degrees  F.  Halve  and  seed 
squashes.  In  a large  baking  dish,  add  1/4  inch  of  water  and 
place  squash,  cut  side  down  in  dish.  Cover  tightly  with 
aluminum  foil  and  bake  for  about  45  minutes,  until  squash 
is  tender  when  forked. 

While  squash  is  baking,  prepare  tomato  sauce.  In  a 
saute  pan,  over  medium  heat,  add  oil,  garlic,  shallots  and 
chili  flakes.  Cook  for  about  2 minutes.  Open  can  of 
tomatoes.  Pour  contents  into  large  bowl.  Squish  with 
hands  until  tomatoes  are  broken  down  into  smaller  pieces. 
Add  squished  tomatoes  and  juice  to  saute  pan.  Increase 
heat  to  high  and  cook  sauce  until  it  begins  to  thicken, 
about  10  more  minutes.  Take  off  the  heat,  stir  in  basil  and 
taste  to  see  if  additional  salt  and  pepper  are  needed.  Set 
sauce  aside. 

When  squash  is  cooked,  use  a fork  to  scoop  flesh  away 
from  the  skin  and  separate  the  strands. 

In  a saut6  pan  over  medium  high  heat,  add  butter,  oil 
and  garlic.  Stir  for  1 minute.  Add  squash  and  saut^  for 
about  3 minutes,  tossing  to  ensure  that  all  the  strands  get 
coated  with  garlic  and  oil.  Season  lightly  with  salt  and 
pepper. 

Transfer  squash  to  serving  platter.  Top  with  tomato 
y.  sauce  and  sprinkle  with  cheese.  Serve. 


Winner  of'*The  Consumer’s  Choice” Award 
for  1 1 consecutive  yeursl 
Voted  Best  Kitchen  Cabinet  Manufacturer 
in  the  Ottawa  Region 

For  all  your  kitchen  and  vanity  design  needs,  contact 

Aviva  Ben-Choreen 

at  613-836-5353  ext.  321 

2415  Carp  Road  www.laurysenkitchens.com 


found  in  the  supermarket,  butternut  and  spaghetti  squash. 

Spaghetti  squash  is  a small,  watermelon-shaped  variety, 
ranging  in  size  from  two  to  five  pounds.  It  has  a golden- 
yellow,  oval  rind  and  a mild,  nutlike  flavour.  Raw,  the  flesh 
is  solid  and  similar  to  other  raw  squash.  Cooked,  the  flesh 
falls  away  from  the  fruit  in  ribbons  or  strands  like  spaghetti. 
If  you  have  never  prepared  spaghetti  squash,  the 
transformation  is  quite  amazing.  Kids  especially  think  it’s 
really  cool.  The  yellowiest  spaghetti  squash  will  be  the  ripest 
and  best  to  eat.  Those  that  are  nearly  white  are  not  very  ripe. 

Butternut  squash  is  shaped  like  a large  pear  with  smooth 
skin  and  a slightly  orange-cream  colour.  Green  skin  is  an 


Butternut  Squash  Fries 
with  Chili  Salt  and  Maple  Cream 


Serves  4 

This  recipe  comes  from  the  October  2008  issue  of 
Everyday  with  Rachael  Ray.  TSfs'i^cipe  calls  for  chili 
powder.  Instead  of  using  generic  supermarket  powder,  try 
a varietal  chili  powder.  There  are  more  than  1 5 different 
varieties  to  choose  from  at  chillychiles.com.  I love  ancho 
chili  powder.  It  is  mildly  hot  and  slightly  sweet  with  hints 
of  plum  and  raisin.  Chilly  Chiles  is  located  in  Navan, 
about  25  minutes  from  downtown  Ottawa.  Their  shipping 
rates  are  very  reasonable. 

1 butternut  squash,  about  2 pounds,  halved  lengthwise, 

seeded  and  peeled 

2 teaspoons  extra-virgin  olive  oil 
1/2  cup  sour  cream 

2 tablespoons  pure  maple  syrup 

2 tablespoons  kosher  salt 

1/2  teaspoon  cumin  powder 

1/4- 1/2  teaspoon  chili  powder  (see  note  above) 

2 limes,  cut  into  wedges 

Preheat  oven  to  425  degrees  F.  Cut  squash  into  1/2- 
inch  wide  sticks,  about  3 inches  long.  In  a large  bowl,  toss 
the  squash  with  olive  oil.  Spread  the  squash  fries  in  a sin- 
gle layer  on  a foil-  or  parchment-lined  rimmed  baking 
sheet  and  roast  until  golden  and  tender  when  pierced  with 
a knife,  about  35  minutes. 

While  fries  are  baking,  stir  together  sour  cream  and 
maple  syrup  in  a small  bowl.  Refrigerate  until  serving 
time.  In  a second  small  bowl,  stir  together  salt,  cumin  and 
chili  powder. 

When  fries  are  done,  sprinkle  lightly  with  seasoned  salt 
and  serve  with  maple  cream,  remaining  seasoned  salt  and 
\Hme  wedges  on  the  side. 
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indication  that  the  squash  is  not  ripe.  Butternut  squash  is  best 
when  it  measures  eight  to  12  inches  long  and  four  inches 
wide.  The  flesh  of  the  butternut  is  slightly  sweet  and  a very 
deep  orange,  which  indicates  high  carotene  content.  Cutting 
a whole  butternut  squash  can  be  a bit  scary.  The  skin  is  hard 
and  the  shape  is  a bit  awkward.  When  you  lay  it  on  the 
cutting  board  it  rolls  around,  making  it  unstable  and  not  so 
safe  to  cut.  I came  across  an  excellent  video  on  YouTube  that 
demystifies  cutting  butternut  squash.  You  can  see  it  at 
tinyurl.  com/6fqd6b. 


Butternut  Squash  Soup 
with  Cumin  and  Coriander 


Serves  4-6 

This  recipe  comes  from  Fine  Cooking  Magazine 
(Dinner  party  issue,  2008). 

1 butternut  squash,  about  2 pounds 

2 tablespoons  olive  oil,  more  for  roasting  squash 
Kosher  salt  and  freshly  ground  black  pepper 

1 medium  onion,  finely  diced 
3/4  teaspoon  ground  cumin 
1/2  teaspoon  ground  coriander 
14-ounce  can  diced  tomatoes 
5 cups  vegetable  or  chicken  stock 

Preheat  oven  to  400  degrees  F.  Line  a rimmed  baking 
sheet  with  parchment  or  foil. 

Cut  squash  in  half  lengthwise.  Use  a small  spoon  to 
scoop  out  seeds  and  scrape  out  the  strings  from  the 
hollow.  Rub  the  cut  surfaces  with  a little  oil,  season 
generously  with  salt  and  pepper,  and  roast  on  the  prepared 
baking  sheet,  cut  side  up,  until  deeply  browned  and  very 
tender,  about  80-90  minutes.  Let  cool  slightly. 

Heat  2 tablespoons  olive  oil  in  a heavy  soup  pot  set 
over  medium  heat.  Add  the  onion  and  1/2  teaspoon  salt 
and  saute  for  2 minutes  and  then  cover  pot  and  let  sweat 
until  translucent,  about  3 minutes.  Uncover  and  cook, 
stirring  occasionally,  until  the  onions  begin  to  brown,  3 to 
5 minutes.  Add  the  cumin  and  coriander  and  cook, 
stirring,  until  very  fragrant,  about  30  seconds.  Stir  in  the 
tomatoes  and  their  Juices,  season  with  a few  grinds  of 
pepper,  and  cook  for  2 minutes.  Cover  and  simmer  for 
another  10  minutes. 

Peel  the  roasted  squash  and  add  the  flesh  to  the  pot, 
breaking  it  up  with  a wooden  spoon.  Add  chicken  or 
vegetable  broth,  cover  and  bring  to  a simmer.  Adjust  the 
heat  to  maintain  a simmer  and  cook,  covered,  for  30 
minutes.  Let  cool  slightly  and  puree  batches  in  a blender 
or  food  processor. 

Taste  and  add  more  salt  and  pepper  if  needed.  Return 
the  soup  to  the  pot  and  stir  occasionally  over  low  heat 

\^tii  hot. ^ 
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FOUNDATION  DONATIONS 


A gift  forever 

Ottawa  |ewish 
Community 
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Donations 
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Join  us  in  buiiding  our  community 
by  supporting  these  iocal  agencies 


SHIRLEY  AND  SHIER  BERNUN  FUND 
FOR  OTTAWA  JEWISH  ARCHIVES 
Id  appreciation  to: 

Dr.  David  Finestone  by  Shirley  and  Shier 
Beraian. 

GREENBERG  FAMILIES  LIBRARY  FUND 
Id  memory  of: 

Alyce  Cohen  by  Roger  Greenberg  and  Cindy 


Speedy  recovery  to: 

Stephen  Aibverger  by  Roger  Greenberg  and 
Cindy  Feingo!d. 

Lisa  Posin  by  Roger  Greenberg  and  Cindy 
Feingold. 

HILLEL  ACADEMY  ENDOWMENT  FUND 

In  memory  of: 

Alyce  Cohen  by  Gaily  and  Sid  fCardash. 

Stephen  Dworkin  by  Sandra  and  Ruben 
Arbitman. 

MARTIN  GLATT  PARLIAMENT  LODGE 
B’NAl  BRITH  PAST  PRESIDENTS’  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Harvey  Fenton  by  Dora  and  Russell  Glatt. 

SOLOWAY  JEWISH  COMMUNITY 
SUMMER  CAMP  SCHOLARSHIP  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Peter  Braun  by  Rhoda  and  Mike  Aronson;  and 
Dan  and  Marilyn  Kimmel. 


AJA  50+  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
AKIVA  EVENING  HIGH  SCHOOL 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
ROSE  AND  LOUIS  ARCHBAR 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
HILLEL  LODGE  LEGACY  FUND 
MENDEL  AND  VALERIE  GOOD 
HOLOCAUST 

CONTINUING  EDUCATION  FUND 
HY  HOCHBERG 
MEMORIAL  LECTURE  FUND 
JEWISH  COMMUNITY  CEMETERY 
HOLOCAUST  MEMORIAL  FUND 
JEWISH  FAMILY  SERVICES 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 

JEWISH  STUDENTS  ASSOCIATION  - HILLEL 
JEWISH  YOUTH  LIBRARY  OF  OTTAWA 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
DAVID  “THE  BEAR"  KARDASH 
CAMP  B'NAl  BRITH  MEMORIAL  FUND 
ADINA  BEN  PORAT  MACHON  SARAH 
TORAH  EDUCATION  FUND 
OTTAWA  JEWISH  CEMETERIES 
ZICHARON  FUND 
OTTAWA  JEWISH 
HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  FUND 
OTTAWA  MODERN  JEWISH  SCHOOL  FUND 
OTTAWA  POST 

JEWISH  WAR  VETERANS  FUND 
DORIS  BRONSTEIN  TALMUD  TORAH 
AFTERNOON  SCHOOL  FUND 
OTTAWA  TORAH  INSTITUTE 
TORAH  EDUCATION  FUND 
k RAMBAM  MAIMONIDES 
JEWISH  CONTINUITY  FtTVD 
GABY  SASSOON  FOR  VICTIMS  OF  TERROR 
IN  ISRAEL  MEMORIAL  FUND 
SOLOWAY  JEWISH  COMMUNITY  CENTRE 
EARLY  CHILDHOOD  EDUCATION  FUND 
JEWISH  MEN’S  SOFTBALL  LEAGUE  FL^ND 
SARA  AND  ZEEV  VERED  ISRAEL 
CULTURAL  PROGRAM  FUND 
SOLOWAY  JEWISH  COMMUNITY  CENTRE 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 

SOLOWAY  JEWISH  COMMUNITY  CENTRE 
YOUTH  SERVICES  FUND 
TORAH  ACADEMY  OF  OTTAWA 
TORAH  EDUCATION  FUND 
YITZHAK  RABIN  HIGH  SCHOOL  FUND 
IN  MEMORY  OF  EVA  WINTHROP 
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The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Ottawa  I 
Jewish  Community  Foundation  acknowl- 
edges with  thanks  contributions  to  the 
following  funds  as  of  October  17,  2008. 

APPOTIVE  FAMILY 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Rabbi  Michael  Levenson  by  David,  Sharon, 
Ryan,  Jaye  and  Brody  Appotive. 

ANNE  AND  LOUIS  ARRON 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Lany  Arron  by  Daphne  and  Stanley  Arron. 

Abe  Fleming  by  Daphne  and  Stanley  Arron. 

ALYCE  AND  ALLAN  BAKER 
FAMILY  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Allan  Baker  by  Lisa  and  Fred  Cogan. 

RICKI  AND  BARRY  BAKER 
ENDOW  MENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Alyce  Cohen  by  Ricki  and  Barry  Baker. 

IRVING  AND  ESTHER  BELLMAN 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
R’fuah  Sh’lemah  to; 

Lillian  Laks  by  Mitchell  Bellman  and  Nicola 
Hamer. 

RONALD  BODNOFF 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Saul  and  Doris  Torontow,  dear  pareftts  and 
Ronald  BodnofF,  a dear  husband  by  Rhoda  Bodnoff. 
Harry  Torontow  by  Rhoda  Bodnoff. 

SAM  AND  ANNE  BROZOVSKY 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Ben  Silverstone  by  Roslyn  Wollock  and 
family;  and  by  Ann  Brozovsky. 

Max  Steinberg  by  Ann  Brozovsky. 

Birthday  wishes  to: 

Harvey  Kardish  by  Ann  Brozovsky. 

TILLIE  AND  HARRY  CHERM 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
Mazal  Tov  to: 

Sandi  and  Eddy  Cook  on  the  birth  of  their 
grandson  by  So!  and  Sylvia  Kaiman. 

DAVID  AND  QUEENIE  COHEN 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
Anniversary  wishes  to: 

Judy  Kalin  on  their  40th  wedding  anniversary 
by  David  Kalin. 

JOAN  AND  MICHAEL  COMAV 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Abe  Fleming  by  Jill  Stem. 

David  Molot  by  Jill  Stem. 

SANDI  .VND  EDD1’  COOK 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Alyce  Cohen  by  Sandi  and  Eddy  Cook. 

Bela  Lipnowski  by  Sandi  and  Eddy  Cook. 
Steve  Waserman  by  Sandi  and  Eddy  Cook. 
Yasher  Koach  to: 

Stephen  Victor  by  Sandi  and  Eddy  Cook. 

HARRY  FINE  MEMORIAL  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

David  Molot  by  Barbara  and  Louis  Fine. 

Larry  Anon  by  Barbara  and  Louis  Fine. 


ALFRED  AND  KAYSA  FRIEDMAN 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Alyce  Cohen  by  Alfred  and  Kaysa  Friedman. 

ANN  GLUZNUN  MEMORIAL  FUND 
New  Year  wishes  to: 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lenny  Yancovitch  by  Ingrid  and 
Geny  Levilz  and  family. 

Anniversary  wishes  to: 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Gary  Bonn  by  the  Levitz  family. 

BARBARA  AND  SYDNEY  GREENBERG 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Speedy  recovery  to: 

Laya  Sbabinsky  by  Barbara  and  Sid  Cohen, 
in  memory  of: 

Alyce  Cohen  by  Barbara  and  Sid  Cohen. 

Moshe  Benlolo  by  Barbara  and  Sid  Cohen. 

FRITZI  AND  MAX  (CHIEF)  GREENBERG 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Shirley  Weiner  by  Linda  Lazear  and  Murray, 
Benjamin  and  Amanda  Greenberg 

MICHAEL  DANIEL  HILL 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Shari  Silber  by  the  Hill  family. 

In  memory  of: 

Pearl  Scope  by  the  Hill  family. 

Chaika  Kaiserman  by  the  Hill  family. 

DOROTHY  AND  HY  HYMES 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Hy  Hymes  by  Harriet  and  Irving  Slone. 

Mazal  tov  to: 

Henry  and  Joan  Bloom  on  the  marriage  of 
Linda  and  Graham  by  Dorothy  and  Hy  Hymes. 

SAMUEL  AND  TILLIE  KARDISH 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

David  Molot  by  Joy  and  David  Kardish. 

Max  Steinberg  by  Joy  and  David  Kardish. 

SHARON  KOFFMAN 
ATHLETIC  SCHOLARSHIP  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Rovelle  Allen  by  Fay  Koffinan. 

Birthday  wishes  to: 

Elaine  Fox  by  Fay  Koffinan. 

SUSAN  AND  DAVID  KRIGER 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Anniversary  wishes  to: 

Herb  Vandermeulen  and  Bev  Hymes  by  Susan 
and  David  Kiiger. 

Condolences  to: 

David  Morton  by  Susan  and  David  Kriger. 
Karen  Wolmark  by  Susan  and  David  Kriger. 

GOLDMAN/LANDAU 
FAMILY  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Stephen  Dworkin  by  Michael  Landau  and  Faye 
Goldman. 

HARRY  AND  ZENA  LEIKIN 

endowmen:^^  fund 

In  memory  of:  ^ 

Alyce  CohenJby  Barbie  and  Len  Farber. 
Congratulations  to: 

The  Honourable  Gerald  J.  Rip  on  his  appoint- 
ment to  Chief  Justice  of  the  Tax  Court  of  Canada 
by  Barbie  and  Len  Farber. 

Continued  on  page  24 
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BERNIEANDIDA  LESH 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Ely  Caiman,  father  of  Marilyn  Schwartz  by  Ida 
Lesh. 

ERNEST  AND  IDA  LEVITZ 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Dr.  Allan  Shefrin  by  Ingrid,  Gerry  and 
Naomi  Levitz. 

In  memor>'  of: 

Ben  Silverstone  by  Ingrid  and  Gerry  Levitz. 

ARNOLD  AND  ROSE  LITHWICK  FAMILY 
COMMUNITY  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Mazal  Tov  to: 

Jim  and  Grace  Hillel  on  the  birth  of  their  grand- 
son by  Yvonne  and  Harvey  Lithwick. 

Barry  and  Marieta  Lithwick  on  the  birth  of 
their  grandson  by  Yvonne  and  Harvey  Lithwick. 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Ha^^'ey  Lithwick  by  the  Beiles  family. 

BONNIE  AND  CHUCK  MEROVITZ 
FAMILY  FUND 
Mazal  Tov  to: 

Chuck  and  Bonnie  Merovitz  on  the  birth  of 
their  grandson  by  Laurie  and  Carol  Pascoe. 

JACK  AND  HONEY  MONSON 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Mazal  Tov  to; 

Heidi  and  Stephen  Polowin  on  the  marriage  of 
Jordana  to  Ari  Lesser  by  Jack  and  Honey  Baylin. 

DOROTHY  AND  HERBERT  NADOLNY 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to; 

Dorothy  Nadolny  by  Blossom  Read:  and  by 


Joan  and  Henry  Bloom, 
in  memory  of: 

Larry  Arron  by  Barbie  and  Len  Farber. 

BETTY  AND  DAVE  POLOWIN 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Rabbi  Michael  Levenson  by  Dan  and  Marilyn 
Kimmel. 

GERALD  AND  MAR\^BELLE 
PULVERMACHER  FAMILY 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Morty  Fruchtcr  by  the  Pulvermacher  family. 

MOE  AND  SARAH  RESNICK 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Shirley  Weiner  by  Sam  and  Roberta 
Goldmaker  and  family. 

ALTI  AND  BEREL  RODAL 
FAMILY  FUND 
Mazal  tov  to: 

Meir-and  Sara  Man  on  the  Bar  Mitzvah  of 
Avrohom  Tzvi  by  Alti  and  Berel  Rodal. 

In  memory  of: 

Alyce  Cohen  by  Alti  and  Berel  Rodal. 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Naim  Kattan  by  Alti  and  Berel  Rodal. 

FRANCES  AND  MORTON  ROSS 
FAMLY  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Abe  Fleming  by  Lucille  and  Bill  Gross;  by 
Barbie  and  Len  Farber;  by  Ruth  and  Mendy 
Dalfen;  and  by  Joan  Chisling. 

Alyce  Cohen  by  Frances  and  Morton  Ross. 


Holocaust  Education  to  benefit 
from  Bar  Mitzvah  Fund 


Remembering  both 
victims  and  survivors 
of  the  Holocaust  was 
an  influencing  and  im- 
portant lesson  learned 
by  Justin  Wakter  at 
Hillel  Academy.  So 
much  so,  that  Justin 
chose  the  Shoah  (Holo- 
caust) Committee  of 
the  Federation  of 
Ottawa  to  be  the  bene- 
factor of  his  B‘nai 
Mitzvah  Fund. 

When  Justin  was 
asked  what  motivated 
him  to  open  a fund  he 
simply  replied,  “My  Bar  Mitzvah.” 

Throughout  Justin’s  life,  his  parents, 
Alex  and  Lynda  Wakter.  and  grandparents. 
Sally  and  Morton  Taller  and  Rose  and 
Imre  (z”l)  Wakter,  have  been  strong  role 
models  and  advocates  for  building  a 
strong  Jewish  community  in  Ottawa.  Con- 
sequently, through  donations  made  to  his 
fund,  Justin  hopes  to  ensure  that  future 
generations  continue  to  learn  about  the 
Holocaust  and  its  lessons  therein. 

Justin  also  hopes  to  lead  by  example 
and  would  like  to  see  his  efforts  inspire 


other  children  his  age 
to  open  a B’nai  Mitz- 
vah fund  so  that  they 
too  can  contribute  to 
the  community  and 
make  a difference  in 
their  own  way. 
“Through  my  fund,  I 
will  have  the  opportu- 
nity to  directly 
support  a cause  in  the 
community  that  I be- 
lieve in,”  stated  Justin. 
The  B’nai  Mitzvah 
Club  empowers  kids 
in  our  community 
through  tzedakah. 
Thanks  to  philan-thropists,  Saul  and  the 
late  Edna  Goldfarb,  who  founded  the 
Club,  a B’nai  Mitzvah  fund  can  be  opened 
with  as  little  as  $250. 

To  find  out  more  about  opening  a B’nai 
Mitzvah  fund  with  the  Ottawa  Jewish 
Community  Foundation,  contact  Francine 
Paulin,  Foundation  Associate  at 
613.798.4696  ext.  252  or  email 
info@ojcf.ca. 

Donations  can  be  made  online  at 
www.OJCF.ca  or  by  calling  Carolene 
Preap  at  extension  232. 


Justin  Wakter 


CLARE  AND  MAURICE  SCHWARTZ  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Larry  Arron  by  Julia  Schwartz  and  Gilbert. 

ALAND  BETTY  SEGAL 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Shirley  Weiner  by  Ned  and  Gail  Segal  and 
family. 

Stephen  Dworkin  by  Ned  and  Gail  Segal  and 
family. 

Mazal  Tov  to: 

Sandra  Fishbain  on  Jeffery’s  engagement  by 
Ned  and  Gail  Segal  and  family. 

LINDA  SILVERMAN 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Shirley  Seiler  by  Phylis  and  Marvin  Silverman. 
Dorothy  Nadolny  by  Phylis  and  Marvin 
Silverman. 

In  memory  of: 

Larry  Arron  by  Phylis  and  Marvin  Silverman. 

SAM  AND  SUE  SLACK 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Congratulations  to: 

Joy  and  Seymour  Mender  on  the  occasion  of 
their  wedding  anniversary  by  Sue  Slack. 

HARRIET  AND  IRVING  SLONE 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Mazal  Tov  to: 

Harriet  and  Irving  Slone  by  Ethel  and  Irving 
Taylor. 

LAURA  AND  GORDON  SPERGEL 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Anniversary  wishes  to: 

Les  and  Daphne  Goldberg  by  Marla  and  Mark 
Spergel. 

RTuah  Sh'lemah  to: 

Ethel  Taylor  by  Marla  and  Mark  Spergel. 

DORIS  AND  RICHARD  STERN 
FAMILY  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Karen  Trestan’s  father  by  Doris  and  Richard 
Stem. 

In  appreciation  to: 

Debbie  Tessler  and  Ed  Glina  and  family  by 
Doris  and  Richard  Stem. 

Randi  and  David  Atlin  by  Doris  and  Richard 
Stem. 

Birthday  wishes  to: 

Jacie  Levinson  by  Doris  and  Richard  Stem. 
Paul  Ostrov  by  Doris  and  Richard  Stem. 


Sabrina  Ostrov  by  Doris  and  Richard  Stem. 
Anniversary  wishes  to: 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sol  Shabinsky  by  Doris  and 
Richard  Stem. 

CASEY  SWEDLOVE  MEMORIAL  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Freda  Lithwick  by  Yvonne  and  Harvey 
Lithwick  and  family. 

IRVING  AND  ETHEL  TAYLOR 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
R'fuah  Sh'lemah  to: 

Ethel  Taylor  by  Joan  and  Henry  Bloom. 

LISE  AND  MARK  THAW  FAMILY  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to; 

Barbara  Thaw  by  Pearl  and  Erwin  Thaw. 

SONIA  AND  ARTHUR  VINER 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
Mazal  Tov  to: 

Ethel  and  Irving  Taylor  on  the  graduation  of 
their  granddaughters  Stephanie,  Jennifer  and  Shira 
by  Pamela  and  Oded  Ravek. 

Sandy  Fishbain  on  Jeff’s  engagement  by 
Gladys  and  John  Greenberg. 

In  memory  of: 

Roslyn  Cogan  by  Gladys  and  John  Greenberg. 
Fred  Pinkus  by  Gladys  and  John  Greenberg. 

MICHAEL  WALSH  AND  LISA  ROSENKRANTZ 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  appreciation  to: 

Lisa  Rosenkrantz  by  Carol  Mincoff. 

WASERMAN  FAMILY  MEMORIAL  FUND 
in  memory  of: 

Steve  Waserman  by  Joany  and  Andy  Katz. 

MIRIAM  AND  LOUIS  WEINER 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

David  Molot  by  Miriam  and  Louis  Weiner. 

MILDRED  AND  PERCY  WEINSTEIN 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
New  Year  wishes  to: 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lenny  Codas  by  Millie 
Weinstein. 

ZIPES  KARANOFSKY  FAMILY 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Ben  Silverstone  by  Rick  and  Helen  Zipes. 


Continued  on  page  25 


McGarry  Family  Chapels 

tjulse,  Playfair  8c  McGarry 


Part  of  Your  Community  Since  1925 


Canadian-Independent 


/n  time  of  need  or  pre-need 
we  can  serve  you 
from  any  of  our  locations. 

Our  Central  Chapel 
is  located  at 
315  McLeod  Street 


Brian  McGarry  C.E.O. 

Tom  Flood  Sr.  Vice  Pres.  / Funeral  Director 
Brett  McGarry  Funeral  Director  Assistant 
Robin  McGarry  Manager /Funeral Director 


Sharon  McGarry 
Patrick  McGarry 
Ivan  Silverman 
Toohey  Brown 


PresidenI 
ViceFresyFuneral  Director 
Funeral  Director 
Funeral  Director 


613-233-1143 
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FOUMDATION  DONATIONS  — 


Speedy  recovery  to: 

Patsy  McNamara  by  Rick  and  Helen  Zipes. 


THE  SAUL  AND  EDNA  GOLDFARB 
B’NAI  MITZVAH  PROGRAM  " 

RYAN  GOLDBERG 
B’NAI  MITZVAH  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Louis  Dugas  by  Ernie,  Reva,  Robyn  and  Ryan 
Goldberg. 

Jack  Paskeil  by  Ernie,  Reva,  Robyn  and  Ryan 
Goldberg. 

STACEY  SAMANTHA  KATZ 
B’NAI  MITZVAH  FUND 
New  Year  wishes  to: 

Melissa  Shabinsky  by  Joany  and  Andy  Katz 
and  family. 


JACOB  LANDAU 
B’NAI  MITZVAH  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Pearl  Scope  by  Jacob  Landau. 

JOEY  NADOLNY  MITZVAH  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Moshe  Benlolo  by  Laurie  Nadolny  and  Bill 
Green  and  family. 


MARK  NADOLNY 
B’NAI  MITZVAH  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Alyce  Cohen  by  Laurie  Nadolny  and  Bill 
Green  and  family. 

Contributions  may  be  made  online 
at  www.OJCF.ca  or  by  contacting 
Carolene  Preap  at  613-798-4696  ex- 


tension 232,  Monday  to  Friday.  We 
have  voice  mail.  Our  e-mail  address  is 
donation@ojcf.ca.  Attractive  cards  are 
sent  to  convey  the  appropriate  senti- 
ments. All  donations  are  acknowl- 
edged with  an  official  receipt  for  in- 
come tax  purposes.  We  accept  Visa, 
MasterCard  and  Amex. 


Bulk  packages  of  TVibute  Cards 
available  at  the  OJCF! 

Bulk  packages  of  18  cards  or  more  can  be  purchased 
for  a donation  of  $15  per  card. 

This  is  a $3  savings  per  card!! 

Ordering  In  bulk  makes  donating  to  your  fund,  to  your  family  fund 
or  to  your  favourite  agency’s  fund  easy  and  cost  effective 

Call  today  to  purchase  your  cards  in  support  of  your  Jewish  community. 


613.798.4696.  extension  232 


www.OJCF.ca 


Drawn  to  the  Torah: 

G-dcast  reinvents 


the  Saturday  morning  cartoon 


By  Stacey  Palevsky 

Jewish  News  Weekly  of  Northern  California 

A San  Francisco  woman  has  launched  a 
website  that  turns  each  week’s  Torah  portion 
into  a thought-provoking  four-minute  cartoon. 

Sara  Lefton,  last  month  started  G-dcasi,  an 
animated  series  available  for  free  online. 

G-dcast  brings  the  Torah  to  life  in  a wholly 
original  way.  The  animated  series  seeks  to 
raise  basic  Jewish  literacy  among  teens  and 
adults  by  retelling  Torah  portions  through  ani- 
mated images  and  diverse  voices. 

G-dcast  began  just  in  time  for  Simehat 
Torah  with  the  story  of  creation  as  told  by 
Rabbi  Lawrence  Kushner,  scholar-in-resi- 
dence  at  Congregation  Emanu-El  in  San  Fran- 
cisco. A new  animated  short  film  about  each 
week’s  Torah  portion  will  be  added  to  the  web- 
site every  Monday. 

A different  person  will  narrate  all  54  Torah 
portions.  So  far,  Lefton  has  secured  1 5 narra- 
tors from  cities  such  as  San  Francisco,  New 
York,  London  and  Melbourne.  They  are  artists, 
rabbis,  musicians  and  teachers;  they  are  secu- 
lar, Orthodox  and  everything  in  between. 

“I  was  really  flattered  and  honoured  to  be 
associated  with  an  attempt  to  make  Jewish 
learning  so  technologically  cutting-edge.” 
Rabbi  Kushner  said. 

Once  the  narrators  record  the  story  of  a 
Torah  portion  - in  four  minutes  or  less  - the 
animator,  Nick  Fox-Gieg,  who  lives  in  Toron- 
to, creates  the  pictures  to  go  along  with  the 
audio  portion.  Some  episodes  will  be  straight- 
forward storytelling,  while  others  will  be  told 
as  country  or  hip-hop  songs. 

Each  short  film  comes  with  a curriculum 
guide,  so  that  Jewish  educators  can  use  G-dcast 
to  facilitate  fiiscussion  in  their  classrooms. 


“The  whole  point  of  Sarah’s  G-dcast  is  not 
to  teach  you  the  obvious  things,  but  to  open 
your  eyes  and  help  you  find  the  often  over- 
looked” elements  of  the  Torah  portions,  said 
Evan  Wolkenstein,  a Tanach  teacher  at  San 
Francisco’s  Jewish  Community  High  School 
of  the  Bay  and  a narrator  for  G-dcast. 

Since  G-dcast  is  pluralistic,  Lefton  hopes 
Orthodox  as  well  as  secular  teens  and  adults 
view  the  videos,  though  her  intended  audience 
is  those  who  do  not  lead  much  of  a Jewish  life. 

“What  I really  want  is  the  girl  in  the  sub- 
urbs to  know  the  story  of  Jacob,  because  this 
one  didn’t,”  Lefton  said,  pointing  a finger  to 
her  chest. 

Matthue  Roth,  an  Orthodox  Jew  who  lives 
in  Brooklyn,  is  the  education  director  for  G- 
dcast.  After  the  narrators  draft  their  stories  and 
Fox-Gieg  creates  the  accompanying  images, 
Roth  designs  the  curriculum  guides.  He  also 
works  with  narrators  if  they  need  help  inter- 
preting Torah  portions. 

“I  want  to  show  the  Torah  not  as  this  dry 
book  filled  with  ‘thees’  and  ‘thous,’  but  as  a 
living  thing  full  of  stories  we  can  relate  to  and 
take  away  something  from,”  Roth  said. 

Lefton  is  no  stranger  to  new  Jewish  ideas. 
She  was  the  founder  of  Jewish  Fashion  Con- 
spiracy, which  manufactured  irreverent 
screen-printed  items  such  as  the  “Yo  Semite” 
T-shirts  and  underwear  that  read  ”A  great  mir- 
acle happened  here.” 

She  has  tabled  Jewish  Fashion  Conspiracy 
to  focus  her  energies  on  G-dcast,  which  she 
said,  “is  a better  expression  of  who  I am.  It’s 
serious,  engaging  and  accessible.  That's  my 
brand.” 

G-dcast  episodes  and  curriculum  guides 
are  available  at  g-dcost.com. 


Come  Travel  With  Us! 

CARLSON  WAGONLIT  TRAVEL 

Experienced  Travel  Professionals  •••  Exclusive  Tours  •••  Corporate  Travel  •• 
Israel  Specialists  •••  Cruise  Specialists  •••  Competitive  Airfares  ••• 
Package  Tours  •••  Independent  travel  pbnning  assistance  ••• 
Support  from  the  International  Carlson  Network 


613-238-4040  CarlsonWagonlitTravel 


Sandra  Granatstein,  President 
sgranatstein@carlsonwagonlit.ca 
130  Albert  St  Suite  714, 

Ottawa.  ON.  K1P5G4 


Homewatch 

613.730.2188 

homewatchca  reeivers.com 


Let  our  family  care  for  yours 


When  you  need  assistance 
with  a senior  family 
member,  adult  or  child,  we 
are  committed  to  providing 
compassionate  care  through 
experienced,  caring  staff. 


Affordable  Care  Solutions 
> Nurses,  Social  Workers,  Personal  Care 
Professionals  and  Companions 
' Post  Surgical  Assistance  (Hospital/Home) 
' Specialized  Dementia  Care 
• Back  Up  Child  Care 
Hourly  to  24  Hour  Care 


BRI.XN  LEN  ITAN.  Ccnillal  Senior  .Ad\  isor 


Wendy  BIRKH.W,  SockiI  Worker 
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The  loonie  and  toonie  could  have 
been  the  goosey  and  loosey 


If  you  stop  to  think  about  it  - although  I know  most  peo- 
ple who  stop  don't  do  so  to  think,  but.  rather,  to  let  a train 
pass  or  because  the  word  on  the  red  octagonal  sign  tells 
them  to  - aliens  from  another  planet  might  have  a hard  time 
distinguishing  between  an  upright  bear  and  a human.  This 
is  especially  true  in  the  winter  when  we  seem  to  sprout 
extra  layers  and  some  even  sport  fur  coats. 


Executive  Worldwide  Travel/American  Express 
Dedicated  to  exceeding  your  travel  expectations 

Welcome  to  a World  of  Possibilities! 


Business  Travel  * Groups  and  Conventions 
Vacation  Travel  * Cultural  Tours 


■£■■■■■  Executive  Worldwide  Travel 
Call  us  today!  613-236-5555 
www.executive-trvl.com 

•> 


I’m  Jerry  of  Jerry’s  Hobby  Reg’d 

\ invite  you  to  stop  by  my  table  at  the 
Chanukah  Gift  Fair,  being  held  at  the  JCC 
on  November  23,  2008. 1 would  love 
to  meet  you  and  show  you  some  examples  of 

“taking  memories  out  of  a box”. 

For  more  information,  1 can  be  reached 
at  613-301-4919, 

or  by  e-mail  at  jerryathome@sympatico.ca 


To  a Martian,  this  must  all  seem  to  be  some  strange 
moulting  process  where  we  shed  our  skins  and  then  grow 
them  again  after  the  summer  becoming  fully  covered  by  the 
lime  the  snow  flies.  It  might  even  seem  to  them  that  it’s  part 
of  our  mating  pattern  as  members  of  the  opposite  sex  seem 
to  suddenly  notice  each  other  more  in  the  spring  when  the 
extra  layer  of  skin  is  shed. 

It  is  not  for  me  to  say.  but  I am  suspicious  that  this  has 
something  to  do  with  a courtship  and  mating  process  that 
leads  to  babies  the  following  spring.  My  advice  is  to  be 
careful  when  you  remove  your  coat  as  it  may  lead  to  danc- 
ing. 

' Aliens  might  also  conclude  that  we  here  in  Canada  wor- 
ship the  Canada  goose.  We  show  them  such  reverence  that 
traffic  comes  to  a stop  when  a gaggle  of  them  decides  to 
cross  the  Ottawa  River  Parkway  and  take  their  time  to  wad- 
dle their  way  to  the  river. 

1 became  aware  of  how  appropriate  the  word  ‘gaggle’  is 
this  evening  as  I ran  along  the  river  on  the  bike  path  and 
saw  the  whole  of  Crystal  Bay  filled  with  Canada  geese, 
squawking  and  honking  to  each  other  as  if  they  were 
Shriners  at  a convention  or  long  lost  friends  at  a big  re- 
union. 

They  occupied  every  square  inch  of  the  water  and  the 
din  was  so  deafening  I couldn’t  even  hear  the  sound  of  my 
footsteps  crunching  the  fallen  leaves.  It’s  almost  as  bad  as 
Jews  at  a party.  The  occasional  straggler  came  in  honking 
to  settle  on  the  few  square  inches  the  others  left  them.  Pity 
the  poor  ducks!  There’s  no  room  for  them. 

The  Canada  goose,  by  the  way,  is  our  unofficial  nation- 
al bird.  The  loon  is  only  the  bird  of  Ontario.  This  makes  me 
wonder  why  our  dollar  was  called  a ‘loonie’  when  it  really 
should  have  been  called  the  ‘goosey.’  Instead  of  the 
‘toonie,’  the  two  dollar  coin  could  then  have  been  the 
‘loosey.’  And,  if  you  felt  like  having  coins  instead  of  bills  in 
your  pocket,  you  could  say  you  were  interested  in  getting 
“loosey-goosey.” 

But  this  would  have  led  to  unfortunate  sentences  such 
as,  “I  have  no  change,  can  you  give  me  a goose?” 

When  you  realize  that  the  animal  on  the  quarter  is  a 
buck,  those  of  us  who  are  older  would  have  been  even  more 
confused  when  told  we  had  to  pay  four  bucks  to  get  a 
goose. 

And  when  I stop  to  think  about  it  - there  1 am  stopping 


TODAY  IS  A GOOD  DAY 

TO  MAKE  THINGS  SIMPLER 


to  think  again,  it  must  be  the  traffic  - 1 remember  that  the 
animal  on  the  back  of  a nickel  is  a beaver.  It  is  at  this  point 
that  modesty  prevents  me  from  making  any  more  jokes.  I 
am  sure  the  wise  can  see  where  it  all  leads. 

Suffice  it  so  say,  the  worship  of  animals  would  be  seen 
to  be  as  important  as  the  worship  of  dead  white  guys  and  a 
queen,  all  of  whom  appear  on  our  currency.  Not  that  there’s 
anything  wrong  with  it. 

Indeed,  it  is  good  to  collect  as  many  queens  and  dead 
white  guys  as  possible  even  though  it  ail  looks  like  play 
money  to  both  aliens  and  Americans,  who,  stopping  to 
think  about  it  again,  are  actually  aliens  in  this  country. 

So.  if  you  meet  any  Americans  or  aliens  in  the  street,  do 
not  hesitate  to  explain  it  all  to  them.  Just  don’t  take  any 
wooden  nickels. 


David 

McGuinty 


Member  of  Parliament 
Ottaua  .South 


If  I can  ever  be  of  assistance  to  you 
with  any  federal  government  matter, 
please  contact  me. 


Constituency  Office  / Bureau  dc  Circonscriprion 

1883,  me  Bank  Street  Ottawa  (Ontario)  K.1V  7Z9 

Tel/m  (613)990-8640 

Fax /T4l6c:  (613)990-2592 

Email  / Courriel:  McGuinty.D@par!.gc.ca 

Web  Site  / Site  Web:  www.davidmceuintv.com 


T.  613.769.2130  W.  ORDESIGN.com 
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Please  support  our  advertisers  and  tell  them  you  saw 
their  advertisement  in  the  Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin 
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Jewish  NHLers 

Salary  cap  issues  moved  Mathieu  Schneider  to  the  Atlanta 
Thrashers  for  the  2008-09  campaign.  Mike  Cammalleri  has  a 
new  home  with  the  Flames  with  returning  Calgary  Hebrew 
Eric  Nystrom.  Jeff  Halpem,  a late-season  addition  to  Tampa, 
returns  to  tlie  Lightning  and  Mike  Brown  was  recently  re- 
called from  the  AHL  Manitoba  Moose  to  add  some  grit  to  the 
Canuck  lineup. 

Anyone  looking  for  cardboard  souvenirs  of  their  Jewish 
NHL  heroes  should  head  dowri  to  the  Cards,  Antiques  and 
Collectables  Show  at  the  Ottawa  Civic  Centre  on  Sunday,  No- 
vember 23  to  see  hockey  card  maven  Steve  Singer. 

Jewish  AHLers 

A couple  of  Jewish  AHLers  made  strong  impressions  at 
NHL  training  camps. 

Goalie  Josh  Tordjman  - a cousin  of  Ottawa  educators  Pros- 
per and  Jacques  Toijman  - continues  to  play  well  with  the 
Phoenix  organization  and  Trevor  Smith  scored  a pre-season 
overtime  winner  for  the  Islanders  before  being  returned  to 
Bridgeport  for  more  seasoning.  Israel  National  Team  member 
Oren  Eizenman,  an  ECHL  all  star  last  year  with  Fresno,  had 
an  impressive  rookie  camp  with  Vancouver  and  is  with  the 
Manitoba  Moose. 

Bailey  watch 

Jason  will  start  his  professional  career  wearing  number  18 
with  the  ECHL  Bakersfield  Condors.  The  Condors  are  excit- 
ed to  have  “Bails”  in  their  linkup. 

Hockey  royalty  in  Ottawa 

Hockey’s  hat  trick  was  immortalized  by  a Jewish  haber- 
dasher. The  late  Sammy  Taft  used  to  award  a chapeau  from 
his  Spadina  Street  store  to  any  player  scoring  three  goals  at 
Toronto’s  Maple  Leaf  Gardens.  Taft’s  daughter  is  none  other 
than'Centrepointe’s  RJioda  Levitan. 

Rhoda  is  still  a hockey  mom  with  son  Josh  playing  Midget 
House  League  hockey  in  Nepean. 

Jewish  men’s  hockey  league 

Team  captains  Howie  Fremeth,  Eric  Zunder,  Mo  Osterer 
and  Charles  Schachnow  are  looking  forward  to  another  fun 
season  of  SJCC  men’s  hockey.  Catch  the  action  every  Monday 
night  between  9 and  11  pm  at  the  Sensplex  in  Kanata. 

Da  da  da  dada 

The  National  Hockey  League  has  had  Jewish  ovmers,  an- 
nouncers, players,  officials  and  even  a Jewish  commissioner, 
But  who  knew  that  the  famous  Hockey  Night  in  Canada 


theme  was  created  by  a Jewish  composer?  Dolores  Claman 
was  at  the  centre  of  a controversy  that  saw  the  CBC  lose  her 
celebrated  hockey  anthem  to  rival  CTV/TSN. 


Stein  in  0-town 

When  Ottawa  67 ’s  goalie  Adam  Courchaine  was  injured 
early  in  the  season,  coach  Brian  Kilrea  summoned  Toronto  na- 
tive Adam  Stein  from  the  OPJHL  Ajax  Attack  to  serve  as 
backup.  Stein  worked  out  with  the  team  and  was  on  the  bench 
until  Courchaine  returned  to  the  lineup  in  October. 

Jewish  hockey  down  under 

Montreal’s  Robert  Starke,  who  played  for  Canada’s  gold 
medal  hockey  team  at  the  1997  Maccabiah,  has  played  the 
past  four  years  in  Australia  and  was  a member  of  the  gold 
medal-winning  Mighty  Roos  Australian  National  Team,  in  the 
IIHF  2008  World  Division  II  Group  B Ice  Hockey  Champi- 
onships. 

Rubin  returns 

You  may  remember  Benjamin  Rubin,  who  was  attempting 
to  combine  hockey  with  an  Orthodox  Jewish  lifestyle.  Rubin 
played  with  the  Gatineau  Olympiques  through  November 
2007  before  being  released.  He  is  back  in  the  QMJHL  with  the 
Montreal  Juniors  for  the  2008-09  season. 

Allen  Cup  winner 

Former  Toronto  Maple  Leafs  hopeful  Aaron  Brand  was  a 
UHL  and  ECHL  All  Star  before  his  career  was  cut  short  by  a 
concussion.  Brand  returned  to  compete  in  the  senior  amateur 
ranks  and  was  a member  of  the  Allen  Cup-winning  Brantford 
Blast  in  2008. 

World  Jewish  Junior  Hockey  tournament 

Several  local  Jewish  hopefuls  took  part  in  tryouts  for  the 
Canadian  Junior  Jewish  National  team  that  competes  at  the  in- 
augural World  Junior  Jewish  Hockey  Championship  in  Israel, 
in  July  2009.  Making  the  first  cut  were  forwards  Eli  Vered  and 
Michael  Calof,  defenceman  Michael  Vered  and  goaltender 
Daniel  Altshuller. 


Nepean  Junior  A Raiders  Shaun  Altshuller  and  Andrew 
Calof  are  also  expected  to  participate  in  the  tournament. 

Hebrew  house  leaguers 

Many  Jewish  youngsters  are  participating  in  regional 
house  league  hockey  programs.  The  NMHA  Pee  Wee  B Ne- 
pean Aces  feature  an  all-Jewish  high-scoring  line  of  Daniel 
Blacher,  Ariel  Linton  and  Ariel  Buchler.  The  boys  have  been 
playing  together  for  two  years. 

And  Jewish  lacrosse  too! 

At  five-foot-six,  Andrew  Pye  is  the  tallest  member  on  the 
Nepean  Knights  field  lacrosse  team. 

In  their  inaugural  season,  the  Knights  have  battled  valiant- 
ly. Their  main  rival  has  been  an  experienced  rough-and-tum- 
ble  team  from  Akwesasne/Comwall. 

Pye’s  aggressive  defensive  playhas  been  acknowledged  by 
the  opposition  who  try  to  steer  their  offence  from  his  side  of 
the  arena.  In  a recent  game,  with  the  score  tied  at  1 7.  Andrew 
rushed  coast  to  coast  with  only  seconds  to  play  to  score  the 
game  winner! 

The  1 1-year-old  Temple  Israel  Hebrew  School  student  also 
tends  goal  for  the  NMNA  House  League  B Nepean  Scorpions 
and  lists  music  and  chess  as  his  other  favourite  activities. 


Andrew  Pye  plays  lacrosse  for  the  Nepean  Knights. 

(Photo:  Irv  Osterer) 


The  Nepean  Aces  high-scoring  line  Includes  (from  left  to  right):  uaniei  oiacner,  mmoi 
Linton  and  Ariel  Buchler.  (Photo:  Courtesy  of  Neil  Blacher) 


Our  Packages  Include: 

Entertainment 

Qxu^ity'DTs  A Service  ^ ^ ^ 

^ * Early  setup  & on-site  pre  inspection 

* Experienced  DJs  who  welcome  requests 

* Full  music  library  * Bibliotii^ue  francaise 

* Searchable  song  database 

* State  of  the  art  audio  equipment 

* No  charge  to  help  you  MC  the  party  if  required 

* Decorative  lighting 

* Fully  licensed/insured 

* Customized  package  to  fit  any  need  or  desire 
Aiio: 

* No  charge  for  overtime  up  to  a max  of  30  min. 

* Weil  groomed  & formally  dressed  DJs  & assistants 

* Emergency  staff  always  available  if  needed 

* Full  on-site  backup 

* At  least  one  wired  microphone 

Call  for  details  or  visit  our  website...  (613)727-6226 
www.FiveStarEntertainment.ca 
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WHAT’S  GOING  ON 

November  1 0 to  23,  2008 


For  a further  listings 
visit  www.Jewishottawa.org/ 
caiendar/pianitjewish 


WEEKLY  PROGRAMS 
Israeli  folkdancing  for 
adults  and  kids  aged  10*16, 
learn  dances  and  have  fun,  no 
experience  or  partner  required, 
Hillel  Academy,  31  Nadolny 
Sachs  Private,  6:30  pm,  kids; 
7:30  pm.  adults.  Info:  613-722- 
9323. 


CANDLELIGHTING 

BEFORE 

Nov  14  4:16  pm 

Nov  21  ^ 4:09  pm 

Nov  28  4:05  pm 

Dec  5 <1  4:02  pm 


MONDAY 
NOVEMBER  10 

“They  Called  Me  Mayer 
July:  Painted  Memories  of  a 
Jewish  Childhood  before  the 
Holocaust,"  illustrated  lecture 
and  author  talk  with  artist  Mayer 
Kirshenblatt  and  Professor 
Barbara  Kirshenbiatt-Gimblett  of 
the  Department  of  Perfomnance 
Studies  at  New  York  University, 
7:30  pm.  info:  613-798-9818, 
ext.  263. 

TUESDAY 
NOVEMBER  11 

Shoah  survivor  talk  and 
documentary,  part  of  Holocaust 
Education  Program,  Eva  Olsson 
will  talk  about  her  experiences 
and  launch  her  documentary 
“Stronger  than  Fire:  The  Eva 
Olsson  Story"  about  her  return 
to  Hungary  and  retracing  her 
journey  of  1944  and  1945,  Sir 
Robert  Borden  High  School,  131 
Greenbank  Road,  6:30  pm.  Info: 
613-798-4696,  ext.  253. 


WEDNE80A 

NOVEMBER12 

11th  Annual  Celebrity 
Sports  Dinner,  sponsored  by 
the  SJCC,  "A  Tribute  to  Team 
Canada,"  funds  raised  go  to  the 
Ottawa  Regional  Cancer  Centre 
Foundation,  the  Sens  Founda- 
tion, Rogers  House  and  the 
SJCC,  Civic  Centre  Salons,  5:30 
pm.  Info:  613-798-9818,  ext. 
242. 

THURSDAY 
NOVEMBER  13 

Why  Children  Need  to  Play 
in  Order  to  Learn,  sponsored 
by  the  SJCC,  Dr.  Edward 
Hollowell  focuses  on  how  and 
why  "play"  creates  confident 
learners,  8:00  pm.  Info:  613- 
798-9818,  ext.  271. 

SUNDAY 
NOVEMBER  16 

Bonnie  Stern,  “10  Reasons 
Why  I love  Friday  Night  Din- 
ners,” book  launch,  book-sign- 


ing and  brunch,  11:00  am.  Info: 
613-798-9818,  ext.  295. 

Challah  baking,  sponsored 
by  the  Ottawa  Torah  Center 
Chabad,  learn  to  make  and  braid 
delicious  challah,  daughters 
(aged  10  +)  and  mothers  wel- 
come, 3:30  pm.  Info:  613-823- 
0344. 

THURSDAY 
NOVEMBER  19 

Let’s  do  lunch,  sponsored 
by  Jewish  Family  Services  and 
Agudath  Israel,  local  historian 
and  author  George  Laidlaw 
shares  his  writings  and 
thoughts,  1400  Coldrey  Avenue. 
12:00  pm.  Info:  613-728-3501. 

Book  talk,  sponsored  by  the 
SJCC,  author  Michael  Petrou, 
senior  writer  for  MacLeans  mag- 
azine. ' discusses  his  book 
"Renegades:  Canadians  in  the 
Spanish  Civil  War."  with  a focus 
on  chapters  involving  Jewish 
volunteers,  7:30  pm.  Info:  613- 
798-9818,  ext.  254. 


SUNDAY 
NOVEMBER  23 

Chanukah  Gift  Fair,  spon- 
sored by  the  Vered  Israel  Cultur- 
al Centre,  10:00  am.  Info:  613- 
798-9818,  ext.  243. 

“Perla:  The  Last  of  the 
Seven  Dwarfs,"  documentary 


featuring  Perla  Ovitz,  a dwarf, 
who  was  shipped  to  Auschwitz 
along  with  her  dwarf  and  nor- 
mal-statured  siblings  and  who 
eventually  settled  in  Israel,  part 
of  Holocaust  Education  PrO' 
gram,  2:00  pm.  Info:  613-798 
4696,  ext.  253. 


COMING 

SOON 

MONDAY,  NOVEMBER  24 

Negev  Dinner,  sponsored  by  the  Jewish  National  Fund 
of  Ottawa,  honouring  Barbara  Crook  and  Dan  Greenberg 
with  keynote  speaker  Ambassador  Dennis  Ross, 
special  adviser  to  Senator  Barack  Obama 
and  lead  negotiator  on  Israeli-Palestinlan  issues 
for  former  U.S.  presidents  George  H.W.  Bush  and  Bill  Clinton, 
Museum  of  Civilization,  6:00  pm. 

Info:  613-798-2411. 

SUNDAY,  DECEMBER  7 

Mitzvah  Day  08,  sponsored  by  Young  Adult  Division 
of  the  Jewish  Federation  of  Ottawa. 

Info:  613-798-4696,  ext.  270. 


Unless  otherwise  noted,  activities  take  place  at  The  Joseph  and  Rose  Ages  Family  Building,  21  Nadolny  Sachs  Private. 


This  infomiation  Is  taken  from  the  community  calendar  maintained  by  the  Jewish  Ottawa  InfoCentre.  Organizations  which  would  like  their  events  to  be  listed,  no  matter  where  they  are  to  be  held,  should  send  the  information  to  InfoCentre  co- 
ordinator Benita  Siemiatycki  via  e-mail  at  bsiemiatycki@jewishottawa.com  or  tax  at  613-798-4695.  She  can  also  be  reached  by  telephone  at  613-798-4644.  Accurate  details  must  be  provided  and  all  events  must  be  open  to  the  Jewish  public. 
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R O M S P E 


THIS  NUMBER 

Is  the  annual  average  yield  from  inception  to  Aug.  31, 2008  for 
investors  who  chose  to  have  their  Romspen  Mortgage  Investment 
Fund  income  deposited  in  their  bank  account  every  month. 


THIS  NUMBER 

is  the  annual  average  yield  from  inception  to  Aug.  31, 2008  for 
investors  who  chose  the  Romspen  Mortgage  Investment  Fund’s 
automatic  unit  reinvestment  plan. 


If  you  are  looking  for  a stable  investment,  or  a consistent  monthly  income, 
or  a great  way  to  grow  your  RRSP,  call  now  to  attend  our  next  Seminar. 


mortgage  invoatmeni  fund 


162  Cumberland  Street,  Suite  300 
Toronto,  Ontario  M5R  3N5 

Tel:  416.966.1100 
Toil  Free:  1.800.494.0389 

www.RomspenFund.com 


Condolences 


Condolences 
are  extended 
to  the  famdies  of: 
Frances  Garten, 
Maryland  (mother  of 
Rabbi  Steven  Garten) 
Nathan  Gross 
May  their  memory 
be  a blessing 
always. 


The  Condolence  Column 
is  offered  as  a public  service 
to  the  community. 

There  is  no  charge. 

For  a listing 
in  this  column, 
please  call 
Carolene  Preap, 
613-7984696.  ext.  232. 

Voice  mail  is  available. 


Bulletin 

DEADLINES 

November  26  for  December  15* 

2009 

January  7 for  January  26 
January  21  for  February  9 
February  4 for  February  23 
February  18  for  March  9 
March  4 for  March  23 

* Coirnnunity-wide  Issue  (all  dates  subject  to  change) 


Would  you 
like  to  advertise 
in  the 
Ottawa 
Jewish 
Bulletin? 

Contact 

Rhoda 

Sasiove-Miiler 
613-798-4696, 
ext.  256 


